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Behind every
happy healthy
pet is your
caring family vet

Small animals, birds and exotics

507-288-2050

2117 North Hwy 52
Rochester, MN
www.heritagepetvet.net
find us on facebook

Laura Toddie, DVM | Travis Einertson, DVM | Jennifer Watson, DVM

TO LENGTHEN AND STRENGTHEN THE UNIQUE BOND BETWEEN PETS AND THEIR PEOPLE

Shawn Buryska ABR, CRS, GRI

BURNET
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sburyska@cbburnet.com
507-254-7425 mobile
507-288-1234 office
507-252-6745 direct

www.ShawnBuryska.com
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New
Beginnings.

Orphaned
newborn Chip
receives lifesaving
milk from his
surrogate mama,
Keeva, after
being bottlefed
during a long
transport to her.

It’s easy to recall the urgency of that cold February day, driving from Cannon
Falls to Oronoco with a 2-day-old puppy in my arms. He’d been orphaned by
a mama who died during whelping, and 275 miles away, there was a surrogate
ready to take him in.
Several volunteers helped in a relay-style transport to give this lone survivor
a chance at life. After a quick handoff in a windy fast food parking lot, I drove
the final leg to his destination foster home, bottle feeding him in my arms.
On the subject of new beginnings, Paws Abilities Dog Training is purposefully
giving rescue litters a head start in life. Their new effort, Project Puppy, pairs
trainers with foster homes to help puppies learn social skills and to lay the
groundwork for their lives as well-adjusted dogs. It’s making a huge difference.
See p. 10.
Rescue volunteers aren’t the only folks who come together quickly to help
area pets in need. Several local veterinary clinics have recently improved their
facilities to allow for quicker and better service medically (see p 19). Whether
it’s making a new beginning possible or giving a second chance, no doubt these
veterinarians are helping pets live longer and healthier.
Speaking of second chances, how about an accidental animal sanctuary that
is saving goats and other farm animals one by one? Owners Becky and Tara
Lien didn’t purchase their Northfield area property to rescue neglected animals,
but they are answering the calling, taking in “the ones that nobody wants.”
See p. 15.
And sometimes the most beautiful beginnings come from unexpected
circumstances. After being diagnosed with a rare genetic disorder that affects
muscle movement, Jon Kittleson turned to his lifelong love of art. He creates
pet portraits and says his “art represents the power to overcome any challenge,
mental or physical.” See p. 12.
This issue is full of inspirational stories—along with our 2nd annual Golden
Paws Award winners, who are dedicated to caring for the pets we love so much.
And as for the little orphaned puppy, Chip? He made it. You can read his
incredible story on p. 30.
Here’s to the season of new beginnings. Happy spring!

ellie@thewagazine.com

www.thewagazine.com
Find us on Facebook:
the wagazine
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| YOUR PHOTOS
In loving memory of Vernon.
He was with us 16.5 years.
~ Pierre de Cathelineau

{

{

Want to see your pet in print?
Send photos to kate@thewagazine.com.

We welcome Donut into our home. He is a 9 week old Shiba Inu.
~ Tessa Slisz

Left: Izzy celebrating the new year. Right: Love, Callie and Izzy caught
resting. ~ Andrea G

QUARRY HILL PARK Animal Hospital
WINNER
20

18

AWARD

BEST
VETERINARIAN

QUARRY HILL PARK ANIMAL HOSPITAL in Rochester MN is committed to the very best
in dog and cat health care. Our experienced team of veterinarians and technicians
will help to ensure that your pets enjoy a long and healthy life.

507-285-1059
www.quarryhillvet.com
2554 Clare Lane NE., Rochester, MN
Mon/Wed/Fri: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm Tues: 7:30 am - 5:30 pm Thurs: 7:30 am - 6:30 pm Sat - Sun: Closed
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LIVING WITH PETS |

BARK AT ME
B y Donna C hic one

TIS THE SEASON

BEETHOVEN AND BARK

Pet Parent Question

Pet Parent Question:

“Do I need to keep my dog on heartworm medication year round here in the Midwest?”

“I like to leave the TV or radio on for my dog when I
leave the house. Do they like this or not?”

Answer: Mosquitos and ticks are not typically a problem when there is snow on the frozen ground. It is more
important to medicate dogs during peak seasons of the
warmer months. However, if your dog is in the woods
and brush or in other high-risk areas on a frequent basis,
your veterinarian can guide you on the best treatment
protocol.
There are new natural treatments for flea and tick in
the form of sprays and oils and other options. Any time
our dogs don’t need to be on medication is good for their
general well being. Work with your veterinarian and
consider your dog’s overall health when pursuing any
treatment.

Answer: Yes, if you leave a music station on that plays

Woofs & Smiles!

