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To our pets, the grass really is greener
in the neighbor’s yard.
Proud Supporter of the
Paws & Claws Humane Society

Our exclusive Boundary Plus®Technology
provides your pets more of your yard to enjoy
and greater protection from escape.
• Maximum Space to Safely Run and Play –
The only professionally installed solution where your pet’s boundary begins
at the buried cable, maximizing your pet’s play area.
• Exclusive No-Escape Technology with Perceived Endless Boundary –
Addresses a main concern with traditional pet fences in that traditional
technology creates a boundary limited in size; Boundary Plus® Technology
creates a perceived endless boundary.

We had our Invisible Fence® Brand system
installed 10 years ago and during that time
have trained 5 dogs on the system. Living in a
somewhat rural environment it’s not unusual for us
to have deer, turkeys, a variety of birds and even
a woodchuck run through our property. Our dogs
are Springer Spaniels so they love a good chase,
but have without fail stopped at the property line
every time. I believe that this is due to the quality
of the system and the training our dogs have
received. Invisible Fence® Brand has kept our
dogs safe at home!

•
with leading animal behaviorists.

- Ann and Todd, Mantorville, MN

Invisible Fence of Southern Minnesota
507.280.9791 | 800-578-DOGS (3647)
www.InvisibleFence.com
©2015 Invisible Fence, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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www.thewagazine.com | 3

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE STORES?

ROCHESTER FEED CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SEPTEMBER
12

6th Annual Slobberfest
South Location
12-19 Purina Feeding Frenzy Days
14-30 Pet Food Spot Light Precise
Dog & Cat Food
19
Camp Companion
Adoption Days
19
Winterizing your Chickens
North Location

Check our website and
facebook for details and
NEW EVENTS!

OCTOBER
TBD

Flocktober Days Purina Feeds
1-3
Fall Dansko Event Days
10
Winterizing your Chickens
South Location
1-17 Pet Food Spot Light
Earthborn Dog & Cat Food
18-31 Pet Food Spot Light
Fromms Family Brand
31
Halloween day bring your dog
In with a costume and get a
Free gift for your dog
Fall Birdfeeder Sale
(Watch Facebook Or Website For Birdseed Sale)

NOVEMBER
1-14
14

Petfood Spotlight Wellness Brand
Pictures With Santa
South Location
15-30 Petfood Spotlight Orijen Acana
22-28 Anything Turkey Sale

DECEMBER
5

12

Santa Pictures And Bake Sale
with Small Dog Rescue
North Location
Rideability Bake Sale Fund Raiser
South Location

Rochester Pet & Country Store
NORTH LOCATION: 3155 Wellner Dr. NE, Rochester • 507.289.1396
SOUTH LOCATION: 5 11-1/2 St SE, Rochester • 507.285.5547 • rochesterfeed.com
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For this special puppy, Wheels is both a name and an inspirational cheer.
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Wheels is a rescue pup with spina bifida.

Wheels is my current foster puppy. His owner contacted our rescue to relinquish this special-needs
Springer after the vet suggested euthanasia. “No way,” the owner thought; “this dog deserves a chance
at life.”
Wheels was born with a congenital defect of his spine, which causes weakness in his hind legs and
an unsteady gait. A neurologist at the University of Minnesota diagnosed Wheels with spina bifida, a
malformation of the spinal cord and vertebrae. In his case, several vertebrae have stacked up, leaving a
visible bump in his back.
In all other ways, Wheels is a healthy, growing pup. He loves to play with my dogs, often instigating
the game by barking and play-growling. He loves to eat, and he wastes no time in the morning letting us
know that he’s hungry and it’s time for breakfast. Wheels knows his name and comes when he’s called. He
loves exploring the yard, chewing on rawhides and snuggling at the end of the day. When he sleeps, he
burrows his head into the crook of an arm or the fold of a blanket.
Of course, Wheels doesn’t know he has a disability. He is tenacious, happy, and proof that it’s hard to
keep a good dog down.
Like many rescues, our rescue meets dogs at their levels, regardless of ages or histories. We do our best
to understand them medically and behaviorally and to find their ideal homes. Thus, Wheels is no different
from the 10-year-old ailing Springer we helped out of the pound after he’d been found as a stray. Or the
healthy 2-year-old whose owner entered hospice care and could no longer keep her dog. There are many
happy endings, but at any given moment, another dog’s story is in progress.
Our own animals can be unpredictable, too. On p. 18, we feature Todd, a Chiweenie whose spinal
injury forced his owners to choose between treatment and euthanasia. I don’t want to give away the
ending, but owner Nikki Peterson sums it up: “He’s not a burden; he’s a family member.”
This is why many pet owners consider health insurance for their pets. We explore that topic on p.28.
Sometimes we don’t even seek out the pets in our life. They find us and become a wonderful responsibility that we didn’t know we needed. Mary Kettl describes how she adopted her puppy, Ben, on p.32.
What is the prognosis for Wheels? Until he is skeletally mature, we don’t know. He will be challenged by
his weak legs, that is certain. He may lose use of them altogether or lose continence. Or not. His future is
simply unknown.
So until he’s adopted, Wheels will simply remain a family member and never a burden.

Article information, ideas
and comments:

Ellington Starks
507-271-8107

ellie@thewagazine.com

www.thewagazine.com
Find us on Facebook:
the wagazine

CONGRATULATIONS!
We are proud to announce the winner of the Pet Stop fencing system giveaway:
PJ Tucker from Rochester. Thanks to all who participated in this giveaway!
www.thewagazine.com | 5

Stinky the cat - snoozing through the
Fall Wagazine production. - Kate Brue
My granddaughter Blake having a
sleepover with her 1-year-old “cousin”
Ziggy. they usually wear themselves
out with a game of tag before a
bedside cuddle. - Kris Ryan

{

My Teddy Bear Lola is 4 years old
and is very photogenic. - Katie Rosa

Want to see your pet in print?
Send photos to kate@thewagazine.com.

{

| PETS ON PARADE

Top: Simon has to be touching you
when he’s nearby or he’s not happy.
Good thing I have a stationary
mouse! Bottom: This is Simon’s
infamous “people trap.” Nobody can
resist the belly! - Christina Haverman

Here are the “3 musketeers,” Gromit,
Mike & Dad (Sean). Gromit was
adopted through English Springer
Rescue America Inc. - Kari Arnett
Waldo is a Poodle owned by creative
groomer Stacie Leifeld of Stylin’ Pets
Grooming in Cannon Falls.

{In Loving Memory... {

Cooper with his little family
members Alyvia and Austin.

When our 11-year old dog, Reno (left), died unexpectedly in May,
our lives were turned upside down and we were left with a huge hole
in our hearts. The void in our lives could only be fulfilled by opening
our hearts to another dog. We adopted 3-month-old Cooper (right)
from Martin County Humane Society in July. A tribute my sister, Angie,
shared says it best: “Don’t hold the love that you have within yourself.
Give it to another like me and then I will live forever.” - Nicole Engler
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Top: Sushi, 5, is a Camp Companion
rescue. He was chosen by my son,
Julian, who thought it was neat that
Sushi had eye colors that matched
Keefer’s. Bottom: We found Keefer,
14, in the back yard 12 years ago.
He had frost-bitten ears, a broken
tail, bite wounds and was starving.
We named him Keefer because he
showed up around St. Patrick’s day
and that sounded Irish. - Jean Rynda

Prairie Walls Climbing Gym
100 DOG YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Adults and children: Lessons, Birthday parties, Group events
4420 19th St. NW, Rochester, MN 55902

507-292-0511 prairiewalls.com

BUY ONE DAY PASS - GET ONE FREE!
Must bring in coupon. $15.00 value. See web-site for details.
Expires 11/1/2015

Growlers & Cans
TO GO
7 days a week!
@kinneycreekbrew
#kinneycreekbrewery
kinneycreekbrew

rvice
Removal Se
Pet Waste

•
•
•
•

1016 7th St. NW
Rochester, MN 55901
(507) 282-2739

Small animals, birds and exotics

Weekly Service
Bi-monthly Service
One Time Service
Easy Monthly Billing

The Doo Crew eliminates the most unpleasant
aspects of dog ownership. For a surprisingly
low price, we will find, scoop and haul away all
those nasty “canine calling cards!”
Serving the Austin & Rochester areas since 2000

507-438-6415
www.doocrewmn.com

Laura Toddie, DVM | Travis Einertson, DVM
Jennifer Watson, DVM

507-288-2050

Same day appointments available!

2117 North Hwy 52 • Rochester, MN
www.heritagepetvet.net
find us on facebook

TO LENGTHEN AND STRENGTHEN THE UNIQUE BOND BETWEEN PETS AND THEIR PEOPLE

/kinneycreekbrewery

Rochester’s first
production brewery
in 90 years,
creating fresh, local,
fire brewed craft beer
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| RESCUE

By Nicole L. Czarnomski | Photography by Kelvin Andow

ESTABLISHED: WAHS HAS SERVED THE WINONA AREA FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS.
LOCATION: 1112 EAST BROADWAY, WINONA, MINN.
MISSION: TO PREVENT CRUELTY TO ANIMALS, TO RELIEVE THE SUFFERING OF ANIMALS AND TO PROVIDE
HUMANE EDUCATION THROUGHOUT THE WINONA AREA.

winonahumanesociety.org
WHO THEY ARE:

WAHS is a 501(c) (3) non-profit
organization. They rely on donations and fees collected to cover
the costs of caring for animals
and operating the facility.

PASSION:

“We do everything we can to
make each animal that comes
through our doors happy and
healthy,” says Dusty Holland,
facility manager. He says they help
animals with disabilities too. In
the last year, WAHS veterinarian
Dr. Deb Finnegan performed
8 | wagazine | fall 2015

surgeries for two kittens born
with birth defects and an adult
cat that was hit by a car.

VOLUNTEER
COMMITMENT:

“We have several volunteers
working with us, including
members from local college fraternities and sororities. We have
a crew to walk dogs, clean cat litter boxes and assist with office
duties,” Holland says.
“We also work with the local
Legacies Program. The Legacies
Program is a group of adoles-

cents through young adults who
socialize one on one with the
cats at WAHS. These individuals
form a bond with the cats. It’s a
great program for both parties.”

BY THE NUMBERS:

220 cats and 30 dogs were
placed in homes in the first seven months of 2015.

IN ACTION:

The 15th annual “An Affair
for the Animals” is November
6 at Visions Event Center in
Winona. The fundraiser includes

a wine and beer tasting along
with a silent auction.

HOW TO HELP:

“We are open to cash donations, Science Diet cat and dog
food donations, bleach, 13-gallon trash bags, volunteers, foster homes and those seeking
to adopt a pet,” Holland says.
Contact wahs@hbci.com or call
507-452-3135.
Nicole L. Czarnomski is a
freelance writer based in
southeastern Minnesota.

ENJOY PATIO DINING...

Home of Rochester’s 1st ever “Yappy

Hour”
Follow our Facebook page more information!

while you still can.

Where friends meet!
Casual Easy Dining • Unique Menu
Monthly Food & Drink Specials
Bloody Mary Bar Every Weekend 11-3pm

WILDWOOD SPORTS BAR & GRILL
LATE NIGHT: Kitchen is open for full menu every day until 11pm
We serve appetizers & pizzas until Midnight.
HAPPY HOUR: Sun. - Fri. 3pm - 6pm | Sun. - Wed. 9pm - Midnight.
$1 OFF All Liquor, Beer & Wine | $2 OFF All Appetizers & Pizzas
HOURS: Mon - Fri 11am - 2am | Sat & Sun 10am - 2am | 507-226-8644

1517 16th St. SW • Rochester • 507-226-8380
Next to TJMaxx Shopping Plaza

www.wildwoodsportsbarandgrill.com
Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-11pm, Fri-Sat 11am-Midnight

Please join us for Winona Area Humane Society’s

An Affair for
the Animals

15th Annual

Wine Beer Tasting
Silent Auction

&

November 6th • 6pm to 9pm • Visions Event Center
Tickets available October 1st through November 5th
Tickets $25 • Must be 21 to attend
Please call 507-452-3135
or email wahs@hbci.com for more information

Help us
help them.

