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ROCHESTER FEED SUMMER EVENTS:
JUNE 4: Wellness Clinic South Location
JUNE 8: City Wide Rabies Clinic, 12:30 - 3pm South Location
JUNE 18: Join us at the K-9 Carnival at Soldiers Field Park
JUNE 18: Camp Companion Adoption
JUNE 18: Wellness Clinic, 2-4:30pm, South Location
JUNE 25: Pony up with Ride Ability, 11am-3pm
Air slide and pony rides.Fundraiser. South Location
JULY 9: Wellness Clinic, 2-4:30pm, South Location
JULY 16: Camp Companion Adoption
JULY 20-30: Checkerboard Days. Great Specials!
Check our website and facebook.

AUG 6: Wellness Clinic 2-4:30pm
AUG 19 & 20: Blowout sale.
AUG 20: Camp Companion Adoption Day
AUG 27: Wellness Clinic. 2-4:30pm

GRAND OPENING
JULY 9 & 10

SEPT 10: SlobberFest. 11am-3pm

At Our North Location:
GroomingTails and an expanded
Dog Training Facility!

Rochester Feed & Country Store
NEW LOCATION: 3155 Wellner Dr. NE, Rochester • 507.289.1396
SE Location: 5 11-1/2 St SE, Rochester • 507.285.5547 • rochesterfeed.com
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Steele County
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Operation Vest Defense

What my foster dog’s body revealed about
his past, and why I couldn’t let him go

Protecting the K9 officers who protect us
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Basic Animal Rescue Training
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Three weekends out of four, year
round, a network of volunteer drivers
deliver castoff canines to safe shelter
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RV Adventures
A motorhome named Lt. Pete Mitchell transforms weekends
into retreats for a couple and their dogs
BY TONYA MILLER
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YES, WE MAKE
HOUSE CALLS.

Riverwood Veterinary
Housecalls... Excellent medicine
and Compassionate Care,
all delivered in the comfortable
surroundings of your home.
We offer services for all ages
of dogs and cats.

VETERINARIAN
ALWAYS ON DUTY
Rochester Clinic
507-424-3976
121 23rd Ave SW
Rochester, MN 55902

Kathleen Appell, DVM
DVM@riverwoodvet.com

507.458.5466
riverwoodvet.com

HOURS: 6pm-8am Monday-Thursday
5pm Friday-8am Monday • Open all major holidays
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NORTHERN VALLEY
Exceptional Medicine
Compassionate Care
3309 Alberta Drive NE,
Rochester, MN 55906

507-282-0867
Find us on

www.northernvalleyvet.com
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Michael Herman, DVM
Brad Treder, DVM
Mary McKie, DVM

Evening and Saturday Appointments
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I

often say it “takes a village” to rescue one animal.
In a shelter or a rescue organization, that village consists of transporters who drive the animal
to a shelter or foster home, the veterinarian who vaccinates and treats the pet, volunteers
or foster families who feed and exercise the animal, volunteers who maintain websites and social
media, community members who financially support the shelter/rescue and network its needs,
and various staff members who manage paperwork and facilitate the adoption.
I have had the opportunity to participate in almost all of these roles. All are rewarding, but one
of the most fun is transport.
Almost every Saturday of the year, carloads of dogs and cats leave public-pound death rows
in southern states and travel to rescue groups in Iowa, Wisconsin and Minnesota. The transport
happens in a relay, with 10 or more “legs” filled by volunteer drivers.
One day I drove from Clear Lake, Iowa to Owatonna, Minn., with a Puggle, a Red Heeler,
two cats, and a Bassett Hound who originated in Texas and would eventually meet his Canadian
adopters in the Twin Cities.

“ONCE YOU GET INTO ANIMAL RESCUE
AND YOU SEE THINGS THAT YOU WOULDN’T
SEE OTHERWISE, YOU CAN’T TURN
YOUR BACK ON IT ANY MORE.”
- CATHY LINDEKUGEL, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE STEELE COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY

Yearly subscriptions $20
© the wagazine L.L.C.
All rights reserved. No part of
this publication may be
reproduced without written
permission from the publisher.
Printed in the USA.

For advertising information:

Ann Indykiewicz
507-398-4870

ann@thewagazine.com
Article information, ideas
and comments:

Ellington Starks
507-271-8107

ellie@thewagazine.com

www.thewagazine.com

My vehicle and my heart were full, and I was part of their village, if only for two important
hours. It’s difficult to describe the feeling of transporting a car full of furry strangers, but everyone
inside seemed to have an understanding that it wasn’t an ordinary trip.
You can read about this lifesaving relay on page 26, and I hope I’m not spoiling the surprise,
but two dogs on a recent transport were adopted as a result of the drivers that day.
Transporting is an easy, one-time way to be part of a homeless animal’s village. As you’ll see on
page 15, other animals in our community need help, too. Operation Vet Defense is raising money
to purchase vests for our K-9 officers. You can help keep them safe by donating to the cause.
Melvin’s village included his first-time foster mom, who didn’t know she was in for a change of
décor and a change of heart when she accepted him. What she learned about his past changed her
perception of rescue animals altogether, and she penned it beautifully on p.16.
If you want evidence that this great rescue work happens all around us every day, look no
further than the Rescue Directory on p.31, where we list 59 rescues and shelters that operate in
Minnesota alone.
The stories of our animals keep us going, and it is our pleasure at the Wagazine to share them
with you.

Find us on Facebook:
the wagazine
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This is Timber, an 11 year old Hungarian Vizsla. She is a certified therapy dog that enjoys visiting with
kids as well as senior citizens. On
her off time she enjoys hiking at the
state parks and hanging with her
friends. ~ Patti Fritz

{

Allie is a Redbone Coonhound
rescued from a high kill shelter in
Alabama. Casey is a mixed breed
(Beagle, Golden Retriever, Swedish
Vallhund Mix) rescued from Iowa.
The place where the dogs have a
great time is Bayfield, Wisconsin.
They love laying on the beach at
Madeline Island, and playing in
Lake Superior!
~Ken and Karin Murry

Want to see your pet in print?
Send photos to kate@thewagazine.com.

{

| YOUR PHOTOS

Brando (brindle) 5 years old
Brinlee (fawn) 1 year old
~ Anne Seehusen

Tillie was adopted in October and I
am overjoyed to have her in my life.
I am blown away by how smart she
is. Every day she amazes me. What a
blessing she is! She even has her own
Facebook page! ~Sarah Quincey
Facebook.com/MyTillieGirl

Here is our little Jacey! She is 3-1/2
years old! ~Jordana Whipkey

This is Sophie and Marley. Sophie
is a 10 year old Basset/Labrador
mix who is known as the “Energizer
Bunny” because she is always on
the move and ready to play, she is
the happiest girl you will ever meet!
Marley is a 9 year old Beagle who
was a rescued puppy mill breeding
dog who has thrived in her new life
and loves nothing better than to lay
in the sun and watch the world go
by! ~ Sandy Vesledahl

Rin and Louie - loved Lhasa Apsos.
~Terri Schlichenmeyer

NEXT ISSUE:

What is your favorite
Fall colors photo of your pet?
Send your pics to
kate@thewagazine.com
Queen of the house, Zola, knows
how to properly sit. ~Shar Cartney
6 | wagazine | SUMMER 2016

Miss Molly, Welsh Pembroke Corgi,
6 months old from Dodge Center.
~Jo

Yes, Stinky the cat has his very
own desk drawer at the Wagazine
design office. ~Kate Brue

IRIE
KENNELS

Where life is good and a
PAWSome place for your pup!
Irie Kennels is a privately owned dog boarding kennel that
prides itself on home away from home care for your dog. We
are located only 7 miles south of Rochester and with our extended hours of service offered to our fur-family pups, makes
everyone feel Irie!
We offer a variety of yards for outdoor relaxation & playtime,
plus an indoor playroom to socialize in. Play in the pools and
stream or relax under a shade tree. Big or small,
short or tall, we love them all!

iriekennels.com
Office: 507-289-2480 Cell: 507-358-8041
By appointment only - Call us TODAY!
Located just East of Rochester Airport
by Maple Valley Golf Course
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Veterinar y Clinic, LLC
6214 14th Street NW Byron
Located in

Convenient Scheduling
Times... Open Days,
Evenings & Saturdays!

FREE
STEM CELL
TREATMENT
CONSULT

1st EXAM

FREE
New clients only.

One coupon per household. No cash value.
Coupons can be combined. Offer expires 8/31/16

One coupon per household. No cash value.
Coupons can be combined. Offer expires 8/31/16

Our UNDERWATER TREADMILL
is great for dogs who can’t get
the exercise they need due to being
overweight, recovering from
surgery, illness or injury.

Let your dog try it today!
Complete health care services for your pet:
• Wellness Exams
• Preventative Care
• Digital Radiography
• Dental Care

• Surgical Procedures
• In-House Laboratory
• Canine Rehabilitation
and Conditioning

www.meadowviewvetmn.com

% OFF
10
Underwater Treadmill

Conditioning Package
New clients only.

One coupon per household. No cash value.
Coupons can be combined. Offer expires 8/31/16

Call Today for an Appointment 507.424.2120

Know anyone that got a new puppy or kitty recently? Remember to send them to Meadow View Veterinary Clinic and
tell them to let us know you referred them. We offer a $10 credit on your account and $10 to spend at Leashes and leads.
www.thewagazine.com | 7

dog

Dan Nietz,
DVM

hair

don’t
1412 Northstar Drive | Zumbrota, MN 55992

507- 732-7301
www.zumbrotavet.com

care

Meet Chloe and Sophie
my rescue dogs
I am proud to be
MINNESOTA’S MEDIA
SPOKESPERSON
ie
h
p
FOR RESCUE DOGS
o
S
and very honored to be
Chloe
the voice for all of the
dogs that deserve a better life and a 2nd chance.
I have been selling real estate in the area for over 10 years
and am looking forward to finding homes for all the
homeowners with both 2 & 4 legged family members!

Alissa Adamson

Adamson Home Navigator
507-358-1039
alissaadamson@gmail.com
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SUNDAY,
AUGUST
7th
11aM-3PM | PEACE PLAZA | FREE ADMISSION
D O W N T O W N R O C H E S T E R M N .C O M / D O G S

Fun for your dog(s) & the whole family
presented by:

RESCUE |

STEELE COUNTY
HUMANE SOCIETY
By Bob Freund | Photography by Kelvin Andow

ESTABLISHED: More than 30 years ago; formally incorporated in 1989
LOCATION: Office is at Owatonna Business Incubator. Animals are boarded in 24
volunteer foster homes in Steele County, mostly in the Owatonna area.
ON FACEBOOK: Steele County Humane Society
WWW.STEELECOUNTYHUMANESOCIETY.ORG

Animals available through the Steele County Humane Society include three kittens with neurological disease and a litter of Boxer mix pups.