Woofs & Smiles!

Spring is just around the corner, and dog parents
are thinking about heartworm and flea and tick
protection. Work with your veterinarian on the
most appropriate treatment. Many pet parents
are also looking for more holistic and natural
treatments. Traditional and holistic treatments can
work together and both can be effective.

Dogs and music go together. Recent studies show
dogs prefer classical music to other genres. Humane
shelters are playing music and dogs are responding by
barking less and exhibiting less stress. Then there is
that dog who will howl and seem to sing along to the
music. A dog’s hearing is more sensitive than ours, so
loud music could be more stressful for them.

classical or even contemporary instrumentals, your dog may
like it. Other genres may be stressful for them. Make sure
the volume is low because of your dog’s sensitive hearing.
In addition to being soothing, it also drowns out natural
noises like traffic and other loud sounds that may cause
dogs to bark and feel stressed. Having said this, if your dog
does not like listening to music, don’t put it on. Sound
machines are a great alternative. You may find a select
sound your dog enjoys.
Competitive Dog Dancing is a worldwide sport.
Watching these teams perform is fascinating. Yes, dogs and
music can be wonderful together.

Donna Chicone is an award-winning author, TEDx speaker
and advocate for dogs. She is a former nurse, family and
addictions counselor, 23-year corporate America professional,
and host of Jazz and Jive’s TV Show. She is a devoted pet
parent to her two Portuguese water dogs, Jazz and Jive, and
is an advocate for the humane treatment of animals. She lives
in Minnesota with her husband. When she is not writing or
speaking about dogs, she’s engaged in pet assisted therapy work
and K9 Nosework with Jazz and Jive.
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C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S
AWARD

to our 2019

Golden Paws Award winners!
Photography by Kelvin Andow

BEST

BEST

BEST

BOARDING FACILITY

DOG WALKER

GROOMER

A Dog Spot

Ruff Break

Shalise Keating, owner

Kris Tofer, manager, Dave Brandt, exercise
specialist, and Phoebe Peterson, manager

Grooming Tails
Rochester Pet &
Country Store

RUNNER UP
LEASHES & LEADS

BEST

RUNNER UP
EXCLUSIVE PET SITTING - KIM RADKE

BEST

HORSE BUSINESS

PET FRIENDLY BUSINESS

Rochester Pet &
Country Store

Lauren Belter and Jordan Sorensen

Andrea Passe, equine specialist
RUNNER UP
TURN CREST STABLE
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Scheels
RUNNER UP
HOME DEPOT

Mackenzie and Wendy, groomers
RUNNER UP
CLIP & DIP GROOMING AND BOARDING

BEST

PET FRIENDLY
APARTMENT COMMUNITY

GrandeVille
at Cascade Lake
Lacey Brannick, leasing consultant

THANKS TO OUR READERS
FOR VOTING!

AWARD

BEST

PET FRIENDLY
RESTAURANT/PATIO

BEST

AWARD

BEST

PET SITTER

PET STORE

Five West

Cat’s Meow
Cat Sitting

Chuck & Don’s Pet
Food & Supplies

Nick Bongle, executive chef

Sarah Quincey, cat sitter extraordinaire

Kiah Burgdorf, Justin Snyder, Kaily Sanford

RUNNER UP
FORAGER BREWERY

RUNNER UP
EXCLUSIVE PET SITTING - KIM RADKE

RUNNER UP
LEASHES & LEADS

BEST

BEST

BEST

RESCUE

TRAINER

VETERINARIAN

Paws & Claws
Humane Society

Paws Abilities
Dog Training

Quarry Hill Park
Animal Hospital

Tanya Johnson, manager, and Nala

Carrie Davis, CPDT-KA

Mary Jette, Staff

RUNNER UP
CAMP COMPANION

RUNNER UP
GOOD DOG CAMP

RUNNER UP
NORTHERN VALLEY ANIMAL CLINIC

www.thewagazine.com
| |
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| TRAINING

PROJECTpuppy
Pairing Trainers with Fosters to Raise Rescue Litters
B y Sara Reus c he,C B C C -KA C P DT-KSA C VT

Trainer Lindsay Kinney, CPDT-KA, is an advocate for puppies. And she saw a problem.
“In running weekly puppy classes, I would have students attend with 10-week-old puppies they had just adopted
who were already showing concerning behaviors. Not everyone realizes that socialization begins the moment the
puppy is able to interact with their environment and receive input.
“These puppies [who were struggling in class] had spent their entire weaning process in a single room with
no enrichment or positive socialization experiences. Fortunately, they were still able to make progress with their
families, but they were given a developmental disadvantage at the start of their life.”