All proceeds
benefit
homeless
& unwanted
animals.
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YES, WE MAKE
HOUSE CALLS.

Riverwood Veterinary
Housecalls... Excellent medicine
and Compassionate Care,
all delivered in the comfortable
surroundings of your home.
We offer services for all ages
of dogs and cats.

VETERINARIAN
ALWAYS ON DUTY
Rochester Clinic
507-424-3976
121 23rd Ave SW
Rochester, MN 55902

Kathleen Appell, DVM
DVM@riverwoodvet.com

507.458.5466
riverwoodvet.com

HOURS: 6pm-8am Monday-Thursday
5pm Friday-8am Monday • Open all major holidays

			
			

“Your Visit
is not Complete
Unless you
Meet and Greet”
– Grace the Clinic Cat

animal clinic

NORTHERN VALLEY

507-282-0867 • www.northernvalleyvet.com
3309 Alberta Drive NE, Rochester

Appointment Hours : Mon, Thurs, Fri 7:30am to 6pm
Tue, Wed 7:30pm to 8:30pm • Saturdays 8am to 2pm

Michael Herman, DVM • Brad Treder, DVM
Mary McKie, DVM
Find us on
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TRAINING |

HOMING
PIGEONS

Tim Macken releases his white racing pigeons, who will return home to their loft.

How they make their way home
By Alison Rentschler | Photography by Kelvin Andow

H

oming pigeons look similar to
the pigeons you see flying around
downtown Rochester or in many
plazas in European cities. But homing
pigeons have a unique capability: they can be
taken far from home and let out to fly, and
they return to their home loft.
They also have a distinct look and a special
instinct for homing, said Mike Holton, who
has trained homing pigeons.
How do they do it? Holton explained that
there’s ongoing research about how it works.
“Two things they’re pretty sure about – the
gravitational pull and the sun. The rays could
act as a navigational tool.”

Homing pigeons have been trained to be
messenger pigeons and have even been used
in wars.

RACING PIGEONS

Homing pigeons can also be trained as
racing pigeons. Holton, who owned racing
pigeons in the past, used to be part of the
Rochester Racing Pigeon Club. The club
meets on Friday nights and races the birds on
Saturdays. “Everyone brings their birds and
crates,” he said.
Early on Saturday morning, all of the
pens are opened up from a truck at a specific
location, and the birds are released at the

same time. Tim Macken, a member of the
club, explained that each bird has a computer
chip on its leg. Everyone in the club has pads
in their home pigeon lofts that record the
times from the birds’ computer chips as each
bird returns to its loft.
“They walk over the pad in the pigeon
loft. It’s like how people run marathons and
have chips in their shoes that are read,” said
Macken.
Holton said that the club meets on
Sundays and downloads the race information
to log the times of the birds that raced.
“Everyone’s pigeon loft pad is calibrated by
GPS,” said Macken. This helps to estimate
the speed of each bird. “Our shortest race
was about 100 miles and our longest race was
about 600 miles.”
Macken sometimes brings a few of his
white racing pigeons to special events when
requested. After he lets them go, the pigeons
fly home to their loft.

www.thewagazine.com | 11

Clockwise from left: Members of the Rochester Racing Pigeon Club (left to right) are Wayne Winjum, Bob Volden, Ray Link, Tim Macken with Bentley, Steve Dietrich
and Dennis McNeilus. A computer chip band on the homing pigeon. A bird being placed into the shipping crate for transport after it is entered in to the computer for
the coming race. Some of Tim Macken’s pigeons exercising around his loft. Some of the white homing pigeons in Tim Macken’s loft.

BORN A BIRD GUY

Holton’s interest in pigeons formed when
he was 12. “My grandfather had a friend
with racing pigeons, and I was fascinated by
them. I got a couple pigeons and built a loft
and raised them.”
Later on, he raced pigeons. “Unfortunately
it’s getting to be a dying hobby,” he said. “It
used to be a sport of kings.”

TRAINING PIGEONS

How do you train pigeons? “It’s through
motivation,” said Holton. “You keep them
a little bit on the hungry side. Then you
train them how to trap.” That means
training them to go out of the loft through
a trap door.
Soon the birds are let out to fly outside
around the yard, roof and neighborhood.

“You can sit in the loft and feed them and all your stress
goes away. Something as simple as a bird can do that.”
							-Tim Macken
Macken’s interest is almost innate. “I’m
a believer that you’re kind of born being a
pigeon guy. Like there’s cat people … There’s
something about pigeon guys; they just like
birds,” Macken said. “It’s a nice hobby. You
can sit in the loft and feed them and all your
stress goes away. Something as simple as a
bird can do that.”
12 | wagazine | fall 2015

“After a couple weeks, we go on training
drops.” In training drops, he brings the
birds in crates to a distance of 1 or 2 miles
away at first, then up to 10 miles and then
further out.
Holton said he opens the crates in the
mornings around 8 or 9 a.m., so the sun is
positioned in the same place. After letting

the crates sit for 10 minutes or so, he
releases the birds.
“They’ll fly in a figure-8 and wait for all
the birds to catch up, and then they take
off,” he said. “You either have birds that are
good at getting home, or they’ll fly into a
wire or a hawk gets them, or they just don’t
have the homing ability.”

SHOWING PIGEONS

Now, Holton has moved in to showing
pigeons. He has about 30 that include three
rare show breeds, and he travels all over the
country showing his birds.
“You get to know the birds,” Holton said.
If the parents don’t feed the baby pigeons,
he has to hand-feed them. A healthy pigeon
lives until about age 15.
With show pigeons, “If birds win a lot of
shows, then they’re more valuable.”
Alison Rentschler is a writer and editor living
in Rochester.

This would
be so much
easier if I had
opposable
thumbs...

MY PET PROJECT APP
My Pet Project is an elegant, yet simple
solution to help you keep track of your
best friend’s medical details. Use the
My Pet Project App to have quick
access to all your pet’s microchip,
rabies and county license numbers,
as well as keep an eye out for any
upcoming vaccination dates.
My Pet Project allows you to
keep a record of your pet’s
medicine routine, allergies,
and veterinary information.
It also contains a detailed
cat/dog breed reference.

Add fun to
r
and fibiefe at
l
YOUR Purl’s!
Hank &
rns,
Fine ya
Classes, Fun!
and

Additional information
can be seen online at
mypetproject.net

1623 North Broadway, River Center Plaza, Rochester

507-226-8045 www.hankandpurls.com

Dan Nietz,
DVM

1412 Northstar Drive | Zumbrota, MN 55992

507- 732-7301
www.zumbrotavet.com
www.thewagazine.com | 13

| IN THE BUSINESS

A VOICE FOR THE
VOICELESS
The animal-themed books of The Gryphon Press
use fiction to reflect real animal issues
By Marlene Petersen

F

lying cows, singing frogs and bike-riding ducks. They’re
the stuff of many children’s animal picture books, igniting
imagination and bringing sweet dreams. Often based in
fantasy, however, the genre of children’s animal-based fiction
rarely reflects the issues real animals sometimes encounter—something
Emilie Buchwald and The Gryphon Press are working to change.

NURTURING COMPASSION
Founded by Emilie Buchwald in 2006, The Gryphon Press in
Minneapolis is a publisher of animal-based fiction whose mission is “to
bring children beautifully illustrated books about the human-animal
bond, books that foster empathy in children for other living beings.”
Showcasing a range of important issues in humane education, the
topics of Gryphon books explore animal abuse, neglect, overpopulation,
adoption and abandonment, the joys and responsibilities of pet ownership, teaching empathy to children, eliminating puppy mills, choosing
a pet for life, and family farming.
The inspiration for Gryphon began when Emilie adopted her canine
companion, Sam, and started following the blogs of The Humane
Society of the United States (HSUS) and the American Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA). There she discovered
many problems facing animals, including neglect, and sometimes
abuse, caused by children. Shocked, Emilie—a seasoned writer, editor
and publisher—researched the literary market to see what books existed
to help children understand the companionship and care of animals.
Unfortunately, she found very little.
“That was the point at which I decided there was a niche for a
press like Gryphon and began planning a children’s picture books
press whose message is to emphasize the need for compassion and
empathy towards animals,” Emilie recalls. “Our motto, ‘A Voice for
the Voiceless,’ expresses our sincere belief that there are ears willing to
listen to such a voice.”
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PRODUCING AWARD-WINNING TITLES
Being a small, animal-themed press, Gryphon’s focus is narrower than
many publishers and the number of titles it produces is smaller, but the
process is just as challenging.

“Our authors and illustrators must craft these stories 		
so that they will empower, educate and
delight children about those tough topics
without overwhelming them.” - Dana Buchwald
“Many people have the mistaken impression that it’s easy to write a
children’s picture book,” says Dana Buchwald, Emilie’s daughter, who
joined Gryphon in 2009 as its marketing and outreach director. “But
it’s as difficult and specialized as writing poetry; a writer must get a great
deal across in a limited amount of words in an engaging and evocative
manner while choosing language that has vocabulary-building value.
Our books take that already daunting task and up the ante by discussing issues whose realities can be upsetting. Our authors and illustrators
must craft these stories so that they will empower, educate and delight
children about those tough topics without overwhelming them.”
It’s a tall order, but one Gryphon achieves beautifully.
One of its first books, “Buddy Unchained”—an endearing tale about
a rescued puppy written by Emilie as Daisy Bix—won ASPCA’s Henry
Bergh Award for Best Children’s Picture Book and the HSUS KIND
Award and put the publisher on the map. Since its founding nine years
ago, Gryphon’s titles have continued to win award and accolades and
have brought enlightenment and inspiration to readers far beyond
Minnesota’s borders.

ARE YOU READY
FOR ME?
By Claire Buchwald
Illustration by Amelia Hansen

Almost every parent has heard the
question, “Please, can we get a
dog?” Now there is a book that will
help families answer that question,
a book that supports either answer.
“Are You Ready for Me?” shows what
life will be like with a dog, both the
responsibilities and the joys.
In the text, a dog and a pup,
waiting to be chosen at an animal
adoption center, ask two children
questions about how they will be
treated. Children and their parents
will recognize what it will mean
on a daily basis to bring a dog into
the family.
Families who choose to adopt a
dog can use this book to prepare
for and to anticipate the big day.
Parents can also draw on the book
to review responsibilities of family
members to pets they already have.
Download the
“Are You Ready for a Dog?” Kit
at www.thegryphonpress.com

BUDDY UNCHAINED
By Daisy Bix
Illustration by Joe Hyatt

What is life like, day after day, for a
dog kept outdoors in all weather on
a chain or a rope, alone all day—a
dog whose owners, for the most
part, forget that he’s alive? Buddy,
a lovable mixed-breed dog, has
had such an existence.
Happy in a new home, Buddy
tells the story of his former life of
neglect, abuse, and finally, rescue,
to live a good life with a family that
cares about him. Information is included for parents and other adults
about resources they can readily
contact when they encounter a dog
being abused.
Recipient of the 2006 ASPCA
Henry Bergh Award and the 2007
KIND Children’s Book Award

CALL THE HORSE
LUCKY

IT’S RAINING CATS
AND CATS!

By Juanita Havill
Illustration by Nancy Lane

By Jeanne Prevost
Illustration by Amelia Hansen

While visiting her grandmother in
the country, Mel discovers a neglected horse. Moved by the sight
of the rib-thin pinto with the sad,
glazed eyes and eager to help him,
Mel starts a rescue process that
results in the pinto’s being moved
to a horse rescue ranch to revive
him and treat his problems. At the
ranch, Mel learns about horse care
and continues to bond with the
horse she has named Lucky.