WHO THEY ARE:

Non-profit organization dedicated to providing foster care and
adoption for stray cats and dogs in
Steele County.
Owner-surrendered pets may be
accepted when space is available.
SCHS provides veterinarian
health checks, medical treatments and spaying and neutering for foster animals prior to
adoption. It is supported largely
by donations, with some funding from the City of Owatonna,
SCHS vice president Cathy
Lindekugel says.

VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP:
SCHS is a volunteer-based organization with one part-time
administrator. The society has
about 15–20 core volunteers,
many of whom shelter dogs and
cats in their homes. Another 20
or so volunteers help for various
events or programs.

BY THE NUMBERS:

In 2015, the Humane Society
took in 95 dogs and 94 cats, and
recorded adoptions of 88 dogs and
75 cats. Society members typically care for between 5 and 25 dogs,
and “A lot of times, we’ll have up
to 40 or 45 cats in the system,”
Lindekugel says.

mals (for food, medical expenses,
etc.).” In addition, “we are always
in dire need of foster homes.”
Other volunteer opportunities
range from sewing pet beds for
sale at the farmer’s market to directing traffic at a private parking
lot during the Steele County Free
Fair to raise money.

wise, you can’t turn your back on it
any more,” she says. In early May,
she and husband Aaron were caring
for both dogs and cats, including
three kittens stricken with a neurological disease that affects walking
and balance.
Connie Elmore, a board member, has been rescuing animals with

PASSION:

SCHS for 24 years. “I feel like this
is something I was called to do,”
she says. Recently, she was caring
for a litter of Boxer puppies, plus
her own three pets.

IN ACTION:

A monthly adoption day showcases
available dogs and cats. The society
also hosts low-cost spay and neuter
clinics periodically throughout the
year. The group raises funds with
a golf tournament in September, a
pancake supper in the spring and
sales of handmade crafts and baked
items at the weekly Owatonna
farmer’s market.

HOW TO HELP:

“Financial support is always needed,” Lindekugel says. “The majority of the money goes to the ani-

Five years ago, Cathy Lindekugel
was moved to join SCHS by a
newspaper article about the plight
of the organization, which was
turning away homeless cats because
of lack of foster homes. “Once you
get into animal rescue and you see
things that you wouldn’t see other-

Bob Freund is a writer based in
Rochester.
www.thewagazine.com | 9

| LIVING WITH PETS

YAPPY HOUR
Happy Hour + Dogs = Yappy Hour
By KL Snyder | Photography by Kelvin Andow

On certain summer Sundays at
Wildwood Sports Bar and Grill, you
can BYOD (bring your own dog).

Y

appy Hour is doglish for
pet friendly happy hour, a
merry gathering of social
animals, human and canine.
Held outdoors on the patio at
Wildwood Sports Bar and Grill,
Yappy Hour was a winner from
its 2013 start.
“Lots of guests said it would
be nice if they could have dogs
on our patio,” says Jim Nicholas,
owner of Wildwood. He
agreed—he’s a dog person, too—
and took out the requisite permit
and announced, dogs allowed.
“It’s fun,” says Etta Meinecke,
10 | wagazine | SUMMER 2016

a regular from the beginning. Her
dogs, English Springer Spaniels
Alvin and Snoopy, take turns
attending Yappy Hour. They
rotate with each other and with
the Springers Etta fosters for
English Springer Rescue America.
“I love to take the foster dogs to
get them out to socialize and to
get exposure,” she says.
It’s a lively scene during Yappy
Hour, but always well-mannered.
“It amazes me how well the dogs
behave with the smells of food
and all the activity,” Etta says.
Their people are good owners

who know when their dogs need
a break or a walk.
“People are cautious about
their dogs,” Jim says, “and leave
if the dogs seem uncomfortable.
Everybody is well-behaved. And
the dogs are well-behaved, too.”
Yappy Hour also welcomes the
dogless. “Some people come in to
eat in the restaurant, see the dogs
and ask to sit on the patio so they
can meet and mingle and chat
about dogs,” he says.
The all-around social aspect
is Etta’s favorite Yappy Hour
highlight. “I love being able to
go places with a dog, talk to
other dog people, talk about
rescues and, of course, eat out
on the patio.”
The canines likewise
enjoy the social aspect of the
interspecies gathering. “The
dogs love the attention they get

from all the people.”
On Yappy Hour Sundays (see
the schedule), you’re welcome to
BYOD all day. Yappy Days!
Freelancer KL Snyder writes to
support two unruly but loveable
Cocker Spaniels.

2016 YAPPY HOUR
SCHEDULE

Wildwood presents Yappy Hour on the
patio, weather permitting, 3–6 p.m. on
the following dates: June 5 and 19,
July 10 and 24, Aug. 14 and 28,
Sept. 18
Wildwood Sports Bar and Grill
1517 16th St SW, Rochester
507-226-8380
wildwoodsportsbarandgrill.com

JOIN US FROM 3-6PM FOR “YAPPY HOUR”
June 5 & 19, July 10 & 24, Aug. 14 & 28, Sept. 18

Caring and friendly people

Where friends meet!

Call us for an appointment to see
what a difference we can make for you!

Casual Easy Dining • Unique Menu
Monthly Food & Drink Specials
Bloody Mary Bar Every Weekend 11-3pm

helping to keep your teeth healthy!
507-315-0571

Nolting Dental Care

WILDWOOD SPORTS BAR & GRILL

111 Frontage Road NE, Byron

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL!

Complete exam, cleaning and x-rays

$

1517 16th St. SW • Rochester • 507-226-8380
Next to TJMaxx Shopping Plaza

85

00

www.wildwoodsportsbarandgrill.com
Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-11pm, Fri-Sat 11am-Midnight

It’s Finally Time to
CELEBRATE Summer!

DOG WALKS: As needed/requested.
We offer a daily Group/Pack walk;
Fun and Free Socialization. Free pickup
and return by Van or Bus-Sonja’s
Doggy Park Express!!!
IN HOME PET SITTING: Keeps your pet
in familiar surroundings, One on
One attention, Follow familiar routine,
Less stress for older/anxious pets,
Medications or Special Needs care given.
Mail, Trash, Plants, etc…
LOVING CARE:
If you have us care for
your Little Ones,
They become part
‘Our Little Ones’ too!
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Apollo Liquor
4040 Hwy 52 N 507-286-1300

Apollo Liquor Select
2112 2nd St. SW Ste A 507-281-0779
Apollo Liquor & Smokeshop
1513 Hwy 14 E 507-252-1300

Apollo Northeast Liquor
2477 Clare Ln NE Ste 100 507-252-0454
Apollo Liquor - S. Broadway
2630 S. Broadway 507-252-0653

Apollo Wine & Spirits
4530 Maine Ave SE 507-285-0044

25%
OFF
ANY BOTTLE
OF WINE
limit 8 bottles

Not valid with any other offers,
promotions or discounts.
No rainchecks. Expires 8/31/16.

PARTY AND BARTENDING SPECIALISTS
CALL 507-951-4701
www.thewagazine.com | 11
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How a Minnesota organization helps
first responders save four-legged lives

SUPPORTING AND
SPREADING THE MISSION

By Ashley Gaughan

On a cold February day several years ago,
firefighters in New Brighton, Minn., responded to an emergency house fire call. The
home belonged to one of the New Brighton
department’s own firefighters.
Fellow crew members arriving on the scene
were urged to locate and save Bart, his beloved
German Shorthaired Pointer. Though rescued,
the canine had experienced significant smoke
inhalation and the team was unequipped to
treat his medical needs.
On hearing the story, Dr. Janet Olson,
DVM, DACVIM, realized as a veterinarian
that she had the necessary knowledge to save
Bart’s life. Not so for the first responders, who
weren’t trained in medical care for animals.
“I think a lot of people are under the
impression that dealing with animals in
emergencies and disasters is incorporated into
the fire service, but it hasn’t historically been
so,” Olson says.
At that point, she began brainstorming how
firefighters could be better prepared to save
the lives of animals they encounter in everyday
rescue situations.

Photos courtesy of BART.

RESPONDING TO A NEED
In 2004, Olson formed Basic Animal Rescue
Training (BART), a non-profit organization
to train and equip first responders on animal
rescue situations.
The training and curriculum Olson developed has proved immensely impactful. Since
its beginning, the Minnesota-based organization has trained almost 6,000 firefighters and
first responders.
Thirty trainers comprised of veterinarians
and veterinarian technicians teach courses on
small animal rescue training in the state of
Minnesota. BART’s training efforts have also
expanded to Iowa, Oklahoma, Massachusetts
and Virginia.
BART trains emergency medical responders
including firefighters, EMTs, paramedics and

firefighters, families and the community in
ways that we just couldn’t accomplish within
the four walls of a veterinary hospital. It’s
rewarding to see [the program] help empower
others in dealing with these animals that need
assistance,” Olson says.

law enforcement officials who have first aid
and cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR)
knowledge. These same basic rescue techniques
are applied and adapted for animals. During
the three-hour training, BART provides
hands-on exercises with live dogs that cover
three specific areas: handling and restraint,
patient assessment/first aid and CPR.
The course on small animal training focuses
primarily on dogs and cats, with topics including mouth-to-nose resuscitation and using
oxygen masks. BART also offers a second
training course on large animal rescues for
horses, cows, sheep, pigs and other livestock.

TRAINED AND RETRAINED
The Minneapolis Fire Department first trained
their staff with BART in 2008 and completed
a refresher course with them again earlier this
year. Amber Lage, who oversees the EMS
training for the fire department, says the
program is a perfect fit for the firefighters.
“We respond regularly to emergency situations that involve animals, whether a house
fire, car accident, ice rescue or an emergency
medical call,” she says. The comprehensive
hands-on training helps ensure the firefighters’
own safety as well as increase the animal’s
chance of survival when facing these situations.