When Jim and his mom return
home from the vet with Molly the
cat after her surgery, Jim asks, “Why
did we keep Molly from having
kittens? I like kittens!” In this imagined journey into the future, Jim’s
mom shows the many ways that
Molly’s (and her kittens’) potential
for multiplying would change their
lives—and not for the better!
This book will appeal to kids and
adults with its detailed art that
encourages looking through the
book many times.
Recipient of the 2009 KIND
Children’s Honor Book and the 2008
ASPCA Henry Bergh Book Award

www.thewagazine.com | 15

BRINGING BOOKS TO THE WORLD
Collaborating with HSUS, The Association of Professional Humane
Educators and other animal-welfare organizations, Gryphon’s awardwinning books have been used far and wide as classroom tools and
springboards for discussion about animal well-being.
Recently, HSUS purchased over 700 copies of three Gryphon
titles—”Buddy Unchained,” “Are You Ready for Me?” and “Call the
Horse Lucky”—as part of a humane education outreach effort in
Puerto Rico.
In 2013, the Hawaiian Humane Society used “It’s Raining Cats and
Cats!” to educate over 10,000 students in Oahu, grades K through
5, about proper animal care relating to spaying/neutering and
overpopulation.
Gryphon is currently partnering with RedRover—an organization dedicated to bringing animals out of crisis into care—to produce a Spanish
language edition of “Buddy Unchained” for RedRover’s Readers Program.
“This is a watershed moment for awareness and action surrounding
the well-being of all animals, from pets to farm animals to wildlife,” says

Quarry Hill Park
Animal Hospital

Quality personal care for your Animal!
Serving Rochester since 1978

Dana. “We want to play a small part in making more strides for animals
and enhancing the human-animal bond.”
For more information about Gryphon’s titles or how to order them,
visit www.thegryphonpress.com. Humane educators, shelters, teachers
and 501c(c)(3) organizations get a 50 percent discount when they purchase by the box directly from Gryphon.
Marlene Petersen is a Rochester-based writer who applauds the valiant work
of publishers like The Gryphon Press who strive to leave the world better than
they found it.

Emilie Buchwald, Publisher,
The Gryphon Press
Dana Buchwald, Marketing
& Outreach Director, The
Gryphon Press

RELAX.

PETS WELCOME.
1-4 bedroom apartments.
Short and long term leases
in both our furnished and
unfurnished floor plans.

Small animal medicine 		
and surgery
Ann Anderson, DVM
Tom Radke, DVM
Karen Lee, DVM

PET PARK ON-SITE!

STOP IN FOR A TOUR!

Quarry Hill Park Animal Hospital in Rochester MN is committed to the very
best in dog and cat health care. Our experienced team of veterinarians and
technicians will help to ensure that your pets enjoy a long and healthy life.

507-285-1059

www.quarryhillvet.com

828 11th Ave NE, Rochester, MN 55906
Monday/Wednesday/Friday: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm
Thursday: 7:30 am - 6:30 pm
Tuesday: 7:30 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday - Sunday: Closed
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182 GrandeVille Road SW • Rochester, MN 55902
cascade@cambridgemsi.com

866-841-7040 www.grandevilleatcascadelake.com
MENTION THIS AD FOR NO ADMINISTRATIVE FEE!

Sponsored by

SEPTEMBER 18 - OCTOBER 4
Based on the hit DreamWorks film, this splashy musical spectacle
follows the high-flying adventures of a globetrotting con-artist!

ON SALE NOW! For tickets, call 507-282-8481 or visit

www.rochestercivictheatre.org

Encore

GALA 2015

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10th
5 p.m. – Midnight
To celebrate and benefit the
award winning Rochester Civic Theatre

Social
Arts Eve
nt
of the
Season

Historic Château Theatre
Tickets ON SALE NOW
More info at www.rochestercivictheatre.org
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NERVES OF STEEL
Life after spinal injury
By C.G. Worrell | Photography by Kelvin Andow

N

obody loved the dog park more
than Todd Peterson. Frisky and
fearless, this 11-pound, black
Chiweenie ran circles around the lurpy Labs
and Great Danes.
But all that changed last October.

THE TICKING CLOCK
On a Friday evening Todd grew lethargic; by
Saturday his rear end swayed. His owners,
Nikki and Adam Peterson, rushed him to the
emergency clinic.
“Everything happened so fast,” says Nikki.
“Within 12 hours Todd was slithering around
on his front legs with no sensation at all in
the hind limbs.”
Suspecting a herniated disc, the on-call
vet referred him to University of Minnesota
Small Animal Hospital where specialists ran
a contrast CT scan and located a significant
spinal cord compression between the last two
thoracic vertebrae. Neurologists predicted
less than a 5 percent chance of full recovery.
Nikki and Adam faced an agonizing choice:
authorize surgery or euthanize?
18 | wagazine | fall 2015

TRICKY DISCS
Todd had suffered an acute episode of
Intervertebral Disc Disease (IVDD).
Between each bony segment of the spine
is a shock-absorbing disc of cartilage with a
jelly-like center. If a disc degenerates, or gets
squeezed too hard, it can bulge or ooze into
the spinal canal, resulting in swelling and
spinal cord compression. The presentation
can vary from mild to severe back pain to
complete paralysis of the lower limbs.

“He’s not a burden;

he’s a family member.”
- Nikki Peterson
While this condition affects many dog
breeds, 25 percent of Dachshunds suffer from IVDD (and Todd was half
Dachshund). Their disc cartilage ages faster
than other breeds. Mild cases can be treated
with prolonged cage rest, anti-inflammatory
agents and muscle relaxants, but severe

cases like Todd’s require surgery to relieve
the compression.
“We wanted Todd to have a chance,”
says Adam. “We’d do no less for him
because he’s a dog.”
Neurosurgeons removed a small portion of
backbone (hemilaminectomy) and successfully extracted the offending disc material.
Only time would tell how much residual
damage had been done to the cord.

INITIAL ROAD TO RECOVERY
Todd’s family vet, Dr. Karen Lee of Quarry
Hill Park Animal Hospital, has seen plenty
of IVDD surgical patients over the years. “In
my experience, progress is extremely variable,
so I go in thinking they all have a shot at
recovery, but first they have to heal.”
She remembers seeing Todd three days
after surgery. “He was as happy-go-lucky
as ever, even though he had no deep pain
sensation in one leg, and only a mild response
in the other. What concerned me more,
however, was his enormous bladder.”
Urine retention is common after spinal

cord injuries and rapidly leads to infection
and renal failure if not addressed. Dr. Lee
taught the Petersons how to express the
bladder manually—a tricky maneuver even
for skilled hands.
“The first month was tough,” admits
Nikki. “Todd was used to climbing stairs and
sleeping with his brother Charlie. Now he
was confined to one level of the house and
getting his bladder expressed several times per
day. Adam slept with him at night, and while
we worked during the day, our extended family kept him company. We all slowly adapted
to the new norm.”

him from the treadmill, his little legs kept
stepping. Within two weeks, he walked with
a sling; at eight weeks he could climb a short
step; by week 12 he could walk unassisted on
three legs. And his bladder control returned!
“Todd loved being mobile again,” says
Nosbisch. “He walked so fast on his front
legs, it was hard for his wobbly hind end to
keep up, but he gained strength over time.”

EYES TO THE FUTURE
After months of physical rehabilitation, Todd
has muscular arms and walks fairly well on
three limbs; the right rear leg remains weak.
He’s made great strides since October, but the
pace of recovery has slowed.
“This has been a long journey,” says Nikki,
“but we have no regrets. People who meet
Todd often remark, ‘What a huge sacrifice
you guys have made,’ but we don’t see it that
way. Todd is capable and never lost his sweet
personality. We’re thankful to have him. He’s
not a burden; he’s a family member.”

OFF TO REHAB
Seven weeks post-surgery, Todd began
working with Katie Nosbisch, a certified
canine rehab practitioner at Meadow View
Veterinary Clinic in Byron.
“Todd could only stand 20 seconds before
falling,” recalls Nosbisch. “I started a regimen
of cold laser treatments over the injured spine
to stimulate healing and nerve function. I
also trained Nikki and Adam in the art of
massage, passive range-of-motion and balance
exercises. Todd responded positively. Within

Adam and Nikki Peterson and their brave
Chiweenie, Todd.

10 days we added the underwater treadmill.”
The buoyancy of the water allowed Todd
to simulate walking. He liked these sessions so much that even when they pulled
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Veterinar y Clinic, LLC
6214 14th Street NW Byron
Located in

Convenient Scheduling
Times... Open Days,
Evenings & Saturdays!

C.G. Worrell is a freelance writer and part-time
vet at Heritage Pet Hospital.

FREE
STEM CELL
TREATMENT
CONSULT

1st EXAM

FREE
New clients only.

One coupon per household. No cash value.
Coupons can be combined. Offer expires 12/31/15

One coupon per household. No cash value.
Coupons can be combined. Offer expires 12/31/15

Our UNDERWATER TREADMILL
is great for dogs who can’t get
the exercise they need due to being
overweight, recovering from
surgery, illness or injury.

Let your dog try it today!
Complete health care services for your pet:
• Wellness Exams
• Preventative Care
• Digital Radiography
• Dental Care

• Surgical Procedures
• In-House Laboratory
• Canine Rehabilitation
and Conditioning

www.meadowviewvetmn.com

% OFF
10
Underwater Treadmill

Conditioning Package
New clients only.

One coupon per household. No cash value.
Coupons can be combined. Offer expires 12/31/15

Call Today for an Appointment 507.424.2120

Know anyone that got a new puppy or kitty recently? Remember to send them to Meadow View Veterinary Clinic and
tell them to let us know you referred them. We offer a $10 credit on your account and $10 to spend at Leashes and leads.
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| COVER STORY

LAW
ENFORCEMENT
Partners in protection
By S. Colby Smith | Photography by Kelvin Andow
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Opposite page: Officer Brian Roussell is not a
member of the K-9 units but a Rochester Police
Department officer that assists during training.
Top - Left to right: Officer James Kenison and K-9
Rocco. Deputy Waletzki and K-9 Cobra. Deputy
Alexander and K-9 Jango.

SOMETIMES IT
HAPPENS LIKE
A MADE-FOR-TV
LOVE STORY.
People and their dogs
come together in strange
and unpredictable ways.
The stories of their lives
before one another fade
into irrelevance once
the stars align and their
cosmic journeys unite.
So it was with K-9 Nos.
2016, 2017 and their
handler, James Kenison.

OFFICER IN TRANSITION
Kenison, a former military contractor and
Arizona-based K-9 handler, had been with
the Rochester Police Department for about
5 years when Razor, a German ShepherdBelgian Malinois K-9 he was working with
started suffering from seizures and had to
be medically retired.
A family in Duluth adopted Razor and
cared for him until the seizures became
too burdensome for the handsome,
hardworking dog. They decided to
euthanize him.
“It kills me,” Kenison said of Razor’s
death. “But they had to make that difficult
decision. It’s never easy.”
The police officer, meanwhile, was casting
about the Rochester Police Department in
search of a new purpose and mission. He
remained a steadfast peacekeeper, devoted
to the City and people of Rochester, but
the majority of his 15-year policing career
had been spent working with dogs, and he
missed that bond and interaction.

A DOG’S DECISION
Just across the hall, in the Olmsted County
Sheriff’s Department, Deputy Chris Wallace
was about to receive a promotion to captain.
The career move for the deputy left his K-9,
Rocco, without a handler and no particular
place in the Sheriff’s Department.
And here’s where that strange convergence of person and pup comes in: The
sheriff ’s department couldn’t use Rocco and

so decided to donate the dog to Rochester
Police. The search for a handler began.
“[Rocco] came over almost asking, ‘Okay,
who’s going to be my handler?’” Kension
said. “It’s basically putting the right handler
with the right dog—you let the dog take the
lead in that decision.”
Rocco is Razor’s brother, the littermates
having come from the same breeder several
years earlier. They both loved to work. They
both exceeded officer expectations in job
performance and intelligence.
The Rochester Police Department, seeing
the similarities between Rocco and Razor,
decided to try Kenison with Rocco, and the
pair hit the ground running.
They spent countless hours training
together, playing, getting to know each other.
“He’s just a solid dog,” Kenison says
proudly. “He just wants to work.”
Their hard work paid off quickly.
Rocco completed narcotics certification
from the United States Police Canine
Association (USPCA) after less than one
month with his handler, a remarkable
achievement and a testament to the dog’s
intelligence and hardworking determination.
Rocco is part German Shepherd and part
Belgian Malinois, both fiercely loyal and
highly trainable breeds. Singular focus and
drive for reward is typical of both breeds but
shines through with particular radiance from
Rocco’s Malinois heritage. The farm dog
ranks among the American Kennel Club’s
hardest working and most energetic breeds.
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“Intelligent and trainable, the Belgian
Malinois possesses a strong desire to work and
is happiest with regular activity and a job to do,”
according to the American Kennel Club (AKC).

24/7 K-9S
The Rochester Police K-9 Unit is a joint unit
with the Olmsted County Sheriff K-9 Unit.
They are under the supervision of Rochester
Police Sgt. Mike Drees and Olmsted County
Sheriff Deputy Chief Brian Howard, respectively. The Rochester Police K-9 Unit has
an authorized operating strength of six K-9
teams and provides 24/7 coverage to the City
of Rochester.
The K-9 units work closely with the
Patrol Division, Emergency Response Unit
(also known as SWAT), Street Crimes Unit,
Narcotics Unit and School Liaison Unit in
locating evidence and suspects.
Among the dogs’ most valued—and
personally risky—attributes is their willingness
to venture into intensely unsafe situations to
increase officer safety in high-risk situations.
For instance, handlers have been known
to strap cameras to K-9 vests or collars and
release the dogs into hostage or bomb situations in order to give officers a closer look at
dangerous situations from a safe distance.
K-9s can track and locate dangerous
suspects in situations and areas where
officers entering would have to place their
lives and safety at risk. Every year they
remove hundreds of thousands of dollars of
controlled substances from the street.
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TRAIN, PROTECT, RELAX, REPEAT
Between the Sheriff’s Department and Rochester
Police, there are 10 canine teams. The dogs are
primarily German Shepherds with some being
a cross with a Belgian Malinois. The dogs and
their handlers go through a rigorous training
program that prepares them for police work.
Early training starts with obedience, article
searches, tracking, agility and criminal apprehension. Later, more advanced training covers
narcotics or explosives detection, depending on
the department’s needs.
Public education is also important for the K-9
Unit, and officers conduct public demonstrations frequently throughout the year.
But it’s not all hard work all the time.
At quitting time, Rocco is just a family dog to
the Kenison family. Officers working high-stress
jobs need a stable and relaxing home life. Why
would things be any different for a dog?
“Sometimes we have to take off the uniform and
relax, and we try to do that for the dogs, too,” Kenison
said. “We try to give them a normal dog life.”
Rocco, like all dogs in the K-9 Unit, lives with
his handler. He lounges around the house. Plays
with the kids in the back yard. Loves to fetch.
“At home, he’s just a regular dog,” Kenison
says. “When I have buddies over for a party, he’s
right there playing along.”
Razor may be gone, but Rocco carries on the
family legacy. He’s hardworking, loyal, loving
and fun.
S. Colby Smith lives in Rochester with his wife,
three children, two cats and two dogs.

Left to right: Officer Bradley and K-9 Duke.
Deputy Waletzki and K-9 Cobra. Officer
Blazejak and K-9 Riot.

TO SUPPORT THE K-9S
The Olmsted-Rochester Law Enforcement
K-9 Foundation is a nonprofit that
supports the K-9 units for both the
Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office and
Rochester Police Department.
It identifies and prioritizes needs that
are not funded through ordinary budgets.
Items like bulletproof and stab-proof
vests are common purchases for the
foundation.
Learn more about the foundation,
meet the dogs, and donate at
www.olmstedrochesterk9.org.
FACEBOOK:
Visit the foundation at
www.facebook.com/olmstedrochesterk9
Visit the Rochester Police K-9 Unit at
www.facebook.comRochesterMNPoliceK9

Get to Know Your Best Friends in Real Estate...

Natalia

Sylvia

Natalia Baker, Realtor
with Chocolate Lab, Stella
507-993-1792

Nataliabaker@edinarealty.com
www.edinarealty.com/Natalia-baker-realtor

Nate Norrie, Realtor
with Lab mix, Baldwin
507-316-2400

nathannorrie@edinarealty.com
www.edinarealty.com/nathan-norrie-realtor

Sylvia Rogers, REALTOR®CRS, GRI, ABR, CNHS, ASP, SRS
with Collie mix, Sophie and Australian Cattle Dog, Willie
507-535-7039
SylviaRogers@edinarealty.com
www.SylviaRogers.com

Jenna

Trina

Nate

Jenna Martindale, REALTOR®, CNHS, RCC
with Lab mix, Bandit and Yellow Lab, Bella
507-993-7036
JennaMartindale@EdinaRealty.com
www.RochesterMinnesotaHomesForSale.com

Trina Solano, REALTOR®, CNHS, GRI, SRES
with Black Lab, Tar
507-261-4030
trinasolano@edinarealty.com
www.trinasolano.edinarealty.com

1301 Salem Road SW, Rochester, MN 55902
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10 boarding
facilities in and
around Rochester
By Lena Hewitt | Photography by Kelvin Andow

O

ne of the biggest challenges
pet owners face when they
go on vacation is finding a
place for their furry (and sometimes
feathered) pals to stay. A lucky few
have friends or family members who
jump at the chance to watch after their
pets, but even then, schedules don’t
always align. And let’s face it, some
dogs and cats are a handful for even
the most patient animal lovers.
Fortunately, there are plenty of
boarding facilities in and around
Rochester with knowledgeable caretakers that are more than happy to treat
your four-legged friends like their own.

BEAR CREEK KENNELS LLC

2009 Eastwood Rd. SE, Rochester
507-287-0045
www.bearcreekkennels.org
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FOOD: $2 per dog, per day,
or bring your own
MEDICATION FEE: No
REQUIRED VACCINES: Bordetella,
Distemper, Rabies

BOB’S ANIMAL FRIENDS

28 7th St. NE, Rochester
507-280-9572
www.bobsanimalfriends.net

Located just south of Hwy. 14, Bear Creek
Kennels offers boarding and day care for
dogs of all ages. It boasts both indoor
and outdoor fenced areas, complete with
playground equipment and kiddie beds.
Dogs are encouraged to interact throughout
the day, spending minimal time in kennels.
What’s more, doggie day care is included for
all boarders at no additional charge.
COST: $25 per night, multipet discount
DROP-OFF/PICK-UP TIMES:
Mon.–Fri., 7 a.m.–6 p.m.;
Sat., 8 a.m.–5 p.m.; Sun., 3–5 p.m.

Bob’s Animal Friends wants your dogs to
feel right at home, so much so that it offers
a “Slumber Buddy” add-on for $45. That’s
right, a caretaker will stay overnight with
your pup, meaning extra cuddle time and
sleeping on the couch instead of in his or
her kennel. Pets are taken outside three to
five times a day for bathroom breaks and
group play. Look for a second Bob’s location
to open in Mantorville.
COST: $26 per night, $18 per night for each
additional dog housed in same kennel
DROP-OFF/PICK-UP TIMES:
Mon.–Fri., 6:30 a.m.–7 p.m.; Sat., 7–8 a.m.
and 5–6 p.m.; Sun., 5–6 p.m.
FOOD: $2 per night, but it’s recommend
you bring your own in sealed containers
KENNEL SIZE: Ranges from crates to 6-by-8foot kennels
MEDICATION FEE: No charge, but not able
to administer complicated medications
REQUIRED VACCINES: Bordetella,
Distemper, Rabies

IRIE
KENNELS

Where life is good and a
PAWSome place for your pup!
Irie Kennels is a privately owned dog boarding kennel that
prides itself on home away from home care for your dog. We
are located only 7 miles south of Rochester and with our extended hours of service offered to our fur-family pups, makes
everyone feel Irie!
We offer a variety of yards for outdoor relaxation & playtime,
plus an indoor playroom to socialize in. Play in the pools and
stream or relax under a shade tree. Big or small,
short or tall, we love them all!

iriekennels.com

Office: 507-289-2480 Cell: 507-358-8041
By appointment only - Call us TODAY!
Located just East of Rochester Airport
by Maple Valley Gold Course

507-282-8611
cascadevets.com
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Now offering affordabe comprehensive wellness
packages for your pet’s wellness needs.

4020 26th St. NW,
Rochester, MN 55901
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm

Hospital Hours:
Sat 8am-Noon

•

Boarding Pick-ups and Drop-offs:
Mon-Fri 6am-6pm • Sat-Sun 7am-7pm
Boarding phone: 507-289-PETS (7387)

Designed to provide you with an easier payment option for your
pet’s year long care at Cascade Animal Medical Center
– Puppy and Kitten Preventative Care Program –
– Adult Dog and Cat Preventative Care Program –
– Senior Dog and Cat Preventative Care Program –

Call Today to find out more information!

Caring for Pets in the Rochester Area since 1953
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CASCADE ANIMAL
MEDICAL CENTER

4020 26th St. NW, Rochester
507-282-8611
www.cascadevets.com

FOOD: Included with boarding,
or bring your own
KENNEL SIZE: 3-by-6 feet (standard),
5-by-6 feet (deluxe). Cats are housed in
individual condos with separate eating
and sleeping areas.
MEDICATION FEE: No, but some
exceptions apply
REQUIRED VACCINES: Bordetella,
Distemper, Rabies, Parasite Screening

CLIP N DIP GROOMING
AND BOARDING INC.

5959 Valley High Rd., Rochester
507-252-9682
www.clipndip.com

DROP-OFF/PICK-UP TIMES:
Mon.–Sat., 6:30 a.m.–8 p.m.; Sun., 1–8 p.m.
By appointment only.
FOOD: Bring your own
KENNEL SIZE: 4-by-6 feet, 4-by-8 feet
MEDICATION FEE: Per case basis
REQUIRED VACCINES: Bordetella (optional), Distemper, Rabies

IRIE KENNELS

3743 75th St. SE, Rochester
507-289-2480
www.susansiriekennels.com
www.iriekennels.com

In addition to offering full-service dog
grooming, Clip n Dip has boarding and daycare facilities. Dogs stay in kennels and play
inside in a 3,000-square-foot “living room”
outfitted with furniture for lounging. There’s
also a radio to provide ambient noise during
the day. For outdoor play, a 12-by-70-foot
fenced yard offers a place for socializing and
getting some fresh air.
COST: $22 per 24-hour period
DROP-OFF/PICK-UP TIMES:
Sun.–Fri. 8–9 a.m. and 4–6 p.m.
No drop off or pick up on Saturdays.
FOOD: Bring your own
KENNEL SIZE: 4-by-8 feet
MEDICATION FEE: No
REQUIRED VACCINES: Bordetella,
Distemper, Rabies

DOGS ‘N’ MORE
BOARDING LLC

A major bonus of boarding at a medical
center is the onsite veterinary care, along
with the trained vet techs that care for the
animals. In addition to its general boarding
area, which features cat condos, small-dog
bungalows, and large runs for furry families,
Cascade Animal Medical Center also offers a
hospital-boarding area that’s kept quiet and
calm for pets that need extra TLC. Five-day
stays come with complimentary baths.
COST: Dogs $35.25 per day, $63.30 per
day for two dogs in the same kennel. Cats
$21.25 per day. Exotic animals $20.20 per
day (bring own cage and supplies)
DROP-OFF/PICK-UP TIMES:
Mon.–Fri., 6 a.m.–6 p.m.;
Sat.–Sun., 7 a.m.–7 p.m.
26 | wagazine | fall 2015

2712 1st St. E (Hwy. 30 SE), Stewartville
507-226-5384
www.dogsnmoreboarding.com
Located 10 minutes from Rochester, Dogs
‘n’ More Boarding features a machine shed
that was converted to a full-service facility
with 10 indoor/outdoor kennels for dogs
and a boarding area for cats. Indoor areas
feature windows for natural light and doggy
doors for pups to go outside at will. In
addition, a 5,000-square-foot outdoor play
area is fully fenced.
COST: Dogs $18 per day (basic), $25 per
day (premium). Cats $15 per day plus $5
for optional half-hour playtime. Exotic pets
(no reptiles) $25 per week, depending
on service (bring own cage and supplies).
Multipet discount if in the same kennel.