SAVED FROM A HOUSE FIRE
Olson says many fire departments and
emergency teams have given feedback about
how useful the training has been. One week
after doing a BART training for a group of
first responders in Massachusetts, one of the
stations got a call in which a dog had been
caught in a house fire. Having just gone
through the training, the firefighters knew
exactly what to do. After administering oxygen
to the pet and giving him basic medical care,
the dog made a full recovery.
“It’s great to see that through this training
our volunteers are able to impact so many

From volunteer trainers to support from
communities, there are many who help BART
keep its mission going strong. Jack Perkins,
executive director of the organization, says it’s
been rewarding be a part of such a great cause.
“I think the mission is a great mission. I
like the fact we are able to continue to expand
throughout the country. It’s neat to see people
want the information,” Perkins says.
Perkins wants to get the word out about
BART’s goal to help animals and first responders. Since it operates solely on grants and
donations, the non-profit welcomes support
from donors and volunteers.
Lage is grateful for the program’s outreach
and also credits Fire Chief John Fruetel for
advocating BART training for their fire team.
She says the Minneapolis Fire Department has
responded to many calls in which they’ve successfully rescued companion animals thanks to
the continued support and education BART
gives them.
“Because we are pet lovers, we just seem to
go above and beyond,” Lage says. “We realize
a pet is a really important part of a family.
And for us, it’s very rewarding to see a person
reunited with their pet in the end.”
Ashley Gaughan is a Minneapolis-St. Paul writer.
She enjoys writing about the people and community life in the Metro area as well as exploring
the variety of restaurants, coffee shops and culture
the Twin Cities offers.

Donate or get involved:
Basic Animal Rescue Training,

PO Box 130967, St. Paul, MN 55113

612-282-1894
basicanimalrescuetraining.org
First Responder Training
Courses are offered on-site at your training facility.
To schedule a class in your area, contact BART at

612-282-2608 or info@bartsaveslives.org.

BART has been training first responders how to rescue animals since 2004.
www.thewagazine.com | 13

Laura Toddie, DVM | Travis Einertson, DVM
Jennifer Watson, DVM

507-288-2050

Same day appointments available!

2117 North Hwy 52 • Rochester, MN
www.heritagepetvet.net
find us on facebook

TO LENGTHEN AND STRENGTHEN THE UNIQUE BOND BETWEEN PETS AND THEIR PEOPLE

Small animals, birds and exotics

Quarry Hill Park
Animal Hospital

Quality personal care for your Animal!
Serving Rochester since 1978

Small animal medicine 		
and surgery
Ann Anderson, DVM
Tom Radke, DVM
Karen Lee, DVM
Caroline Baihly, DVM
Quarry Hill Park Animal Hospital in Rochester MN is committed to the very
best in dog and cat health care. Our experienced team of veterinarians and
technicians will help to ensure that your pets enjoy a long and healthy life.

507-285-1059

www.quarryhillvet.com

828 11th Ave NE, Rochester, MN 55906
Monday/Wednesday/Friday: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm
Thursday: 7:30 am - 6:30 pm
Tuesday: 7:30 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday - Sunday: Closed
14 | wagazine | SUMMER 2016

CARE FOR ALL MEMBERS
OF THE FAMILY WITH
PET INSURANCE FROM
FARMERS AND PETS BEST

Benefits of pet insurance from Farmers and
Pets Best* include:
 More coverage options than competitors with
preventative plans that cover routine check-ups
and teeth cleanings
 Fewer unexpected out-of-pocket expenses related
to surgery, emergency visits, behavioral conditions
and more
 Straightforward and timely reimbursement
calculated from the actual vet bill; not a
complicated benefit schedule
 Sensible enrollment practices that allow you to
enroll your pet at any age without the hassle of
a pre-enrollment exam
 Knowledgeable experts who handle claims within
two to five days
 Flexible policies that start at $16 a month and
allow you to keep your current vet

Broadwater Insurance Agency
507-288-4337
lbroadwater@farmersagent.com
*Pet insurance coverage is offered and administered by Pets Best Insurance Services, LLC and is
underwritten by Independence American Insurance Company, a Delaware insurance company. lndependence
American Insurance company is a member of The IHC Group, an organization of insurance carriers and
marketing and administrative affiliates that has been providing life, health, disability, medical stop-loss,
and specialty insurance solutions to groups and individuals for over 30 years. For information on The IHC
Group, visit: www.ihcgroup.com. Request a custom free quote. Additional insurance services administered
by Pets Best Insurance Services, LLC are underwritten by Prime lnsurance
Company. Each insurer has a sole financial responsibility for its own products.
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OPERATION VEST DEFENSE
Protecting the K9 officers who protect us
By Ellington Starks | Photography by Kelvin Andow
“Police dogs bring bad guys to justice and keep the community safe. Unarmed, they are taught
to run toward trouble, bite just hard enough to subdue, and then return to their handler. Loyal, dedicated,
and ready to lay down their life, police dogs intervene every day for the betterment of society.”
					
						
- bacbunleashed.com

K-9 Britt, partner of Officer Logan, is trained and certified in obedience, tracking, building and area searches, article searches, agility, criminal apprehension, officer
protection and narcotics.

F

or police officers, protective gear such as
bullet-proof vests are part of the uniform.
For their K-9 partners, expensive training
comes first, and protective gear isn’t guaranteed.
Jointly the Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office and
the Rochester Police Department has 13 K-9 teams.
The newest K-9 members, currently in training,
need vests to be as safe as possible while on duty.
Rochester’s Bone Appetit Canine Bakery
(BACB) Unleashed has created Operation Vest
Defense to raise money to purchase vests for the
new K-9s. Each vest costs approximately $1,100.
“The vests are so expensive, but … we have
so many in our community who love dogs and
want to protect those that protect us,” says BACB
Unleashed owner Pam Miller.
Sergeant Mike Drees of the Rochester Police
Department K-9 Unit says although they have used
national nonprofit vest provider in the past, it feels
great “to do it locally and be able to get the local
community involved.”

CANINE AND COMMUNITY MINDED
This isn’t BACB Unleashed’s first community
effort. Last year its Fresh Air for Fido campaign
raised money for nine area fire departments to
purchase 34 pet oxygen masks.
“I don’t think you should have a business in
town that doesn’t give back to the community
that gives to you (shops at your business),”
Miller says. “I want to create excitement and instill passion in the hearts of dog lovers, whether
a BACB Unleashed event or a community giving
project. It’s all about producing those moments
of joy that people don’t forget.”
And when the money is “vested” for this project?
“I am thinking I will check with other police
departments in southeast Minnesota to find out if
they are in need of K-9 unit vests and expand our
reach to them as well.”
Ellington Starks is editor of the Wagazine.

HOW TO HELP
Buy merchandise. For every purchase
of BACB Unleashed merchandise or product,
BACB Unleashed will donate 10 percent to
Operation Vest Defense.
Buy a button. Purchase a

button for $10, and 100 percent
of that donation will go to
Operation Vest Defense.

Donate online. Give any amount at

bacbunleashed.com/operation-vest-defense,
and 100 percent of that donation will benefit
Operation Vest Defense.

Support the Foundation. The Olmsted-

Rochester Law Enforcement K-9 Foundation
was started in 2014 to provide for K-9 needs
not funded through regular budgets. Learn and
donate at www.olmstedrochesterk9.org
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| LIVING WITH PETS
day I received the news and
excitedly told my husband we
were soon-to-be foster parents
for a boy named Melvin.
Little did I know how fast my
life would would be changing.
Looking back, I should have
had an inkling when, within one
minute of arriving at my house,
Melvin marked on my kitchen
rug and less than five minutes
later did it again on the side of
the couch.
“No big deal,” I told myself.
“He looks smart and he’ll learn
quick enough about going outside.” Oh, how innocent I was at
that point, and what a newbie I
was to this whole fostering thing.

everything was in shambles.
After that, we went through a
series of padlocks—first small
luggage types that he was able to
break through, and finally a total
of eight heavy-duty ones that
proved inescapable.

HE’S STAYING
One day I waved one of my
hands in the air and Melvin
crouched down and looked up at
me in fear. His soft, brown eyes
revealed he was expecting a blow.

What my foster dog’s body
revealed about his past,
and why I couldn’t let him go

I was right about Melvin being
smart, and I would soon find
out this wasn’t exactly going to
work in my favor. No matter
how much I doggie-proofed
my home, Melvin would find
a way to get into things and I’d
continually return from work to
find everything in shambles.
But Melvin always met me at
the door, his little tail bobbing
non-stop. He was so glad to
see me, like I was a famous
Hollywood starlet or something.

By Shirliana Varod Gili Glassberg

D

ogs really do
break your heart.
They heal them
too though,
which is how we came to get
Mister Melvin.
The day after Christmas, our
beloved Boxer had to be put to
sleep. It was our second dog in
two years to pass away, and my
husband and I decided we did
not want to keep going through
the agony of losing our pets.
We decided to foster so that
our remaining dog would have

a companion. This was a safe
option we felt; after all, how can
you get attached to an animal
that isn’t even yours?

FIRST FOSTER
I watched my email every day.
Within two weeks a foster
request appeared in my inbox
and I jumped on it. There were
two boys that needed homes,
and even though I was hoping
for a female, I immediately
wrote and offered our services
for either one of them. The next

Melvin stole his foster mom’s heart and taught her a lesson in the process.
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It was impossible to get mad at
him despite hours of clean-up
and the breakage of so many of
my precious things.
We bought a crate and it
contained Melvin for all of a
week. When I arrived home
one day, he ecstatically greeted
me at the door and once again

It broke my heart because
obviously someone had done that
before. For as much trouble as this
boy caused me, it was nothing
compared to his sweet and gentle
disposition regardless of whatever
his past life had been like.
I knew without a doubt at
that very moment that I could
not bear to let my boy go to
someone else. We were keeping
him; I wasn’t the only one falling
in love with him.
Every passing day brought us
closer together. Almost immediately I called him Mister Melvin,
because he is past the puppy
stage, and as long as we have him
we think he deserves the respect
he didn’t get in the past.

TELLTALE HAIRCUT
I thought I had come to terms
with Mister Melvin’s previous
life. I knew little about it except
that it wasn’t a good one.
We didn’t know if he had
ever been to a groomer, but we

Photos courtesy of Shirliana Glassberg

DESTRUCTO-DOG

wanted him to start getting used
to it, so we made an appointment and I was so excited to see
him all “fancied” up.
But we picked him up and I
couldn’t believe my eyes.

degree he was mistreated or
maybe starved or beaten, but
we know he was left alone to
wander and to befall whatever
mishaps crossed his paths, sometimes ripping his skin. Our vet

“IT OCCURRED TO ME THAT
WE ALL HAVE SCARS OF SOME
SORT, AND MAYBE MINE
ARE NOT AS EASILY VISIBLE.”
Mister Melvin has scars. They
are visible now that he’s not covered in long, curly hair. He has
them on his back and his sides
and up the length of one of his
legs—long, hairless gashes that
reflect years of a much harder life
than what he deserves.
We are not sure to what

says some of the marks are from
a chain and him being tangled in
it for long periods of time.