Get your dogs relaxed and rejuvenated at
Susan’s Irie Kennels, which offers complimentary daily massages along with mood

music and lighting to keep things peaceful.
Pets can romp in the grassy fenced yard
during structured play time or chill out in
individual climate-controlled kennels inside.
What’s more, Susan’s Irie Kennels offers
pick-up and drop-off service.
COST: $25 per day, $15 per each additional
dog in the same kennel.
DROP-OFF/PICK-UP TIMES:
Sun.–Sat., 8 a.m.–8 p.m.
FOOD: $2 per meal
KENNEL SIZE: 4-by-9 feet, 6-by-9 feet
MEDICATION FEE: No
REQUIRED VACCINES: Bordetella,
Distemper, Rabies

IT’S A DOGS LIFE
COUNTRY KENNELS LLC

12135 Country Rd. 113 NW, Pine Island
507-259-9094
www.itsadogslifecountrykennels.com

COST: $25 per day, multipet discount
DROP-OFF/PICK-UP TIMES:
Mon.–Fri., 7 a.m.–7 p.m.;
Sat. and Sun., 8–11a.m. and 4–6 p.m.
FOOD: Included with boarding,
or bring your own
KENNEL SIZE: 4-by-4 and 4-by-6 feet with
4-by-6 outside run through a doggie door
4-by-12 feet with 4-by-12 outside run
through a doggie door
MEDICATION FEE: No
REQUIRED VACCINES: Bordetella,
Distemper, Rabies

LEASHES AND LEADS

6214 14th St. NW, Byron
507-282-2710
www.leashesandleads.com

NORTHERN VALLEY
ANIMAL CLINIC

Small dogs rejoice – It’s a Dogs Life Country
Kennels LLC has a separate boarding area
for pups less than 20 pounds. The facility
also boasts five expansive, fenced areas for
group and individual play outside as well as
indoor kennels, which are air conditioned in
summer and have heated floors in the winter. Luxury suites offer raised cots, blankets
and even TV with your choice of movies.
COST: $21 to $25 per day depending on kennel size. Multipet discount in same kennel.
DROP-OFF/PICK-UP TIMES:
Mon.–Fri., 7–10 a.m. and 4–6 p.m.;
Sat., 7–10 a.m.; Sun. 4–6 p.m.
FOOD: Bring your own
KENNEL SIZE: 5-by-7 feet, 5-by-9 feet,
9-by-10 feet (luxury suite)
MEDICATION FEE: Per case basis
REQUIRED VACCINES: Bordetella,
Distemper, Rabies

3309 Alberta Dr. NE, Rochester
507-282-0867
www.northernvalleyvet.com
This vet clinic offers medical boarding for
sick cats and dogs in addition to general boarding with kennels suited for large
breeds. Cats have a separate kitty-condo
area, thus reducing noise and stress. In fact,
Northern Valley Animal Clinic has received
a cat-friendly designation. Pups can play
outside twice a day and stay in kennels
complete with comfy blankets. Five-day
stays come with complimentary baths.
COST: Dogs $22.50 per day (less than 50
lbs), $26.50 per day (more than 50 lbs). Cats
$18 per day. Multipet discount.
DROP-OFF/PICK-UP TIMES:
Mon., Thurs., Fri., 7:30 a.m.–6 p.m.;
Wed., 7:30 a.m.–8:30 p.m.;
Sat., 8 a.m.–2 p.m., Sun., 6–6:30 p.m.
FOOD: Included with boarding,
or bring your own
KENNEL SIZE: Varies
MEDICATION FEE: $3.50 for oral,
$14 for injectable
REQUIRED VACCINES: Bordetella,
Distemper, Rabies

K-9 KENNELS INC.

5330 Hwy. 14 E, Rochester
507-289-2470
www.k-9kennelsinc.com

The owners of K-9 Kennels Inc. live on site,
and the grounds include large fenced areas
for outdoor play. Indoor kennels are climatecontrolled, and there’s even an indoor
play room to ensure your dogs get plenty
of socialization – a must for harsh winter
days. And if your pup likes making friends,
the facility offers doggie play groups for its
boarding clients.

playground equipment and a pond. There
are seven outdoor spaces and two indoor
play runs, and dogs that board with Leashes
and Leads also get to participate in doggy
daycare for no additional charge. Nature
hikes, pond time and dog-park access can
be added on to your stay for a fee.
COST: Dogs $37.95 per night, $18 per each
additional pet sharing a kennel. Cats $21.95
per day, $12 per each additional cat.
DROP-OFF/PICK-UP TIMES:
DROP OFF Mon.–Fri., 7 a.m.–7 p.m.;
Sat.–Sun., 8 a.m.–5 p.m.;
PICK UP Sun.–Sat., 8 a.m.–12 p.m.
FOOD: Bring your own prepared in
individual bags labeled per day
KENNEL SIZE: Varies, average is 5-by-5 feet
MEDICATION FEE: No
REQUIRED VACCINES: Bordetella,
Distemper, Rabies

The best parts of the Leashes and Leads
boarding facility are the expansive
outdoor dog park and play areas, which
feature swimming pools, obstacle courses,

Lena Hewitt is a Rochester-based writer and
managing editor of EXHIBITOR magazine.
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PET
INSUR ANCE
J

ust like with human athletes, dogs often tear their ACLs
(anterior cruciate ligaments), which can cost $1,000 or more in
southeastern Minnesota. Diseases and accidents also can trigger
similar, pricey emergencies for pets.
Your veterinarian can ease the medical shock for your pet companion, but what will soften your financial shock from a major medical
bill? Can your accounts stand to pay bills $1,000 or more for emergency pet care?

SIMILAR TO HUMAN HEALTH INSURANCE
Pet insurance is one way to be ready for those unexpected medical
expenses. A number of major insurance companies (but not all) offer
pet coverage. In addition, there are specialty pet insurance services
with websites and sign-ups via the Internet. They include the company
thought to have started the pet insurance industry 34 years ago,
Veterinary Pet Insurance, which still leads the U.S market for pet
insurance sales.
Pet insurance can be as simple or elaborate as the situation warrants.
It also comes with many of the same conditions and financial ins-andouts as human health policies. You can expect to deal with familiar
terms such as deductibles, co-payments and maximum payouts per
incident or per year.
Certain breeds that are prone to diseases or injuries may be more
costly to insure. In addition, most companies won’t insure pre-existing
conditions in pets.
Nonetheless, in many situations, pet insurance might be a good fit.
Of course, as with human health insurance, you’re paying a premium
in case a medical problem occurs. Your dog or cat might need the
benefit or it might not.
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Insuring your companions
in case of cat-astrophe
		

by Bob Freund

SHOULD YOU INSURE?
Start with the pet’s lifestyle, veterinarian Dr. Karen Halligan advises
in her 2007 book “What Every Pet Owner Should Know.” How
often might the pet need medical treatment? For example, some
rambunctious dogs might get into occasional fights, or some might be
indiscriminate eaters. Others might have family histories suggesting
they are susceptible to various diseases or injuries.
Halligan recommends projecting the pet’s potential medical
expenses into the future and then comparing them to the cost of the
insurance. If the expenses are larger than the premiums, the insurance
can make sense. It is going to be a guess, of course. But a policy with
good coverage might turn out to be an excellent investment.

WHAT ABOUT WELLNESS?
Routine, or wellness, care is an important coverage built in to human
health plans. However, in most pet insurance plans, it is strictly optional.
Preventive treatments, such as regular vet check-ups, inoculations,
spaying, de-worming and teeth cleaning, are part of standard coverage.
Instead, a routine treatment plan can be added to accident and health
insurance. The good news is it often is available for modest cost.

IF YOU CHOOSE TO BUY
The best time for insuring a pet is when it is young, for several practical reasons.

“Pet insurance is something that, if purchased when you purchase
your puppy, you may have a better experience overall,” says Shannon
Carney-Wilson, an agent with Sandvik Insurance Agency in Rochester
and owner of three Welsh Corgis. “At that time you do not have
pre-existing condition clauses.” Purchasing insurance on an older dog
may cost more because of the dog’s age.

USERS OF PET INSURANCE ARE FEW
Pet owners in the Rochester area haven’t been rushing to insure their
pets, it appears. Two insurance agents who sell policies say they have
had no takers to date. But policies also can be purchased directly via
the Internet.
“Our clients that have pet insurance are incredibly happy with it,”
says Kim Johnson, office manager at Northern Valley Animal Clinic.
But only a “very small percentage” of clients actually have it, she says.
“I’m a little bit surprised (that) there’s not more,” says Mary Jette,
veterinary technician at Quarry Hill Park Animal Hospital.
The vet clinics do not get involved in insurance payments. The pet
owner typically submits them directly to the insurer.

CARE FOR ALL MEMBERS
OF THE FAMILY WITH
PET INSURANCE FROM
FARMERS AND PETS BEST

SELF-INSURANCE
Carney-Wilson says her friends with the local chapter of the
American Kennel Club prepare for pet medical bills with what
might be called self-insurance.
“What we see with the majority of dog owners (is) instead of
purchasing pet insurance, they put aside a bit of money into an
account and use it for pet needs,” she says.
That could help pay for regular exams, too. “Doing yearly
exams, … many of the issues that can show up can be found
early and may be treatable.”

Benefits of pet insurance from Farmers and
Pets Best* include:

Bob Freund is a writer based in Rochester.

 Fewer unexpected out-of-pocket expenses related
to surgery, emergency visits, behavioral conditions
and more

A FEW OF THE BIG NAMES
PLAYING IN PET INSURANCE
•
•

ASPCA: Three levels of increasing coverage, plus two

 Straightforward and timely reimbursement
calculated from the actual vet bill; not a
complicated benefit schedule
 Sensible enrollment practices that allow you to
enroll your pet at any age without the hassle of
a pre-enrollment exam

levels of optional preventive care. ASPCA sells to the
general public through its website.

 Knowledgeable experts who handle claims within
two to five days

FARMERS INSURANCE CO.: Sells through Pets Best

 Flexible policies that start at $16 a month and
allow you to keep your current vet

insurance, which markets pet insurance on the Internet.

•

 More coverage options than competitors with
preventative plans that cover routine check-ups
and teeth cleanings

METLIFE: Three levels of coverage in its QuickCare
series of policies. A special QuickCare is tailored to
indoor cats.

Some independent pet insurers include: Healthy Paws; Petplan;
PetFirst, Trupanion; Embrace; Pets Best; VPI Pet; PetPartners;
and PetPremium

Broadwater Insurance Agency
507-288-4337
lbroadwater@farmersagent.com
*Pet insurance coverage is offered and administered by Pets Best Insurance Services, LLC and is
underwritten by Independence American Insurance Company, a Delaware insurance company. lndependence
American Insurance company is a member of The IHC Group, an organization of insurance carriers and
marketing and administrative affiliates that has been providing life, health, disability, medical stop-loss,
and specialty insurance solutions to groups and individuals for over 30 years. For information on The IHC
Group, visit: www.ihcgroup.com. Request a custom free quote. Additional insurance services administered
by Pets Best Insurance Services, LLC are underwritten by Prime lnsurance
Company. Each insurer has a sole financial responsibility for its own products.
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“All Dogs Go to Kevin”

by Dr. Jessica Vogelsang,
c.2015, Grand Central Publishing, $26 / $29 Canada, 325 pages

Your dog knows all the basic commands. He can speak, sit, stay, and
he fetches like a pro. You’ll need
him to fetch you some tissues
when you read this book.
With few friends and a need
for solitude, nerdy teen Jessica
Vogelsang knew that she was

expected to attend college but she
wasn’t happy with her choices.
Being a doctor “was the most palatable option” but by her senior
year in college, “the luster had
worn off the idea.” Stubbornly determined, she soldiered on, until
the day she followed students into
a lab to observe surgery on a pig.
She graduated, went home, and
enrolled in veterinary school.
A seize-life-by-the-throat kind
of guy named Kevin had introduced Vogelsang to the man who
would become her husband, and
she was married by the time her
childhood dog died. Her dog’s
death made Vogelsang long for the
pitter-patter of little (puppy) feet,
so she and her husband adopted a

Golden Retriever, Emmett, who’d
been abandoned.
Goldens, however, are prone
to cancer, which is what befell
Emmett, who lived long enough
to see two children born to the
family. His death left a void that
Vogelsang’s children couldn’t
grasp: in a misunderstanding, they
thought Emmett had gone to stay
with family friend, Kevin.
Not forgotten, Emmett gave
way to Kekoa, then Brody, then…
We like to believe “that… we
own [our pets],” says Vogelsang, at
least until the “lease has expired.”
The truth is, “We teach our dogs
to ‘stay,’ but they never do.”
It’s really quite trite to say “I
laughed, I cried” at this book. I

know it is, but I can’t help it: that
about sums up what I found in
“All Dogs Go to Kevin.”
Author Dr. Jessica Vogelsang
doesn’t just write about dogs,
though. This is also a book about
family, friendship, untimely
loss and making dreams come
fearlessly true. It contains those
behind-the-scenes tales and
unique client stories you expect in
a book by a veterinarian. And yes,
if you’ve ever loved and lost a pet
(particularly, a dog), this book will
make you laugh, and you’ll cry.
At the very least, for sure, “All
Dogs Go to Kevin” will make you
SIT for awhile.