SECOND CHANCES
HAVE NEW MEANING
It occurred to me that we
all have scars of some sort,
and maybe mine are not as

easily visible as those on Mister
Melvin, but through love,
understanding and patience, we
can soothe the pains that those
once raw wounds caused each
of us. And while it doesn’t make
them go away, they become
more bearable.
That even one shelter dog is
passed over for a more expensive
breeder dog is heartbreaking
to me. And it’s not necessarily
the fault of the new owners—
because not everybody knows
the plight of these defenseless
animals, who through no fault of
their own, find themselves abandoned and alone in overcrowded
shelters and worse.
Before learning about English
Springer Rescue America and
seeing all the emails about
Springers needing to be rescued,
I certainly wasn’t aware of the
gravity of the the situation and
the immense need. We never

would have considered a shelter
dog, instead paying up to $1,000
for each of our previous dogs.
Mister Melvin could teach
a few people about love and
forgiveness. I’m going to think of
something I can do so that my
experiences with him can make
a difference in the life of others
and not just my own.
We were meant to find each
other for a reason. I am so
proud of how he has learned
how to live in a house, how to
walk on a leash and even shake
hands with visitors. He has
turned into a very distinguished
gentleman with penchant for
fun and games!
Shirliana Varod Gili Glassberg
is owned by Tabby cat Mr. B.
Jun, Springer Mister Melvin
Daniel Glassberg and Poodle Coco
Chanel.

Shawn Buryska ABR, CRS, GRI

BURNET

sburyska@cbburnet.com
507-254-7425 mobile
507-288-1234 office
507-252-6745 direct

www.ShawnBuryska.com
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| COVER

THIS LITTLE PIGG
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GY STAYED HOME
Potbellied pigs as pets

I

By Bob Freund | Photography by Dawn Sanborn

t’s summertime and the living really is easy
for Harley.
She can root around the yard or drowse
in the sun. If the day turns into a scorcher, she
might slip through the doggie door and claim
a cool spot on the couch inside the house.
Twice a day, she can count on a meal of
pig chow and vegetables. That makes her
happy, to say the least. She “turns and spins
around every time you feed her,” says owner
Dawn Sanborn.
Harley is a Vietnamese potbellied pig, and
she is more than mere livestock to Dawn,
husband Bob Sanborn and their daughter
Madison. She is a family pet, just like the three
dogs, 10 cats and cockatiel bird at their 6-acre
hobby farm in rural Rochester.

brought the first group of 16 unrelated animals
into North America from Europe in 1985.
Another group was imported from Europe to
Texas in 1989.
The new arrivals were different from the
standard farm hogs that are raised for pork
production. They were “miniature” pigs, typically much less than half the size of production
swine. The potbellies captured interest as
exotic pets to the point that, even in urban
areas, people were buying the unusual-looking
pigs as companion animals.
The Vietnamese potbellied pigs also
stimulated interest in other types of miniature
pigs as pets. Today, there are a number of
varieties, and they have much the same appeal
as potbellies.

commands and comes when called.
It also helps that Dawn often recognizes
what the pet is saying. “I talk very fluent
pig,” she says.
In fact, pigs can be surprisingly smart. Harley
is trained like other pets to use a litter box, and
she’ll do a trick or two. In the past, Harley also
figured out how to open doors, Dawn says.
Food is a main lure for Harley and other pet
pigs. They live to eat. “If you have a treat, she’ll
go for it,” Dawn says.
Tamara Graham of rural Pine Island, who
formerly owned a different type of micro pig
named Pixie, also found food was the way to
keep her pet’s attention. “If it knew you had
treats, it would follow you around, just like a
dog would,” she says.

NOT YOUR STANDARD HOG

“HERE, PIG!”

GETTING ALONG IN THE YARD

Harley’s heritage likely traces back to one of
two groups of potbellies that were imported
into the country only about three decades ago.
A Canadian zoo director named Keith Connell

When Dawn Sanborn calls her porcine
companion, she often shortens “Harley” to
“Pig.” Apparently that’s fine for the 8-yearold potbelly. Harley can understand some

Their pigs also proved to be companions for
other family pets. Tamara says her four dogs
“would love to play with the pig.” The little
porker, who only weighed about 25 pounds,

Harley, a Vietnamese potbellied pig owned by Dawn and Bob Sanborn, is as much a pet as the dogs and cats. FAR RIGHT: Harley has a special
friendship with Tiki the cat.
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got into the game. “The pig would kind of
head-butt the dogs,” Tamara says.
At the Sanborn farm, Harley developed a
friendship with a pale calico cat named Tiki.
Dawn gives that bond credit for Harley’s first
encounters with the world outside her house’s
back door. The cat “gave her confidence to get
outside,” Dawn says.
Now Harley uses a doggie door to enter and
leave on her own. She has the run of the main
house and sleeps on a couch at night.
Harley has plenty of other familiar companions at the Sanborn farm. The three dogs
“are indifferent to her,” Dawn says. Besides
the dogs and cats, the hobby farm houses four
horses, a donkey, eight goats and five chickens.

A

“PIG”

COMMITMENT

But, like any pet, keeping a tamed pig also
involves a commitment for the owners. Harley
may qualify as a “miniature” Vietnamese potbellied pig, but she is not a pint-sized animal.
“Miniature” is in comparison to fullgrown hogs, which can grow into many
hundreds of pounds. Now 8 years old,
Harley, who was purchased as a piglet by
Madison, is a young adult weighing between
75 and 100 pounds, Dawn says. She could
live to 20 or 25 years old.
Owners have to be mindful of overfeeding potbellied pigs. “Pigs will grow in direct proportion
to the amount you feed them,” Dawn explains.
Medically, they do not need many vaccinations or medical checks. When they need
medical attention, small-animal veterinarians
typically can care for miniature pigs.
However, owners must trim their hooves
and should clean their pigs’ ears routinely.

Heat also can be a seasonal concern. During
the hottest days of summer, an owner
should keep the pig in a cool or shaded area,
because pigs have few, if any, sweat glands
for natural cooling.
In addition, the skin can be susceptible to
sunburn. One pet pig owner from another
Pine Island area farm says she sometimes
spreads sunscreen lotion by hand to protect
her animals’ hides.
Owners of unspayed female potbellies also
have to cope with instincts such as nesting,
when their pet collects articles from their
territory and places them into a pile for later
use. Dawn says she once discovered that
Harley had found and dragged her laptop
computer to a nesting pile.

REGULATORY CONSTRAINTS
While some pet pigs might thrive in an urban
setting, many cities do not welcome them. For
example, the City of Rochester classifies potbellied pigs among wild animals that cannot
be kept in city limits. Of course, they can be
raised and kept as pets at least in agricultural
districts of Olmsted and other counties.

A JOY WITH A CHORE
Pigs often are social animals by nature and
crave a lot of contact from their owners.
Tamara, a real estate agent, gave her pet to
another pig lover after owning it for about
four months. “It needed more attention than
I could give it,” she says. But the little pig was
“entertaining,” she says.

Dawn, a professional photographer, finds
Harley both a challenge and a companion.
“It’s kind of like (having) a dog
that doesn’t behave,” she summarizes.
Nonetheless, “I like her.”
Bob Freund is a Rochester-based writer.

QUICK FACTS ABOUT
POTBELLIED PIGS
•
•

•
•

•

•

They are very smart animals and can be
trained much like dogs.
Potbellied pigs generally are black, but can
have other colors of skin. Black helps protect skin from sun damage.
Potbellies have poor eyesight, but excellent
hearing and sense of smell.
In the wild, they move in herds, mainly for
protection. As a pet, one can enjoy life with
humans by itself.
Potbellied pigs are clean creatures. But they
also like to roll on soil or grass and in mud
or water during hot conditions.
They do not like to be picked up or carried
and they tell handlers immediately with a
high-pitched squeal. “If you want to break
your eardrums, try to pick up a pig,” says
Dawn Sanborn of rural Rochester, who owns
a Vietnamese potbellied pig.

Adapted from “10 Fast Facts for the Potbellied Pig” published
by petMD.com.

LEFT AND MIDDLE PHOTO: Pixie is a
miniature pig who was previously owned by
Tamara Graham of Pine Island.

Photos courtesy of

Photos courtesy of Tamara

Graham.

Tamara Graham.

BELOW: Pigs are social by nature and enjoy
contact from their owners.

20 | wagazine | SUMMER 2016

VCA Cascade
Animal Medical
Center & Inn

Caring for
Pets in the
Rochester
Area
since 1953

Now offering affordabe comprehensive wellness packages for your pet’s wellness needs.
Designed to provide you with an easier payment option for your pet’s year long care at Cascade Animal Medical Center
– Puppy and Kitten Preventative Care Program –
– Adult Dog and Cat Preventative Care Program –

– Senior Dog and Cat Preventative Care Program –

Call Today to find out more information!

507-282-8611
cascadevets.com
4020 26th St. NW
Rochester, MN 55901

HOSPITAL HOURS:
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm • Sat 8am-Noon
BOARDING PICK-UPS AND DROP-OFFS:
Mon-Fri 6am-6pm • Sat-Sun 7am-7pm
BOARDING PHONE: 507-289-PETS (7387)

rvice
Removal Se
Pet Waste

•
•
•
•

Weekly Service
Bi-monthly Service
One Time Service
Easy Monthly Billing

The Doo Crew eliminates the most unpleasant
aspects of dog ownership. For a surprisingly
low price, we will find, scoop and haul away all
those nasty “canine calling cards!”
Serving the Austin & Rochester areas since 2000

507-438-6415
www.doocrewmn.com
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| IN THE BUSINESS

DIY

DOG
WASH
Nine reasons to try
self-service suds
By Nicole L. Czarnomski
Photography by Kelvin Andow

TUB TIME

can be messy and
stressful for dogs and
their owners. Dogs have an acute sense of
hearing, so water blasting from a faucet
or hot air roaring from a hair dryer can be
frightening. Plus, a dog’s paws can’t grip
the slick surface of the tub causing them
to panic, scramble and splash around in
the water. And for humans, it’s a back
breaking, knee aching experience.
Then, there’s the “zoomies.” Your wet
dog zooms around the house, shaking and
rubbing on everything in sight.
If tub time leaves you exasperated,
Fluff N Buff Grooming and U Do It Dog
Wash, both in Rochester, offer self-service
dog washing stations with temperature
controlled water. They charge $10 to $20
per dog.
Here are 9 reasons to bypass the bathtub
at home and try the self-service scrub.
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5.
SHAKE IT OFF AT THE SHOP.
Franko says she’s happy to have your
wet pet shake and shimmy in her shop.

8.
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY.
The self-service dog wash is open from
6 a.m. to 10 p.m. “You can drop in
anytime, seven days a week, 365 days
a year. We’re adding a second station for
your convenience,” Franko says.

9.
NO MORE BACK-BREAKING
WORK.

“The tubs are shoulder level; therefore
no more kneeling over the tub. This
takes the stress off you and gives you
more time to build a relationship with
your dog,” Franko says.