“Holy Cow!”

by Boze Hadleigh,
c.2015, Skyhorse Publishing, $14.99 / $19.99 Canada, 303 pages

From the time you were old
enough to communicate, you
took to words like a duck to water. You’ve verbally hammed it up
ever since.
Yes, it’s probably driven your
friends and family batty, and
there are times when what you say
is a bunch of bull, but you’re not
trying to start a beef. You’re just
having fun because, as in this new
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book, language isn’t for the birds.
No doubt about it, we humans love our animals. We love
them so much that we sprinkle
references to them in our daily
conversation, mostly without
even thinking about it. Where
did those old sayings, clichés,
discouraging words and tender
nicknames come from?
In many cases, animalistic
words came about as description:
Oxford, England, for instance,
was once a place where oxen forded a river. Tell someone there’s
a dogleg in the road, and they’ll
know what you’re saying – plus,
a road like that might make them
sick as a dog.
And then there are the words
that make you scratch your
head: Great Britain’s hedgehog

pudding isn’t made of the spiny
mammals, and dogs and monkeys are much more likely to ape
you than is a copycat.
Or, let’s say somebody’s made
you mad. Calling him a dog goes
back many years, perhaps back
into the mid-1800s when “the
only good dog was a useful dog.”
There really is more than one
way to skin a cat (catFISH, that
is). A sawhorse and a clotheshorse
are similar in origin. And if you
think a kitty really has nine lives,
well doggone it, you’re barking up
the wrong tree.
Ahh, language lovers. I can
practically hear you howling for
this book now – and for good reason. Like a dog with a bone, you
won’t want to let “Holy Cow!” go.
Starting with canines and

ending with birds, bees and bugs,
author Boze Hadleigh goes whole
hog in explaining where many
of our favorite expressions originated. It all adds up to fun that’s
useful and, for dyed-in-the-wool
linguists, it’s a golden egg.
So let’s talk turkey: if it’s been
a dog’s age since you last read a
book about language, it’s time
you find this one. You won’t
sound hackneyed or feel like a
dinosaur with “Holy Cow!’ Naw,
this book is the cat’s meow.
The Bookworm is Terri
Schlichenmeyer. Terri has been
reading since she was 3 years
old and she never goes anywhere
without a book. She lives on a hill
in Wisconsin with one pampered
little pooch and 13,000 books.

PRODUCT REVIEW |

Wine that benefits no-kill shelters
By Ellington Starks

BRING IN THIS COUPON FOR

THE WAGAZINE STAFF IS BIG ON ANIMAL RESCUE. WE ALSO LIKE WINE.
So when we found a label—Chateau La Paws—that combines the two, we felt it our duty to taste a few
of the flavors. Thanks to Andy’s Liquor for supplying the sample bottles.
THE BRAND
The California wine brand boasts: “We’re crazy about two things: our dogs who inspire and delight us
every day and our delicious wines which do the same.” Their goal was to create a great-tasting, affordable
wine and to give back to a cause that is close to the founder’s heart: no-kill shelters.
Each label reads: “We proudly support no-kill shelters around the country, and our labels feature a
rotating cast of adorable shelter dogs to draw attention to this great cause.” www.chateaulapaws.com

3 OFF

$

CHATEAU LA PAWS WINE
One 750ml bottle of Chateau la Paws.
Limit of one coupon per visit. Availability and
varieties vary by location. Valid at all
Andy’s Liquor locations through October 31, 2015.

Andy’s Liquor is a proud supporter of
Paws and Claws Humane Society.

CHARDONNAY

PINOT NOIR

RED WINE
BLEND

Description:

Description:

Lively and lovably rich
and toasty with juicy
pineapple, green apple
notes and a pinch
of vanilla.

Big and bold pedigree
with flavors of ripe cherries, strawberries, mocha
and caramel notes.
Perfect for pairing for
everyday meals.

A medium-bodied
mixed-breed with
flavors of dark
cherries, raspberries
and vanilla.

Wagazine
review notes:

Wagazine
review notes:

“I love the aroma of
the mocha. It has a
subtle, sweet finish and
a great aftertaste. I’d love
to have this for every
everyday meal.”

“I like this one the best.
It’s smooth—and the
kind of red that I like
without being heavy.
The flavors are clear.
Great sipper.”

Wagazine
review notes:
We three non-fans of
chardonnay agreed that
this is a chardonnay we
would drink. “It’s refreshing and only mildly dry.
And just enough sweet to
keep us coming back.”

Description:

Best in Service,
Selection & Price.

We deliver within Rochester!

AndysLiquor.com
507.289.0777
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CHARLIE BROWN
WAS RIGHT
Happiness=Warm Puppy
By Mary Kettl

W

hen I was little, I had the
Charlie Brown sheets that
featured various characters
sharing their perspectives
on contentment. My favorite was a picture of
Charlie Brown hugging Snoopy and announcing, “Happiness is a warm puppy,” which is as
true today as it was 40 years ago, although, as
a new parent of a four-month old named Ben,
I might add a pillowcase with a picture of me
saying, “You’ve got to be kidding.”
I had no intention of adopting a puppy.
I already have a full-time position handling
the affairs of Buddy, a 10-year-old Corgi for
whom I have worked as secretary and chauffeur for many years.
Corgis, you may know, are the kind of dogs
that Queen Elizabeth has. Despite their short
legs, long bodies, enormous ears and a carriage
that can only be described as a waddle, Corgis
seem to view themselves as members of an
aristocracy, the kind of dogs who, if you called
them up, would have a recording that would
say, “Your call is important to us; please stay
on the line, and one of our representatives will
be with you shortly.”
Believing that his busy schedule does not
allow time for me to engage other clients,
Buddy was not looking to acquire a puppy,
either. Besides eating, napping, and talking
about himself, Buddy enjoys a version of fetch
that involves running spiritedly after a thrown
ball or stick, stopping where it has landed, and
then barking until I walk over, pick up the
object, and throw it again. We can play for up
to an hour before I get tired of bending over.
Then we go inside to have a treat and bark at
the paper towel dispenser.
My partner discovered Ben on the
Humane Society website, apparently looking
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Ben, now a beloved member of the family.

at dogs online all fall. I was surprised to learn
that we were dog shopping, but I agreed to
look at his picture.
Ben was advertised as a Corgi-Border Collie
mix, which did not seem unusual until I
noticed that at least nine other dogs on that
page also identified as “Border Collie mixes,”
which makes me think that next time your
Border Collie says he’s going out for a pack of
gum, you probably shouldn’t let him go.
Ben was very handsome, but I still did not
think I needed a second dog. My relationship
with Buddy was already a little co-dependent—it’s not like I call him at home during
the day, but I have, more than once, signed his
name to a greeting card—and I worried about
becoming what we already were: two middleaged people with small, ridiculous dogs. All
I needed now was a jeweled tiara and an
enormous purse, I thought, and the transition
would be complete.
Three days before Christmas, my friend
suggested we stop by the shelter “just to
say hello” to Ben, as if they were friends on
SnoutBook and wanted to finally meet in

person. While I knew that doing this would be
the equivalent of going to Dairy Queen just to
look at the napkins, I soon found myself sitting cross-legged on the floor of the shelter as
Ben burst through the door with an expectant,
“I knew it was you!” look on his face.
He was jet black, with the kind of ears you
might see on a 21-pound bat, and sturdy
six-inch legs. He rolled toward me with a
sideways gait characteristic of people who
should not take more than one Tylenol PM
and, silently, wiggled into my lap. When
the shelter staff person picked up a stuffed
sea turtle and threw it across the room, Ben
hurried over to rescue this endangered plush
species for me and then climbed back into
my lap. He did not bark once.
Well. After several more minutes of playing
and petting, we left Ben at the shelter and
made the hour-long drive home, explaining to
each other over and over again how one dog
was quite enough and why we really didn’t
need another. My stomach hurt the whole
way, and I didn’t sleep well that night. We
didn’t need a puppy, I thought, but there was a
puppy who needed us.
We went back the next day. And now the
hardwood floors of my home are littered with
small squeaky creatures named, variously,
Lamby, Fishy, Coyote, and Pinecone, though,
technically, Pinecone was not really a toy,
especially not after the puppy ate him and
threw up in the middle of the night. Buddy
was appalled at the entire situation, but Ben
was happy, and, finally, he was home.
Mary Kettl is a teacher, writer, and summer
camp wrangler who lives in Rochester with her
gifted dog, Ben.

Minnesota’s Premium
Raw Pet Food
th
6 ual
n
An

Grain &
Gluten Free

Locally
Sourced

Antibiotic &
Steroid Free

Raw Blends • Raw Bones
All Natural Products
We now offer shipping starting at $20

Saturday, September 26, 2015

www.rawsforpaws.com
612-465-0387 | Mpls, MN

8:30am Registration • 9:30am event start
Silver Lake Pool, Rochester

Your donations support Paws and Claws Humane Society
and Zumbro Valley Health Center. With your donations,
we are able to provide housing and basic necessities to
thousands of people and animals within our community
each year. All donations are tax deductible.

Signature Sponsors:

DOG WALKS: As needed/requested.
We offer a daily Group/Pack walk;
Fun and Free Socialization. Free pickup
and return by Van or Bus-Sonja’s
Doggy Park Express!!!
IN HOME PET SITTING: Keeps your pet
in familiar surroundings, One on
One attention, Follow familiar routine,
Less stress for older/anxious pets,
Medications or Special Needs care given.
Mail, Trash, Plants, etc…
LOVING CARE:
If you have us care for
your Little Ones,
They become part
‘Our Little Ones’ too!
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Blessing of the Animals
September 27, 1:30–3pm, Assisi Heights
All God’s creatures are welcome, whether you walk or
waddle! Bring your two-or four-footed friends. Chat with other
proud pet owners and acknowledge the personality and gift
that your pet brings to humanity. Owners and their animals will
receive a blessing and a certificate. No charge to participate;
free will donations accepted. All animal companions are
welcome in cages or on short leashes. Hosted by Franciscan
Animal Whisperers.

To register: www.rochesterfranciscan.org
select the date under Events.
Questions? Contact Angie Grimm at 507-280-2195 or
ahsc@rochesterfranciscan.org.
Registrations help us determine how many to anticipate.

DECK THE HALLS
It’s not too early to think about
ordering commissioned artwork or
ornaments as a holiday gift. Artists
need time to plan and create. Local
artists that have been featured in the
Wagazine include:

Amarama Art: www.facebook.com/AmaramA.ART
Aquila Watercolor: www.aquilawatercolor.com
Cowtown Studio: www.cowtownstudio.com
Foxy’s Art Box: www.facebook.com/FoxysArtBox
K to the Nines Studio: www.ktothenines.com

STRAY CAT HUTS
A group of animal lovers is hoping to
build 120 “stray cat huts” this winter.
They will construct the huts on Oct. 24
but need donated supplies. Contact
straycathuts507@gmail.com or 507-400-WARM if you can help.