1.
DIRTY DOGS WELCOME.
Darilyn Franko, owner of U Do It Dog
Wash, says she has a broad demographic
using her self-service dog wash. “Police
officers come in after hours to scrub their
K9s. We also welcome hunters with their
dogs and customers from the dog park.”

2.
BIG OR SMALL,

WE TAKE THEM ALL.
Fluff N Buff Grooming has two selfservice tubs. “We have one tub for small
dogs and one tub for large dogs,” says
owner Tanya Leyson.

3.
LEAVE THE DOG HAIR THERE.
There’s less time bathing and drying
your pooch when you brush them at a
designated brushing station.

4.
SUDS ARE SUPPLIED.
Leyson provides a tearless shampoo,
a natural argan oil shampoo and an
oatmeal shampoo. However, she suggests
bringing your own if your puppy prefers
a special brand.

6.
NO CLOGGED DRAINS.
“We have a special drain trap that catches
unwanted hair,” Franko says. “The dog
stands on a non-slip platform, and the hair
falls down into the bathtub and into a drain
trap. I come in and check at least once a
day to clean out the self-service tub.”

Leyson also believes it’s a wonderful way
to bond with your dog. “Start bathing
your dog at eight weeks to get them used
to taking a bath. Praise your dog during
the bathing process in a gentle, quiet
voice. And remember to give them a
treat to reinforce good behavior.”
Nicole L. Czarnomski is a writer and cat
mom to a sassy calico cat and a cuddly
tuxedo cat.

7.
NO CLEANUP.
Both businesses run a tight ship. They
know it’s important to their customers to have a clean area to brush,
bathe and dry their dogs. They keep
the bathing stations clean, the drains
unclogged and the brushing station
free from hair and dander.

U Do It Dog Wash www.petvacationinc.com/u-do-it-dog-wash.html
Fluff N Buff Grooming - Self-Service Wash http://fluffnbuffdoggrooming.com
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| BOOK REVIEW

“Puppy Pals”

by Susan Hughes, c.2016, Sourcebooks,
$5.99, 112 pages

More than anything, Kat Reynolds
wanted a puppy.
She daydreamed about puppies, imagined what kind she’d

want, thought about coat colors
she liked, and picked out names.
Sadly, neither her parents nor the
parents of her best friend, Maya,
would let either girl get a puppy.
When Kat’s aunt, Jenn, started
a dog grooming business, the
girls saw a chance to spend time
with Aunt Jenn’s first boarder, a
Yellow Lab puppy named Bailey.
They could get pictures of Bailey,
and add them to their Puppy
Collection scrapbook.
Jenn made sure both girls
knew how to take Bailey out of
the kennel and pick him up. She

made sure Kat and Maya knew
what was safe for Bailey to play
with. And she warned both girls
that they were absolutely not
supposed to take Bailey outside
in the back yard.
But Bailey was such a cute little
guy and he was so active. What
would it hurt if the girls took him
out back for just a minute? Jenn
would never know… would she?
There’s a sense of timelessbut-modern
innocence
and
nostalgia to this story; the main
characters are not into drama,
fashion or gadgets, and they like

boys as friends but they like dogs
better. Both girls are good kids
who act responsibly, which seems
to get kids ready for the next book
in the series. That means readers
who like Kat and Maya and their
adventures won’t have to stop
spending time with them.
While there’s no reason for
boys to avoid this book, it’s really best for girls ages 7 to 10,
especially those who are new to
chapter books. If that’s your girl
and she loves dogs, this is a great
tale for her.

“My Old Pal, Oscar”

by Amy Hest, illustrated by Amy Bates, c.2016,
Abrams Books for Young Readers, $16.95, 32 pages

That dog was just hanging around.
He followed the little boy, dug
around the boys’ sand castle,
shook water everywhere, and
made big prints in the sand with
his feet.
The boy tried to leave the dog
behind. He said “goodbye” to the
dog many times, but the little black
and white pup kept following right
behind the boy. It was annoying.
Nope, the boy wasn’t even going to
look at the dog. “No way.”
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The boy knew that the dog
wanted to be friends, but it just
wasn’t going to happen again.
The boy already had a friend once
that looked just like the pup. That
friend’s name was Oscar, and he
was the boy’s “one and only dog.”
No more dogs, ever again. Nuhuh, Oscar was it, end of story.
But the little dog had such big
black eyes.
Maybe it would be okay if
the pup walked along the beach
with the boy. Just once, and the
boy told the little dog all about
Oscar. He’d never stop being sad
about Oscar, and he didn’t want
another dog.
But then, it started to rain.
The boy couldn’t just leave the

furry guy outside, could he? No,
he couldn’t and besides, he had
a whole lot more Oscar stories
to tell…
Here’s fair warning: if your
family has ever loved a dog, it’s
going to be really hard not to get
teary while reading this book to
your child.
And yet, you’ll smile through
your tears, both at illustrator
Amy Bates’ bouncy little dog and
at the boy’s wavering determination and his need to remember.
We’ve all stared grief in the face
and vowed our never-agains,
but the way the boy tackles his
sorrow and his willingness to
try again. It’s just right for kids
ages 5 to 8 and for any adult who

craves that comfort.
Author Amy Hest touches
hearts all over the place in this
book, and though this can be a
delicate subject, I think she hits
all the right spots. If your child
misses someone very beloved, this
book will rightly fill the hole in
his bookcase.
The Bookworm is Terri
Schlichenmeyer. Terri has been
reading since she was 3 years
old and she never goes anywhere
without a book. She lives on a hill
in Wisconsin with one pampered
pooch and 13,000 books.

IN THE
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH

Eagles Club of Rochester • 11:00am-3:00pm
ARF in the Park is a BACB Unleashed signature
event for dog lovers and their dogs featuring
canine-themed art work and merchandise.

Find out whether your dog is the next PUPPY PICASSO.
Let your dog release their inner artist. You and your pet
can create keepsake pieces of art to take home,
it will be a memento of your dog for years to come.

www.BACBunleashed.com
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| RESCUE

UNDERGROUND

TAILROAD

Three weekends out of four, year round,
a network ofvolunteer drivers
deliver castoff canines to safe shelter.
By KL Snyder
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I

nterstate-35, Twin Cities to Clear Lake, Iowa, will win
no scenic route marker, but for a group of dog-loving
volunteer drivers, it’s the road to fulfillment, reward and
wagging tails.
Active for nearly 10 years but only recently named
(unofficially and with groans) Underground Tailroad, it’s the
northern leg of a pet rescue network that fetches dogs (and
the occasional rabbit, cat, bird) from death rows in public
pounds in Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas and Missouri to
rescue groups in Iowa, Wisconsin and Minnesota.
It’s a strictly volunteer group consisting of transport
coordinator Barb Krimminger of Plattsmouth, Neb., and
dozens of drivers.

Joe was surrendered by his owner who’d said, “I’m a busy
woman. I ain’t got time for that dog.”
“Joe’s head was bigger than mine,” Ellen said, “and I’m sure
his heart was, too. He rode in the far back of my car and smiled
at all the cars behind us the entire way. I was honked at and
waved at many times. It was the smiliest of days.”
Bouncy, joyful, irresistible Joe got adopted in a hurry by
“a very lucky family.”
But there is no joy in the breeder release/puppy mill
dogs. “They are all afraid,” Ellen said. “They look years
older than they are. They just want love but don’t know
how to ask for it or accept it, and the realization that
humans used them in such a way makes me very angry.”

Photos courtesy of Ellen Thoreson, Deb Kuehl and Patricia Peterson.

BRING STINKY TREATS
Driver Dana Donnelly of Eagan
described the routine.
“CALL ME CRAZY, BUT I THINK THEY KNOW
Sunday morning, Barb sends an
SOMETHING GOOD IS HAPPENING.”
email request for drivers for the following Saturday. “We reply with the
					
- ELLEN THORESON, DRIVER
legs we can drive if we want to, and
I always tell her which dogs I think I
can fit in based on the crates I have.”
DELIVERING THE DOGS
The day before the transport Barb emails detailed instrucEllen pulled into a parking lot just off the interstate near
tions, including vital statistics about each dog: name, breed,
Clear Lake and soon Candi followed. Candi logged 8,000
weight, vaccination status, temperament. Some dogs merit
Underground Tailroad miles last year,“but not as many as Ellen.”
special notes such as “flight risk” or “bring stinky treats.”
“Some of the dogs are in bad shape,” Candi said. “Some
Saturday, the drivers motor to Clear Lake where they
are terrified.” She likes to put her most frightened rider
meet a capacious van filled with crates filled with dogs. The
in a kennel beside her. Better yet, when her friend Mike
Tailroaders help the hounds disembark, walk and water them
accompanies her, he drives back so she can hold a dog on
and re-embark them, this time into cars. When the furry
her lap. “I’ve never met sweeter dogs than these,” she said.
travelers reach the Twin Cities, shelters and foster homes will
“It’s hard not to take them all home.”
take them in and love them up. “They’re all going to good
New Tailroad volunteers Lindsey and Nate Boyer
situations,” said driver Ellen Thoreson of Fridley.
arrived, then a car from Coco’s Heart Dog Rescue, then
THE SMILIEST OF DAYS
a text from Barb saying the van from Des Moines was
Ellen let me ride along on a Tailroad trip in late April.
running 15 minutes late. (Des Moines is the first transfer
When we met in Owatonna, I knew she was Ellen because
point, where the canines, whose journey starts in Kansas
her car was jam-packed with pet kennels. Later, Candi
City, switch to the canary yellow AHeinz57 Pet Rescue &
Menier, a driver from Coon Rapids, told me that Ellen’s
Transport van.)
knack for squeezing in more crates than a car could hold,
As soon as the colorful rig rolled into the Clear Lake
has earned her the nickname Tetris.
parking lot, the Tailroad transfer began. Dogs of all sizes,
Tetris brought cheeseburgers, but not for us. They were
shapes, breeds and ages moved into the four cars.
for her passengers-to-be. Lucky dogs.
Winsome dogs all, but I fell hardest for Dooley, a black“There’s almost always a dog I connect with more than
and-white Basset mix with droopy ears, sad eyes and paws
the others,” she said. Her all-time favorite? “Joe, a 115-lb.
big as the hooves on a Clydesdale. Bassets lumber along;
Mastiff/Boerboel/bully-breed mix of some kind. He was
Dooley danced. Listed at 40 pounds but easily half again
2 years old with bad skin, not neutered and had been
as burly, he clambered into Candi’s car and curled his long
chained in a yard his whole life.”
body to accommodate his kennel.
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Ellen’s cheeseburger bits helped persuade her canine commuters to board. They
were Louie, a Papillon-mix; Sis, a pretty little
what?-mix; Bear, an Aussie/Heeler; Dorothy,
a Shar Pei with wrinkles that left no doubt,
and Brown Dog, a dignified Lab-mix
recovering from a stabbing.
On the road again, Ellen played music and talked to her riders who were
mostly quiet. Quiet is the norm, she said. (But not always. Edgar the Pug
who’d ridden with Dana on one of her missions, made himself unforgettable.
“He Pug-snorted the entire way,” said Dana.)
Snorting Edgar notwithstanding, a tranquil hush prevails among the dogs
during homeward runs, and Ellen believes she knows why. “Call me crazy, but
I think they know something good is happening. I think if we truly listen to
our dogs, we’ll realize how intuitive they are. I just think they know.”
KL Snyder is a Rochester freelance writer who says Underground Tailroad,
with so much irresistibleness, should warn first-timers: “Heads up: You’ll
probably get hooked.”
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HOW TO HELP
DRIVE. Underground Tailroad is looking for more
drivers, regular or occasional, of cars big or small.
“We have fun,” said Candi Menier of Coon Rapids.
Mileage is tax deductible, and there’s a fuel fund
to reimburse people who would like to drive but
can’t afford the gas.
DONATE. Donate crates, blankets, puppy pads,
water bowls and treats (stinky or not). Contribute
to the gas fund.
To help, contact Barb Krimminger at
Fla44C@windstream.net or 402-578-5308.