ITEMS NEEDED:
• 100 Foam coolers (24-can)
• 90 - 18-gallon plastic totes with covers
• 1 bale of straw
• 6–10 rolls of Gorilla tape

Kindergarten Donation
Beth Postier’s
class of KassonMantorville
Kindergarteners
collected coins
and donated
their collection to
Paws and Claws
Humane Society in
Rochester in June. Ann Indykiewicz and her Springer Spaniel,
Rio, accepted the donation on behalf of Paws and Claws.
Total amount raised: $672.10

“We weighed the amount before going to the bank and it was
nearly 80 pounds of coins!” said Postier. “It was an unbelievable
amount of coins brought in from these Kindergarten students.
They really understand where the money is going and everyone
loves dogs and cats.”

Interested in helping your pet live their best life?
Find out how Acupuncture and
Traditional Chinese medicine can help
today!
(651) 388-1103
Red Wing, MN
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RESCUE
DIRECTORY
ACT V RESCUE & REHABILITATION
actvrescue.org
info@actvrescue.org
ANIMAL HUMANE SOCIETY
Five locations: Buffalo, Coon Rapids,
Golden Valley, St. Paul, and Woodbury
animalhumanesociety.org
763-522-4325
Adoption, surrender, education
programs, pet training, a free
behavior helpline, boarding, low-cost
spay/neuter, cruelty investigation/
rescue and pet loss services.
AUSSIE RESCUE OF MINNESOTA, INC.
aussierescuemn.org
nanmarka@earthlink.net
763-441-4377
Rescuing Aussies and Aussie mixes.
BASSET BUDDIES RESCUE, INC.
bassetbuddiesrescue.org
info@bbrescue.org
262-347-8823
To rescue, foster and place
adoptable Basset Hounds in loving,
permanent homes.
BROWN COUNTY HUMANE
SOCIETY (New Ulm)
brownchumanes.org
bchsnu@hotmail.com
507-359-2312
Protection and welfare of animals
through education, sanctuary,
adoption and promotion of
responsible ownership.
CAMP COMPANION, INC. (Rochester)
campcompanion.org
questions@campcompanion.org
507-951-7801
Trap-Neuter-Return for farm and
feral cats.Adoption program for
cats and dogs with adoption events
every Saturday at different pet
stores in Rochester.
CARING FOR CATS (St. Paul)
caring-for-cats.org
651-407-8485
All-volunteer, no-kill, non-profit
shelter for cats and kittens in North
St. Paul, funded 100% by donations.
CATS MEOW DOGS BARK RESCUE
kelvarmair.petfinder.com
adoptablepets@aol.com
651-343-1964

Foster-based rescue focused on
owner surrenders.
CHICKEN RUN RESCUE
Chickenrunrescue.org
chickenrunrescue@comcast.net
The only urban chicken rescue of its
kind provides abandoned chickens
with love, shelter and vet care, and
adopts the birds, as companion
animals only, within 90 miles of the
Twin Cities.
COCO’S HEART DOG RESCUE
cocosheartdogrescue.org
ashley@cocosheartdogrescue.org
Foster-based rescue that has
saved dogs and cats from
unfortunate circumstances,
rescuing more than 800 dogs and
cats in 2.5 years.
COTTONWOOD COUNTY ANIMAL
RESCUE (Windom)
cottonwoodanimalrescue.com
cottonwoodanimalrescue@gmail.com
507-831-4110
Dedicated to re-homing and preventing
unwanted and abandoned animals.
DOBERMAN RESCUE MINNESOTA
dobermanrescueminnesota.com
support@dobermanrescueminnesota.com

651-256-2294
To promote responsible pet ownership and
eliminate the abuse, abandonment, neglect
and deaths of Doberman Pinschers.
ENGLISH SPRINGER RESCUE
AMERICA, INC.
springerrescue.org
springerrescuemidwest@gmail.com
507-271-8107
Foster care placement organization
for Springer Spaniels.
FELINE RESCUE INC. (St. Paul)
felinerescue.org
info@felinerescue.org
651-642-5900
No-kill 501c3 shelter, foster,
outreach, and education for stray,
abused and abandoned cats until
they are adopted.
GEMINI ROTTWEILER AND
PITBULL RESCUE
gemini.petfinder.org
mjw96@frontiernet.net
320-598-3087
We are dedicated to saving the lives
of these misunderstood breeds, and
offering them a second chance at a
forever home.

GREAT DANE RESCUE OF MN & WI
gdromn.org
gdromn@gmail.com
715-222-4848
All-volunteer rescue for Great Danes
in Minnesota and Wisconsin.
GREYHOUND PETS OF AMERICA MN
gpa-mn.org
info@gpa-mn.org
763-785-4000
Rescuing /placing retired racing
greyhounds.
HEADING HOME K9 RESCUE
headinghomek9rescue.com,
petfinder.com/shelters/MN333.html,
facebook.com/HHK9MN
kladams4545@gmail.com
Dedicated to rescuing homeless and
unwanted dogs with a soft spot for former
puppy-mill dogs, senior dogs, big black
mixed breeds, special needs and those sick
and injured.
HIAWATHA ANIMAL HUMANE
SOCIETY (Lake City, Wabasha,
Kellogg, surrounding)
www.hahumanesociety.org
hiawathaanimal@hotmail.com
651-448-0396
Takes in local stray and unwanted animals,
places them in foster homes, and adopts
them out into loving, forever homes.
501c3, volunteer organization.
HUMANE SOCIETY OF GOODHUE
COUNTY (Red Wing)
hsgcpets.org
director@hsgcpets.org
651-388-5286
Nonprofit, limited-admission, low-kill
shelter taking in all strays from Goodhue
County and other areas as well as owner
surrenders when space is available.
ITALIAN GREYHOUND RESCUE
OF MN/ND
Kristin (MN): igrescuemn@gmail.com
Michelle (ND): igrescuend@gmail.com
iggyrescue.org
Foster-based rescue and rehoming
service, and an IGCA affiliate.
LUCKY’S PLACE
luckysplace.org
jan@luckysplace.org
320-241-1829
No-kill, non-profit cat rescue.
LUV A CHIN JAPANESE CHIN
RESCUE (Twin Cities based,
nationwide foster network)
www.luvachinrescue.org

info@luvachinrescue.org
507-641-4428
Rescuing, rehabilitating, and
rehoming Japanese Chins in need.
MARTIN COUNTY HUMANE
SOCIETY (Fairmont)
mchsofmn.org
pawprints01@hotmail.com
507-238-1885
Cares for the homeless animals of
Martin County at the Carl Nettifee
Animal Shelter, finding placement
for them in new homes.
MIDWEST PUG RESCUE MN DIVISION
mnmidwestpugrescue.com
mnmprinfo@gmail.com
We rescue and provide safe and loving
homes to abandoned, surrendered, stray
and neglected pugs and find
them new ‘fur’ever homes.
MINNESOTA BOXER RESCUE
mnboxerrescue.rescuegroups.org
MNBoxerRescue@yahoo.com
763-647-3437
Rescue, rehabilitate and re-home
displaced and unwanted Boxers.
MINNESOTA COMPANION RABBIT
SOCIETY
mncompanionrabbit.org
651-768-9755
Volunteer, nonprofit organization
dedicated to improving the lives of
companion rabbits.
MINNESOTA GREYHOUND RESCUE
Minnesotagreyhoundrescue.org
MinnesotaGreyhoundRescue@yahoo.com

507-272-3467
Dedicated to finding responsible
homes for Greyhounds who are no
longer used by the racing industry.
MINNESOTA HOOVED ANIMAL
RESCUE FOUNDATION
mnhoovedanimalrescue.org
info@mnhoovedanimalrescue.org
763-856-3119
Non-profit organization dedicated
to rescuing, rehabilitating, retraining
and re-homing horses and other
hooved animals in need.
MINNESOTA SHELTIE RESCUE
mnsheltierescue.org
info@mnsheltierescue.org
612-616-7477
Finding the best and last home for
Shelties in need.
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MINNESOTA WISCONSIN COLLIE
RESCUE
mwcr.org
collietalk@yahoo.com
612-869-0480
Dedicated to finding new hope
and new homes for Collies in need
of homes.
MOWER COUNTY HUMANE
SOCIETY (Austin)
mowercountyhumanesociety.org
emailmchs-dogs@yahoo.com
507-437-9262
No-kill shelter staffed entirely by
volunteers.
MORRISON COUNTY ANIMAL
HUMANE SOCIETY (Little Falls)
mcpets.org
connieb@mcpets.org or
info@mcpets.org
320-632-0703
We take in unloved and unwanted
animals to place in forever homes.
NATIONAL BRITTANY RESCUE AND
ADOPTION NETWORK
nbran.org
dvoeltz@pie.midco.net
605-224-2964
Rescues, rehabilitates and re-homes
Brittanys in need.
NORTHERN LIGHTS GREYHOUND
ADOPTION
NLGA-MN.org
guber2nac@aol.com
763-754-9754
Dedicated to finding responsible homes for
retired racing Greyhounds and educating
the public about Greyhounds as pets.
NORTHSTAR GREAT PYRENEES
RESCUE OF MN
northstargreatpyrs.com
marnie@northstargreatpyrs.com
612-379-0010
Dedicated to providing rescue/rehoming,
breed education and fun activities for
Great Pyrenees and their owners.
NORTHSTAR SHIH TZU RESCUE
facebook.com/NorthStarShihTzuRescue
tzuresq@gmail.com
612-209-4502
We rescue Shih Tzu and Shih Tzu blend
dogs, evaluate them in foster homes and
then match them to their perfect family.
NORTHWOODS ANIMAL RESCUE
SANCTUARY & ADOPTION CENTER
“NARS” (Andover)
northwoodsrescue.org

36 | wagazine | fall 2015

NORTHWOODS HUMANE SOCIETY
(Wyoming)
northwoodshs.org
Info@northwoodshs.org
651-982-0240
Serving Chisago County and
surrounding communities by caring
for animals in need and helping them
find a home.
ONE OF A KIND PET RESCUE
www.ooakpr.org
507-400-3100
Foster-based, no-kill, non-profit
rescue.
PAWS AND CLAWS HUMANE
SOCIETY (Rochester)
pawsandclaws.org
info@pawsandclaws.org
507-288-7226
To promote and provide humane
protection and shelter for abandoned
or lost companion animals, seek
adoptive homes, provide public
education regarding the societal
problem of animal overpopulation,
promote responsible companion
animal care, and advocate the
spaying and neutering of all
companion animals.
PAWS=PRECIOUS ANIMALS
WORTH SAVING
pawsofjackson.com
pawsofjackson@gmail.com
507-841-1834
Working together to save as many
animals as possible in the Jackson
County area.
PET HAVEN INC. OF MN
PetHavenMN.org
admin@pethavenmn.org
952-831-3825
Created in 1952 to rescue, rehome
and advocate for companion animals.
PRAIRIE’S EDGE HUMANE
SOCIETY (Northfield)
prairiesedgehs.org
admin@prairiesedgehs.org
507-664-1035
Serving Rice County. Mission to
promote the value of animals
through care and education
RESCUED PETS ARE WONDERFUL
rpaw.org
info@rpaw.org
763-757-8204
To rescue companion animals and
find them loving forever homes.

RETRIEVE A GOLDEN OF
MINNESOTA (RAGOM)
ragom.org
rescue@ragom.org
952-946-8070
Rescuing and re-homing Golden
Retrievers and Golden mixes in MN,
IA, ND, SD and western WI.

SOUTHWEST METRO ANIMAL
RESCUE
swmetroanimalrescue.org
swmetroanimalrescue@hotmail.com
952-368-PAWS (7297)
Non-profit organization committed
to the rescue of abandoned, abused
and stray domestic animals.

RUFF START RESCUE
ruffstartrescue.org
info@ruffstartrescue.org
763-355-3981

STEELE COUNTY HUMANE
SOCIETY (Owatonna)
steelecountyhumanesociety.org
adoptapetschs@yahoo.com
507-451-4512
Foster home based rescue helping
stray and abandoned animals in
greater Steele County.