TO THE RESCUE

Among the rescue groups that help Underground
Tailroad dogs find happy homes are Coco’s Heart
Dog Rescue, Heading Home K9 Rescue, Midwest
Animal Rescue Services (MARS), Minnesota’s
Unwanted Siberian Husky Rescue (MUSHR),
Rescued Paws, Ruff Start Rescue, Secondhand
Hounds, and Wags & Whiskers Animal Rescue.

Photo courtesy of Coco’s Heart Dog Rescue.

Dooley was adopted by the writer’s adult son.
First-time drivers Lindsey and Nate Boyer also
adopted one of their passengers.

N

SE for NEWS...
ARTY CARDS
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, 2016

Please bring your animal within a pet carrier and/or on a leash.
Take this opportunity to help protect your pet(s),
your family and yourcommunity from the risk of rabies

$20 for each dog, cat, or ferret vaccination. CASH ONLY PLEASE.
ROCHESTER LOCATIONS AND HOURS

Jeff’s Little Store (3335 Marion Road SE) • 8:00 a.m. - Noon • Larry Predmore, DVM
Rochester Feed & Country Store (5 - 11th St. SE) • 12:30 - 4:00 p.m • Larry Predmore, DVM
Rochester Fire Station #4 (41st Street NW) • 5:00 - 6:30 p.m • Mark Wenner, DVM
RCTC - Heintz Center (1926 College View Rd. E. - Door #H9) • 5:00 - 6:30 p.m • Michael Herman, DVM
Olmsted Co. Hist. Center (1195 W. Circle Dr. SW) • 4:30 - 7:30 p.m • Larry Predmore, DVM

SMALL CITY / TOWNSHIP LOCATIONS AND HOURS

Byron (25 Frontage Rd NE) • 4:00 - 6:00 p.m • Kristi Frost, DVM
Chatfield (115 S. Main) • 9:00 -11:00 a.m • Henry Peeters, DVM
Eyota (95 Center Av N.) • 5:00 - 7:00 p.m • Wayne Ode, DVM • Michelle Knutson,DVM
Stewartville (205 S. Main St.) • 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. • George Sedgwick, DVM
Marion (Mini Mart Gas & Grocery Hwy 52 S) • 8:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m. • Larry Predmore, DVM
For questions about pet care and other vaccinations, contact the veterinarian nearest you.

CELEBARK 2016
JUNE 4, 2016 • NOON TO 3PM
EAGLES CLUB, ROCHESTER
The ulti-MUTT PAWtee of the season includes contests,
games, medallion hunt, treats and tail-wagging fun. Rescue
groups will showcase dogs available for adoption, and
pet-related vendors will have items/services for purchase.
Humans and well-mannered dogs current on their
vaccinations are welcome.
bacbunleashed.com/event/celebark

Rochester artist Tonya Miller has created
dog-themed notecards. They are for sale at
www.etsy.com/shop/RVDogVentures

K-9 CARNIVAL
June 18, 2016 • 9 am to 4 pm
Soldiers Field Park • George Gibbs Dr. SW
The Rochester Minnesota Kennel Club is hosting its
annual carnival, including vendors, dog games, animal
communicator, microchip clinic, food, information
and meet the breed. All dogs welcome on a leash.
Sponsored by Rochester Pet & Country Store, Brother
Wolf Animal Communicator and canine trainers.
Club and classes information:
www.RochesterMNKennelClub.com

JUNE DOG JAM
JUNE 18, 2016 • 9AM,
LINCOLNSHIRE PARK
5200 West Circle Dr. NW, Rochester
11th annual
high-flying disc dog
competition.
World Championship
qualifying events.
Free to watch!
Vendors on site.
www.mndiscdog.com
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SE for NEWS...

DOG WALKER WATCH
In 2014, the Rochester Police Department launched the Dog Walker Watch, or Pooch patrol, a crime
awareness program for the City of Rochester. More than 125 dog walkers have been trained. It has been so
successful that the department has added Pedal Patrol for bike riders and Foot Patrol for walkers.
WANT TO JOIN? Crime prevention specialist Darrel Hildebrant will present a one-hour training class to teach
citizens how to be more alert when walking and biking and how to effectively report suspicious activity to 911.
Attend June 23 or July 28 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Government Center. To sign up, email
your name, cell phone number, email address and walking route to dhildebrant@rochestermn.gov or
call 507-328-6890.

WAGGING
FOR THE
REP

Dog Walk and
Fundraiser for the
Rochester Repertory Theatre
August 6, 10 a.m.
Rep Theatre
103 Seventh Street NE
Bring a dog or we can
find one for you.
Help support the Rep!
Contact Joel Starks for
information or registration:
507-722-2179 or
sparkymn1@gmail.com

Interested in helping your pet live their best life?
Find out how Acupuncture and
Traditional Chinese medicine can help
today!
(651) 388-1103
Red Wing, MN
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RESCUE DIRECTORY |

RESCUE
DIRECTORY
ACT V RESCUE & REHABILITATION
actvrescue.org
info@actvrescue.org
ANIMAL HUMANE SOCIETY
Five locations: Buffalo, Coon Rapids,
Golden Valley, St. Paul, and Woodbury
animalhumanesociety.org
763-522-4325
Adoption, surrender, education
programs, pet training, a free
behavior helpline, boarding, low-cost
spay/neuter, cruelty investigation/
rescue and pet loss services.
AUSSIE RESCUE OF MINNESOTA, INC.
aussierescuemn.org
nanmarka@earthlink.net
763-441-4377
Rescuing Aussies and Aussie mixes.
BASSET BUDDIES RESCUE, INC.
bassetbuddiesrescue.org
info@bbrescue.org
262-347-8823
To rescue, foster and place
adoptable Basset Hounds in loving,
permanent homes.
BROWN COUNTY HUMANE
SOCIETY (New Ulm)
brownchumanes.org
bchsnu@hotmail.com
507-359-2312
Protection and welfare of animals
through education, sanctuary,
adoption and promotion of
responsible ownership.
CAMP COMPANION, INC. (Rochester)
campcompanion.org
questions@campcompanion.org
507-951-7801
Trap-Neuter-Return for farm and
feral cats.Adoption program for
cats and dogs with adoption events
every Saturday at different pet
stores in Rochester.
CARING FOR CATS (St. Paul)
caring-for-cats.org
651-407-8485
All-volunteer, no-kill, non-profit
shelter for cats and kittens in North
St. Paul, funded 100% by donations.
CATS MEOW DOGS BARK RESCUE
kelvarmair.petfinder.com
adoptablepets@aol.com
651-343-1964

Foster-based rescue focused on
owner surrenders.
CHICKEN RUN RESCUE
Chickenrunrescue.org
chickenrunrescue@comcast.net
The only urban chicken rescue of its
kind provides abandoned chickens
with love, shelter and vet care, and
adopts the birds, as companion
animals only, within 90 miles of the
Twin Cities.
COCO’S HEART DOG RESCUE
cocosheartdogrescue.org
ashley@cocosheartdogrescue.org
Foster-based rescue that has
saved dogs and cats from
unfortunate circumstances,
rescuing more than 800 dogs and
cats in 2.5 years.
COTTONWOOD COUNTY ANIMAL
RESCUE (Windom)
cottonwoodanimalrescue.com
cottonwoodanimalrescue@gmail.com
507-831-4110
Dedicated to re-homing and preventing
unwanted and abandoned animals.
DOBERMAN RESCUE MINNESOTA
dobermanrescueminnesota.com
support@dobermanrescueminnesota.com

651-256-2294
To promote responsible pet ownership and
eliminate the abuse, abandonment, neglect
and deaths of Doberman Pinschers.
ENGLISH SPRINGER RESCUE
AMERICA, INC.
springerrescue.org
springerrescuemidwest@gmail.com
507-271-8107
Foster care placement organization
for Springer Spaniels.
FELINE RESCUE INC. (St. Paul)
felinerescue.org
info@felinerescue.org
651-642-5900
No-kill 501c3 shelter, foster,
outreach, and education for stray,
abused and abandoned cats until
they are adopted.
GEMINI ROTTWEILER AND
PITBULL RESCUE
gemini.petfinder.org
mjw96@frontiernet.net
320-598-3087
We are dedicated to saving the lives
of these misunderstood breeds, and
offering them a second chance at a
forever home.