SAFE HAVEN PET RESCUE
(Rochester)
safehavenpetrescue.org
safehavencat@yahoo.com
507-529-4079
Committed to finding safe, loving and
secure homes for lost, abandoned
and stray companion animals.
S.A.F.E. SANCTUARY (FARIBAULT)
safesanctuary.org
safeanimalsanctuary@hotmail.com
507-334-7901
Foster-based, no-kill rescue
SAVE-A-BULL RESCUE
saveabullmn.com
Dedicated to the rescue,
rehabilitation, and re-homing of
American Pit Bull Terriers and other
Bull breeds.
SECOND CHANCE ANIMAL RESCUE
secondchancerescue.org
651-771-5662
Foster-based dog and cat rescue
organization dedicated to rescuing,
caring for and adopting out homeless
dogs and cats.
SECONDHAND HOUNDS
(Minnetonka)
Secondhandhounds.org
SHHAdoptions@gmail.com
952-322-7643
SHIH TZU RESCUE OF MINNESOTA
shihtzurescuemn.org
All-volunteer organization with a
mission to rescue, rehabilitate, and
rehome Shih Tzus and Shih Tzu mixes.
SMALL DOG RESCUE OF
MINNESOTA
smalldogsminnesota.org
info@smalldogsminnesota.org
All-volunteer group committed
to the rescue, rehabilitation,
and placement of dogs
20 pounds and under.

TRI-COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY
tricountyhumanesociety.org
pets@tricountyhumanesociety.org
320- 252-0896
We believe in the human/animal
bond and exist to support Central
Minn. by practicing and promoting
quality adoption services and
education programs.
WAGS & WHISKERS ANIMAL
RESCUE OF MN
wagsmn.org
wagswhiskersmn@gmail.com
Volunteer 501(c)(3), non-profit
animal rescue organization
dedicated to saving the lives of
homeless animals and educating
the community on responsible pet
ownership.
WASECA COUNTY ANIMAL
HUMANE SOCIETY
wcahs.petfinder.com
wcahsadoptions@gmail.com
507-201-7287
501c3, no-kill organization that helps
homeless animals of all types in
numerous counties in South Central Minn.
WINONA AREA HUMANE SOCIETY
winonahumanesociety.org
507-452-3135

LOST AND
FOUND PETS
Report lost and found pets of
Southeast Minnesota:
facebook.com/SEMNLost.Found
Report lost and found dogs of
Minnesota: facebook.com/LDoMN

STOP OVER-POPULATION

SPAY AND NEUTER
YOUR PETS

GET THE SCOOP|

GET THE SCOOP
SEPTEMBER

September 20 Walk for the Animals for Martin
County Humane Society, Cedar Creek Park in
Fairmont, 2pm, mchsofmn.org

September 4 Pints for Paws, craft beer tasting
and BBQ with Paws and Claws Humane Society,
6–9pm, Rochester Eagles Club, pawsandclaws.org

September 26 New Leash on Life, 5K Dog
Run/3K Walk for Zumbro Valley Mental Health
Center and Paws and Claws Humane Society,
8:30am, Silver Lake Park, pawsandclaws.org

September 4 Great Dane Rescue of MN & WI
Brat Stand Fundraiser, 11am, North Oaks Von
Hanson’s Meats, gdromn.org/info/events

September 26 Dobe-O-Rama, Doberman lovers
unite! 10am–4pm, Bloomington Obedience and
Training Center, dobermanrescueminnesota.com

September 12-13 Safe Haven Pet Rescue’s
annual rummage sale, Saturday 7am–4pm and
Sunday 8am–2:30pm, Olmsted County Fairground
Bldg. 35, safehavenpetrescue.org

September 27 Blessing of the Animals, Assisi
Heights 1:30–3pm, all animal companions are
welcome in cages or on short leashes, free will
offering, rochesterfranciscan.org

September 12-13 Rochester MN Kennel Club
Annual All Breed Shows, Obedience Trials & Rally
Trials, Olmsted County Fairgrounds,
rochestermnkennelclub.com

OCTOBER

September 12-13 Canines and Christmas,
Minnesota Renaissance Festival, Shakopee,
renaissancefest.com
September 12 6th Annual Slobberfest, 11am-3pm
Rochester Pet & Country Store, rochesterfeed.com
September 12 English Springer Rescue America
“Meet the Springers,” 11am–1pm, Chuck & Don’s,
Plymouth, springerrescuemidwest.org
September 12 Woofstock, 10am–3pm,
Linden Hills, explorelindenhills.com
September 12 Fall Plant Sale for Martin County
Humane Society, St. Johns UCC back parking lot,
8am, mchsofmn.org
September 13 Best Friends Animal Society
Strut Your Mutt annual fundraising dog walk,
5K run and festival, 8am–1pm, St. Louis Park,
bestfriends.org/What-We-Do/Events/Strut-Your-Mutt
September 13 Goldzilla, Golden Retriever Fun
Fair & Walk for Rescue, 8:30am–2pm, Long Lake
Park, New Brighton, goldzilla.ragom.org
September 19 Bake Sale for Martin County
Humane Society, Fleet and Farm in Fairmont,
9am, mchsofmn.org
September 19 Minnesota Boxer Rescue’s
9th Annual WiggleFest, 11am–3pm, Arden Hills,
mnboxerrescue.rescuegroups.org

October 3 BARKtoberfest, a BACB Unleashed
signature event. A doggy event with a German
Twist. Parade of Tails at Noon. Long Dog Dash at
1 pm plus other games and contests, 11am–2pm.
Eagles Club of Rochester, 917 15 Ave. SE,
BACBunleashed.com
October 9 Shrimp Dinner for Martin County
Humane Society, Northrop Legion, 5pm,
mchsofmn.org
October 10 Pets in the Park, including pet walk,
silent auction, contests, MN Disc Dog performancs,
vendors, obstacle course, demonstrations,
adoptions and kids carnival, 9am–2pm,
stewartvillechamger.com
October 16 26th Annual Charity Auction to
benefit Paws & Claws Humane Society, doors open
5:30pm, Rochester International Event Center,
pawsandclaws.org
October 25 Paw-a-Ween for MN Midwest
Pug Rescue, all breeds welcome, 12:30–3pm,
Animal Inn, 8633 24th St. N, Lake Elmo,
mnmidwestpugrescue.com

NOVEMBER
November 3 –December 22 Mayo Clinic
Therapy Dog Class, a training class that prepares
teams for the test done through Pet Partners,
Tuesdays, 6:30-8:00pm at Assisi Heights. Must have
completed a basic obedience class within the past
year; must be reliable, friendly, and enjoy working
in all environments. Jessica Smidt 507-538-1407
or Smidt.jessica@mayo.edu to register

November 5 Pause 4 Paws
Annual Fall Fundraiser: A TailWagging Affair, Minneapolis Event
Center, 5:30–8:30pm, pause4pawsmn.org
November 20 Craft and Bake Sale
for Martin County Humane Society,
St Johns UCC basement, 4:30,
mchsofmn.org
November 21 Bake Sale for Martin
County Humane Society, Fleet and Farm in
Fairmont, 9am, mchsofmn.org
November 21 Cakes for Critters for Martin
County Humane Society, Red Rock Center for the
Arts in Fairmont, 2pm, mchsofmn.org

Look for the WINTER issue
of the wagazine in early

DECEMBER 2015!
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| HAPPY TAILS

SUE AND OLIVE

AND MINNESOTA’S 67 STATE PARKS
A Rochester woman and her dog visit every one of them

O

live, a Boxer, loves
camping and has
her own pup tent
(a term she takes literally)
and has pitched it in a whole
shebang of state parks. At least
she oversees as Sue Stanek, her
person, pitches.
Early in August, Sue and
Olive achieved their goal of
visiting all 67 Minnesota state
parks. After three summers’
travels, they finished at Zippel
Bay on Lake of the Woods in
the Northwest Angle. “That’s
the parks, A to Z,” Sue says.
“Afton to Zippel.”
Their quest started in 2012
with a hike at Whitewater but
didn’t turn official until a year
later when they camped at
Nerstrand-Big Woods. “I got the
camping bug,” she says. And so
began their 67-parks project.
“The park visits are something fun to do with my dog,
something we can do together.
It’s also pretty economical –
except for the gear.”
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OUTFITTING OLIVE
About the gear: Olive, who will
turn 6 on October 30, does forgo
the kitchen sink.
But she needs that pup tent.
She shares it with her best Boxer
buddy, Brody, whenever he
and his person, Lisa Loeffler,
come along. (Olive and Brody
are alumni of Minnesota
Boxer Rescue, mnboxerrescue.
rescuegroups.org.)
Olive has a sleeping bag just
like Sue’s, and vests and coats and
custom-made pajamas with legs.
It’s necessary nightwear, Sue says.
Olive’s belly and the backs of
her legs are bald. “I need to keep
her warm. When it’s 50 or 55
degrees, she starts shivering.”
For hot weather, Olive has a
battery-operated fan and a cooler
vest. Other musts include life
jacket, dog bug spray and flea/
tick preventative. A first-aid kit
holds human remedies and essential vet wrap. “I’ve used it on
knees; I’ve used it on tent poles.”
Further Olive requisites:
treats, canine energy bars, bully

sticks and – “My backpack is
always full of more stuff for her
than for me.”

A DOG’S LIFE,
A LA OLIVE
Olive has hiked, camped, swum,
boated, posed for pictures beside
every park’s entrance sign and
plonked her 60-lb. self on Sue’s
lap so they could sit around
campfires very together. During
their visit to Blue Mounds, Olive
attended her first drive-in movie,
“Man of Steel.” Superman failed
to impress her. She snoozed.
At Moose Lake, she snored
through a rendezvous with a wild
critter, later revealed by Google
to be a woodchuck. Sue, in her
rush to shoo away the furry
unknown lying beside Olive,
missed a splendid photo opp.
Imagine: forest beastie relaxing
next to Olive the Oblivious
asleep in her purple coat.
A curious woodchuck isn’t so
bad. “The worst creatures we’ve
run into are ticks,” Sue says.

BUT I DON’T WANT
TO GO HOME!
Olive loves to see Sue packing
for a trip and hates to see her
breaking camp. Departing is
such bitter sorrow, way beyond
whine time. Olive screams and
cries. And when they get home,
she sits by the folded tent and
whimpers.
Cheer up, Olive. The campouts will continue. Wisconsin,
next on the itinerary, has 47 state
parks, Aztalan to Wyalusing.
Rochester freelancer KL Snyder
had a ball talking to and writing
about adventurers Sue and her
funny, lovable Boxer, Olive.

67 STATE PARKS
SUE’S FAVORITE:
Tettegouche. “There’s something
magical about Tettegouche.”
OLIVE’S FAVORITES:
Itasca, Gooseberry Falls.
PARK RULES:
Dogs on leash and never in buildings
or roped-off swimming
areas. They can paddle
outside the ropes, though.
Olive does and wears a
life jacket.
ONE MORE THING:
With Olive’s susceptibility
to cold, camping trips
are limited to mid-May
through September,
until Sue can add one
more item for Olive’s
comfort. “I’d like to get
a camper.”
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First two photos by Grape Soda Photography. Last photo courtesy of Sue Stanek.

by Karen L. Snyder

Rochester Pet & Country Store Presents

6th Annual

SLOBBERFEST
Saturday,
Sept. 12th
11-3pm
Speakers & Demos!
FREE Nail Trims!
Canine Contests!

2015
Vendors
& FREE
Samples!

5 11-1/2 St. SE Rochester, MN • 507-285-5547 • rochesterfeed.com
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Rochester’s Local Choice for Underground Dog Fencing
Locally Owned
and Operated

Rechargeable
Collars

Containment
Guarantees

Mayo and IBM
Discounts

Lifetime
Warranty

3367 Woodstone DR SW, Rochester, MN 55902

www.Petstop.com

Free in-home estimate!
Call Now: 507-218-5150
Congratulations to PJ Tucker
from Rochester!
Proud winner of the Pet Stop
fencing system giveaway!

Owner Jeff Barnett presenting PJ Tucker with the winning certificate.