GREAT DANE RESCUE OF MN & WI
gdromn.org
gdromn@gmail.com
715-222-4848
All-volunteer rescue for Great Danes
in Minnesota and Wisconsin.
GREYHOUND PETS OF AMERICA MN
gpa-mn.org
info@gpa-mn.org
763-785-4000
Rescuing /placing retired racing
greyhounds.
HEADING HOME K9 RESCUE
headinghomek9rescue.com,
petfinder.com/shelters/MN333.html,
facebook.com/HHK9MN
kladams4545@gmail.com
Dedicated to rescuing homeless and
unwanted dogs with a soft spot for former
puppy-mill dogs, senior dogs, big black
mixed breeds, special needs and those sick
and injured.
HIAWATHA ANIMAL HUMANE
SOCIETY (Lake City, Wabasha,
Kellogg, surrounding)
www.hahumanesociety.org
hiawathaanimal@hotmail.com
651-448-0396
Takes in local stray and unwanted animals,
places them in foster homes, and adopts
them out into loving, forever homes.
501c3, volunteer organization.
HUMANE SOCIETY OF GOODHUE
COUNTY (Red Wing)
hsgcpets.org
director@hsgcpets.org
651-388-5286
Nonprofit, limited-admission, low-kill
shelter taking in all strays from Goodhue
County and other areas as well as owner
surrenders when space is available.
ITALIAN GREYHOUND RESCUE
OF MN/ND
Kristin (MN): igrescuemn@gmail.com
Michelle (ND): igrescuend@gmail.com
iggyrescue.org
Foster-based rescue and rehoming
service, and an IGCA affiliate.
LUCKY’S PLACE
luckysplace.org
jan@luckysplace.org
320-241-1829
No-kill, non-profit cat rescue.
LUV A CHIN JAPANESE CHIN
RESCUE (Twin Cities based,
nationwide foster network)
www.luvachinrescue.org

info@luvachinrescue.org
507-641-4428
Rescuing, rehabilitating, and
rehoming Japanese Chins in need.
MARTIN COUNTY HUMANE
SOCIETY (Fairmont)
mchsofmn.org
pawprints01@hotmail.com
507-238-1885
Cares for the homeless animals of
Martin County at the Carl Nettifee
Animal Shelter, finding placement
for them in new homes.
MIDWEST PUG RESCUE MN DIVISION
mnmidwestpugrescue.com
mnmprinfo@gmail.com
We rescue and provide safe and loving
homes to abandoned, surrendered, stray
and neglected pugs and find
them new ‘fur’ever homes.
MINNESOTA BOXER RESCUE
mnboxerrescue.rescuegroups.org
MNBoxerRescue@yahoo.com
763-647-3437
Rescue, rehabilitate and re-home
displaced and unwanted Boxers.
MINNESOTA COMPANION RABBIT
SOCIETY
mncompanionrabbit.org
651-768-9755
Volunteer, nonprofit organization
dedicated to improving the lives of
companion rabbits.
MINNESOTA GREYHOUND RESCUE
Minnesotagreyhoundrescue.org
MinnesotaGreyhoundRescue@yahoo.com

507-272-3467
Dedicated to finding responsible
homes for Greyhounds who are no
longer used by the racing industry.
MINNESOTA HOOVED ANIMAL
RESCUE FOUNDATION
mnhoovedanimalrescue.org
info@mnhoovedanimalrescue.org
763-856-3119
Non-profit organization dedicated
to rescuing, rehabilitating, retraining
and re-homing horses and other
hooved animals in need.
MINNESOTA SHELTIE RESCUE
mnsheltierescue.org
info@mnsheltierescue.org
612-616-7477
Finding the best and last home for
Shelties in need.
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MINNESOTA WISCONSIN COLLIE
RESCUE
mwcr.org
collietalk@yahoo.com
612-869-0480
Dedicated to finding new hope
and new homes for Collies in need
of homes.
MOWER COUNTY HUMANE
SOCIETY (Austin)
mowercountyhumanesociety.org
emailmchs-dogs@yahoo.com
507-437-9262
No-kill shelter staffed entirely by
volunteers.
MORRISON COUNTY ANIMAL
HUMANE SOCIETY (Little Falls)
mcpets.org
connieb@mcpets.org or
info@mcpets.org
320-632-0703
We take in unloved and unwanted
animals to place in forever homes.
NATIONAL BRITTANY RESCUE AND
ADOPTION NETWORK
nbran.org
dvoeltz@pie.midco.net
605-224-2964
Rescues, rehabilitates and re-homes
Brittanys in need.
NORTHERN LIGHTS GREYHOUND
ADOPTION
NLGA-MN.org
guber2nac@aol.com
763-754-9754
Dedicated to finding responsible homes for
retired racing Greyhounds and educating
the public about Greyhounds as pets.
NORTHSTAR GREAT PYRENEES
RESCUE OF MN
northstargreatpyrs.com
marnie@northstargreatpyrs.com
612-379-0010
Dedicated to providing rescue/rehoming,
breed education and fun activities for
Great Pyrenees and their owners.
NORTHSTAR SHIH TZU RESCUE
facebook.com/NorthStarShihTzuRescue
tzuresq@gmail.com
612-209-4502
We rescue Shih Tzu and Shih Tzu blend
dogs, evaluate them in foster homes and
then match them to their perfect family.
NORTHWOODS ANIMAL RESCUE
SANCTUARY & ADOPTION CENTER
“NARS” (Andover)
northwoodsrescue.org
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NORTHWOODS HUMANE SOCIETY
(Wyoming)
northwoodshs.org
Info@northwoodshs.org
651-982-0240
Serving Chisago County and
surrounding communities by caring
for animals in need and helping them
find a home.
PAWS AND CLAWS HUMANE
SOCIETY (Rochester)
pawsandclaws.org
info@pawsandclaws.org
507-288-7226
To promote and provide humane
protection and shelter for abandoned
or lost companion animals, seek
adoptive homes, provide public
education regarding the societal
problem of animal overpopulation,
promote responsible companion animal
care, and advocate the spaying and
neutering of all companion animals.
PAWS=PRECIOUS ANIMALS
WORTH SAVING
pawsofjackson.com
pawsofjackson@gmail.com
507-841-1834
Working together to save as many animals
as possible in the Jackson County area.
PET HAVEN INC. OF MN
PetHavenMN.org
admin@pethavenmn.org
952-831-3825
Created in 1952 to rescue, rehome
and advocate for companion animals.
PRAIRIE’S EDGE HUMANE
SOCIETY (Northfield)
prairiesedgehs.org
admin@prairiesedgehs.org
507-664-1035
Serving Rice County. Mission to
promote the value of animals
through care and education

RUFF START RESCUE
ruffstartrescue.org
info@ruffstartrescue.org
763-355-3981
SAFE HAVEN PET RESCUE
(Rochester)
safehavenpetrescue.org
safehavencat@yahoo.com
507-529-4079
Committed to finding safe, loving and
secure homes for lost, abandoned
and stray companion animals.
S.A.F.E. SANCTUARY (FARIBAULT)
safesanctuary.org
safeanimalsanctuary@hotmail.com
507-334-7901
Foster-based, no-kill rescue
SAVE-A-BULL RESCUE
saveabullmn.com
Dedicated to the rescue,
rehabilitation, and re-homing of
American Pit Bull Terriers and other
Bull breeds.
SECOND CHANCE ANIMAL RESCUE
secondchancerescue.org
651-771-5662
Foster-based dog and cat rescue
organization dedicated to rescuing,
caring for and adopting out homeless
dogs and cats.
SECONDHAND HOUNDS
(Minnetonka)
Secondhandhounds.org
SHHAdoptions@gmail.com
952-322-7643
SHIH TZU RESCUE OF MINNESOTA
shihtzurescuemn.org
All-volunteer organization with a
mission to rescue, rehabilitate, and
rehome Shih Tzus and Shih Tzu mixes.

RESCUED PETS ARE WONDERFUL
rpaw.org
info@rpaw.org
763-757-8204
To rescue companion animals and
find them loving forever homes.

SMALL DOG RESCUE OF
MINNESOTA
smalldogsminnesota.org
info@smalldogsminnesota.org
All-volunteer group committed
to the rescue, rehabilitation,
and placement of dogs
20 pounds and under.

RETRIEVE A GOLDEN OF
MINNESOTA (RAGOM)
ragom.org
rescue@ragom.org
952-946-8070
Rescuing and re-homing Golden
Retrievers and Golden mixes in MN,
IA, ND, SD and western WI.

SOUTHWEST METRO ANIMAL
RESCUE
swmetroanimalrescue.org
swmetroanimalrescue@hotmail.com
952-368-PAWS (7297)
Non-profit organization committed
to the rescue of abandoned, abused
and stray domestic animals.

STEELE COUNTY HUMANE
SOCIETY (Owatonna)
steelecountyhumanesociety.org
adoptapetschs@yahoo.com
507-451-4512
Foster home based rescue helping
stray and abandoned animals in
greater Steele County.
TRI-COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY
tricountyhumanesociety.org
pets@tricountyhumanesociety.org
320-252-0896
We believe in the human/animal
bond and exist to support Central
Minn. by practicing and promoting
quality adoption services and
education programs.
WAGS & WHISKERS ANIMAL
RESCUE OF MN
wagsmn.org
wagswhiskersmn@gmail.com
Volunteer 501(c)(3), non-profit
animal rescue organization
dedicated to saving the lives of
homeless animals and educating
the community on responsible pet
ownership.
WASECA COUNTY ANIMAL
HUMANE SOCIETY
wcahs.petfinder.com
wcahsadoptions@gmail.com
507-201-7287
501c3, no-kill organization that
helps homeless animals of all types
in numerous counties in South
Central Minn.
WINONA AREA HUMANE SOCIETY
winonahumanesociety.org
507-452-3135

LOST AND
FOUND PETS
Report lost and found pets
of Southeast Minnesota:
facebook.com/SEMNLost.Found
Report lost and found dogs
of Minnesota:
facebook.com/LDoMN

STOP OVER-POPULATION

SPAY AND NEUTER
YOUR PETS

GET THE SCOOP
JUNE
Throughout Summer Safe Haven’s Brat wagon will
continue through the summer on various dates,
11am–4pm, Silver Lake Foods, 507-529-4079,
safehavenpetrescue.org

GET THE SCOOP|
June 25 Pet-A-Palooza, 9am–4pm, State Fairgrounds,
minnesota.cbslocal.com/pet-a-palooza
June 26 English Springer Rescue America “Meet the
Springers,” 11am–1pm, Chuck & Don’s, Hudson, Wis.,
springerrescuemidwest.org

JULY

Aug 28 Yappy Hour at Wildwood
Sports Bar and Grill, 3–6pm,
wildwoodsportsbarandgrill.com
Aug 28 Pause for Paws Adoption Event, Noon, Jewish Community Center, St. Louis Park,
dobermanrescueminnesota.com

June 4–5 Paws and Claws Annual Rummage Sale,
Olmsted Co. Fairgrounds building #35,
pawsandclaws.org

July 9 Wellness Clinic, 2-4:30pm, Rochester Pet &
Country Store, south location, rochesterfeed.com

June 4 Brat stand fundraiser for Great Dane Rescue
of MN and WI and Great Dane Sanctuary, 10am–3pm,
Von Hansons Meats, North Oaks, gdromn.org

July 9-10 Grand opening of expanded training and
grooming facility, Rocheter Pet & Country Store, 3155
Wellner Dr., rochesterfeed.com

Sept 10 ARF in the PARK,
a BACB Unleashed signature event,
11am–3pm, Eagles Club of Rochester,
BACBunleashed.com

June 4 CeleBARK 2016, a BACB Unleashed
signature event, 12–3pm, Eagles Club of Rochester,
BACBunleashed.com

July 10 Yappy Hour at Wildwood Sports Bar and Grill,
3–6pm, wildwoodsportsbarandgrill.com

Sept 10 SlobberFest at Rochester Pet & Country Store
south location, 11am–3pm, rochesterfeed.com

July 10 3rd annual Dane Zoomarama at the Dane
Farm, Siren Wisc. Potluck, all dogs welcome. Three
wooded acres for play, bobbing for hot dogs, rally
course and lots of dog talk, gdromn.org

Sept 10 Coon Rapids Chuck and Dons Meet and
Greet, 10am, dobermanrescueminnesota.com

June 4 Elk River Chuck and Don’s Meet and Greet,
11am, dobermanrescueminnesota.com
June 5 Yappy Hour at Wildwood Sports Bar and Grill,
3–6pm, wildwoodsportsbarandgrill.com
June 11–12 Minnesota Pet Expo, Minneapolis
Convention Center, minnesotapetexpo.com

July 16 English Springer Rescue America “Meet
the Springers,” 11am–1pm, Chuck & Don’s, Savage,
springerrescuemidwest.org

June 12 Coon Rapids Chuck and Dons Meet and
Greet, 10am, dobermanrescueminnesota.com

July 16 Minnesota Boxer Rescue Meet and
Greet, 10am, Plymouth Chuck and Don’s,
mnboxerrescue.rescuegroups.org

June 12 Forest Lake Chuck and Dons Meet and
Greet, 10am, dobermanrescueminnesota.com

July 16 Camp Companion adoption at Rochester Pet
& Country Store, south location, rochesterfeed.com

June 14 Progressive Ag Safety Day for kids 4–11,
police K-9 demo, first aid kit building, chemical
lookalike education, animal safety tips, electrical and
fire safety, 8:45 a.m. to 3 p.m., 4-H Building, Olmsted
County Fairgrounds, $, chsrochester.com/safetyday

July 17 Forest Lake Chuck and Dons Meet and Greet,
10am, dobermanrescueminnesota.com

June 17 UnCorked wine tasting for Camp Companion, Salem Glen Winery 4–8pm. Now accepting silent
auction items. Contact rhonda@campcompanion.org.
campcompanion.org
June 18 Wellness Clinic, 2-4:30pm; Camp Companion
adoption at Rochester Pet & Country Store, south location, rochesterfeed.com
June 18 Safe Haven’s annual Riding For Rover &
Friends Motorcycle Run, 10am, beginning at North Star
Bar, 507-529-4079, safehavenpetrescue.org
June 18–19 June Dog Jam, high-flying disc dogs
11th annual competition, 9am, Lincolnshire Park,
mndiscdog.com

July 23 Brat stand fundraiser for Great Dane
Rescue of MN and WI and Great Dane
Sanctuary, 10am–3pm, Von Hansons Meats,
North Oaks, gdromn.org
July 24 Yappy Hour at Wildwood Sports Bar and Grill,
3–6pm, wildwoodsportsbarandgrill.com

AUGUST
Aug 6 Elk River Chuck and Dons Meet and Greet,
11am, dobermanrescueminnesota.com
August 6 Wellness Clinic, 2-4:30pm, Rochester Pet &
Country Store, south location, rochesterfeed.com
Aug 14 Yappy Hour at Wildwood Sports Bar and Grill,
3–6pm, wildwoodsportsbarandgrill.com

June 18 K-9 Carnival, Soldiers Field Park, George
Gibbs Dr SW, 9am–4pm. Vendors, dog games, animal
communicator, microchip clinic, food, information, meet the breed. All dogs welcome on a leash,
RochesterMNKennelClub.com

Aug 17 Sidewalk Dog Blue Plate Series, 5pm, Maple
Grove 3 Squares, mnboxerrescue.resquegroups.org

June 18 Oxbow Park/Zollman Zoo animal feedings.
Bear 10am; River otters 1pm; bird of prey 3pm.

August 20 Camp Companion Adoption at Rochester
Pet & Country Store, south location, rochesterfeed.com

June 19 Yappy Hour at Wildwood Sports Bar and Grill,
3–6pm, wildwoodsportsbarandgrill.com

Aug 21 Forest Lake Chuck and Dons Meet and Greet,
10am, dobermanrescueminnesota.com

June 20 Martin County Humane Society annual golf
outing, 4pm, Rose Lake Golf Course, mchsofmn.org

Aug 27 Brat stand fundraiser for Great Dane Rescue
of MN and WI and Great Dane Sanctuary, 10am–3pm,
Von Hansons Meats, North Oaks, gdromn.org

June 25 Rideability Pony Up, pony ride fundraiser,
Rochester Pet & Country Store south location,
11am–3pm, rochesterfeed.com

Aug 20 Minnesota Boxer Rescue Meet and
Greet, 10am, Maple Grove Chuck and Don’s,
mnboxerrescue.rescuegroups.org

August 27 Wellness Clinic, 2-4:30pm, Rochester Pet &
Country Store, south location, rochesterfeed.com

SEPTEMBER

Sept 11 Best Friends Animal Society Strut Your Mutt
annual fundraising dog walk, 5K run and festival,
8am–1pm, Twin Cities loation, strutyourmutt.org
Sept 18 Yappy Hour at Wildwood Sports Bar and Grill,
3–6pm, wildwoodsportsbarandgrill.com
Sept 24 Minnesota Boxer Rescue Wiggle
Fest, 11am, New Brighton Long Lake Park,
mnboxerrescue.rescuegroups.org
Sept 24 Dobe O Rama, biggest Doberman
event of the year! 10am, Civic Center, Buffalo,
dobermanrescueminnesota.com
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| HAPPY TAILS

A motorhome named
Lt. Pete Mitchell
transforms weekends
into retreats for a couple
and their dogs
By Tonya Miller

I

n 2014, after having tried
most other camping vessels,
we bought a motorhome—
a 30-foot 1997 Georgie Boy
Maverick Class C that we
named Lt. Pete Mitchell.
We were immediately hooked.
Having the RV means we can
go anywhere we want and bring
our dogs without worrying about
where they will stay or if they are
allowed or if we’ll need to pay a
pet deposit.

MEET THE RIDERS

I am an introvert and I enjoy having a fair amount of time to myself
to create all of the things that go
on in my brain. Being in the RV
with my family is the best place to
accomplish this. I drag all of my
“hobbies” along every weekend
because I have no idea what mood
may strike.
Hubs is an extrovert and likes
to explore and be out among the
people. He loves to ride his bike,
take the dogs on a hike or to the
water and chat with people or dogs
that come along.
Our Miniature Pinscher, Ruby,
is a 6-pound, high-strung bundle
of nerves and energy who is strong

willed and loyal to a fault. She is
skeptical of strangers but sweet
when she warms up to them.
Our Chihuahua, Belle, is
potentially the sweetest dog in the
world. She is cuddly and would
let you pet her for hours. Her bark
is low and raspy. She is … not
skinny. Despite being “husky,”
Belle is a go-getter ... before she
reverts to nap mode.
Our Shepherd/Lab/Husky mix,
Maddux, is the adventurous dog
of the group. He is 80 pounds and
loves to sit shotgun in the RV. He
likes to hike and pull a sled in the
winter. He will sit outside wherever
we are and watch the world go by,
unless there is a squirrel; then he is
all about the squirrel.

READY TO GO

Ruby can hear Lt Pete Mitchell’s
engine, and she starts to become
insane. Belle props herself up to
see what all the fuss is about. They
get so excited, they run circles
around each other and bark. I
assume the barking is in case
we would ever think of leaving
without them.
Maddux only gets wound up
towards the end of the packing-up

BOONDOCKING
IN RED WING

We travel mostly in southern
Minnesota on the weekends
during the summer. We enjoy
boondocking, which means you
park anywhere legal, like a parking
lot or a side street, but there are
no RV hookups.
Red Wing is my favorite place
to stay. We have been there
several times, but the most
enjoyable time was when Hubs
and I parked outside of Andy’s
Sports Bar and went in for a bite
and beer. He stayed for the Wild
hockey game while the dogs and
I napped in the camper.
After the game, we looked for
an overnight spot. The next day,
we took our bikes down a trail to
the farmers market (redwingfarmersmarket.org) where we were able
to get some great pineapple salsa
and baked goods.
We gathered the crew and went
for a long walk in Bay Point Park.
Later, we ate some of our farmers
market treats and took a nap. After
taking the pups for a potty break,
we walked up to Bayside Tap &
Steakhouse (baysidetapandsteakhouse.com) for a relaxing lunch.
For us RVing has been a great
way to connect with our fur
family and be able to do what we
love to do, together or separately.
We never thought a seemingly
mundane purchase would bring
us as much joy as it has.
Tonya Miller is a wife, fur mama
and artist. Nothing makes her
happier than being in the RV with
her art supplies and her family.
Read about her family’s adventures
at http://rvdogventures.com.

The Millers spend their weekends with Ruby, Belle, and Maddux and everyone has a place in the RV.
34 | wagazine | SUMMER 2016

Photos courtesy Tonya Miller.

RV

ADVENTURES

process. He can see all the food
and backpacks going in, and
he will howl to let us know he
is ready. When we let them all
outside to leave, they run to Pete.
Maddux takes his place in the
front, and the girls and I relax in
the back on the couch.
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Enjoy the best
Invisible Fence®
Brand has to offer!

Up to $300
OFF!

Offer valid on professionally installed, premium outdoor containment packages. Must present coupon at time of purchase. Not combinable with other discounts or
valid on previous purchases. Participating dealers only. Expires 07/31/16.

Act now to schedule a FREE, no obligation, in-home consultation!
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Get to Know Your Best Friends in Real Estate...

Natalia

Sylvia

Natalia Baker, Realtor
with Chocolate Lab, Stella
507-993-1792

Nataliabaker@edinarealty.com
www.edinarealty.com/Natalia-baker-realtor

Nate Norrie, Realtor
with Lab mix, Baldwin
507-316-2400

nathannorrie@edinarealty.com
www.edinarealty.com/nathan-norrie-realtor

Sylvia Rogers, REALTOR®CRS, GRI, ABR, CNHS, ASP, SRS
with Collie mix, Sophie and Australian Cattle Dog, Willie
507-535-7039
SylviaRogers@edinarealty.com
www.SylviaRogers.com

Jenna

Trina

Nate

Jenna Martindale, REALTOR®, CNHS, RCC
with Lab mix, Bandit and Yellow Lab, Bella
507-993-7036
JennaMartindale@EdinaRealty.com
www.RochesterMinnesotaHomesForSale.com

Trina Solano, REALTOR®, CNHS, GRI, SRES
with Black Lab, Tar
507-261-4030
trinasolano@edinarealty.com
www.trinasolano.edinarealty.com

1301 Salem Road SW, Rochester, MN 55902