PUPPY INTERVENTIONS
Paws Abilities’ Project Puppy
provides free education to foster
homes in order to place better
socialized, trained, and stable
puppies in our community.
Kassidy McMann, Project Puppy
head, says that the people make the
program. “Every foster home I have
met has wanted nothing but the
best for their puppies. They put in
countless hours to … whelp, care
for, train, and find the right home
for [every] puppy in the litter.”
Paws Abilities’ volunteer
trainers teach foster homes about
interventions that can start right
away, even before a litter is born.
Some of the exercises include:
• Early neurological
stimulation (ENS)
• Early scent introduction
• Substrate preferences
• Startle/recovery exercises

10 | wagazine | SPRING 2019

• Food bowl protocols
• Clicker training
• Potty training
• Socialization
Puppies who have this start are
better equipped to handle lives
as pets, because they are more
confident, social and resilient.

EASIER FOSTER
EXPERIENCE TOO
Many of these exercises also make
the foster home’s life easier. Baby
puppies are hard work!
For example, starting litterbox
training at three weeks means that
puppies are easier to keep clean.
And because the puppies are started
on litter that smells like the outside
(sod, alfalfa pellets, and wheat
pellets), they learn to seek out those
nature scents right from the start.
Diane Sandstrom, a foster parent through Secondhand Hounds,

can attest to the difference. Her
foster Rozzie had a litter of adorable Pit Bull crosses.
“Lindsay’s weekly visits gave
my foster puppies a new and
great experience every time.
They were so well socialized and
trained at the time of adoption.
The training methods worked
for the little pups, and I received
feedback from the adopters that
their puppies had not had one
accident in the house since they
brought them into their homes.”
Skye Priesz of Seven Swans
Farm raised a litter of herding
breed mixes for Heart of a
Border Collie rescue. Skye is an
experienced foster mama but
still enjoyed her experiences as a
Project Puppy partner.
“The program … is an
absolutely brilliant and generous
act of loving kindness. When in

the midst of feeling worried if
everyone is healthy, eating enough,
warm enough and safe, it was so
reassuring to [have] a knowledgeable mentor.
“Most everyone knows puppies
need to be socialized to be the best
versions of themselves, but it’s hard
to know what that actually means
if you’re not already fluent in
developmental stages of behavior.”

HOW IT WORKS
Kinney says that the program is
different for each foster.
“A whelping foster is paired
with a Project Puppy volunteer
from Paws Abilities. Weekly meetings in person or virtually provide
advice and assistance. Volunteers
discuss the puppies’ developmental
stage, current concerns, set up
[age-appropriate] socialization
goals, and even introduce early
training games when the puppies
are old enough.”
They show fosters hands-on
skills like ENS, assist in setting
up whelping rooms, and go over
handling exercises like nail trims.
“For extra credit the puppies
might have a pool party (with

treats, toys, and ¼" or less of water
and a dry “dock” to stand on) in
the bathtub.”

Photos courtesy of Paws Abilities.

BASEBALL HATS AND
GROOMING TOOLS
Jane Stier of New Leash Rescue
was impressed by how easy
socialization could be with her
litter of Shepherd crosses.
“Kassidy came to my house
to teach me some techniques on
how to introduce novel items
to my litter of seven-week-old
foster pups. She brought over
some very common household
items like a cutting board, a
baseball hat and a box. As she
introduced each item to the
pups, she rewarded them with
treats. They had a blast! Her tips
gave me the inspiration to use
my own everyday items to help
desensitize the pups to things
they may encounter in their
forever homes.”
Kinney adjusts her socialization
to the future needs of each puppy.
“For a litter of Morkie puppies
[through Secondhand Hounds],
we spent extra attention on
getting them comfortable with
grooming tools, being handled,
and being comfortable playing on
wet grass/rain showers.
“For [Sandstrom’s litter of
Pitties], more focus was spent on

polite greetings. Once they were
walking, we started teaching them
to sit for pets and that jumping
didn’t get them attention.”
Priesz is excited to apply her
puppy-raising experience with
future litters and encourages
others to consider this rewarding
experience.
“By the time they were ready to
be adopted, these pups were really
well prepared to bond with their
new families and explore their
worlds with confidence. If more
fosters knew how important the
first 10 weeks can be to the entire
life of a dog, and had a resource
to help them each step of the way,
I’m sure many people would be
inspired to raise awesome foster
puppies of their own. Knowing
you’ve given a puppy the best
possible start in life to becoming
a well-adjusted, happy doggo is
worth all of the extra laundry and
some lost sleep!”
Sara Reusche, CBCC-KA
CPDT-KSA CVT, is owner of
Paws Abilities Dog Training.

BEING A
PUPPY IS
A FULL
TIME JOB
WE CAN HELP...
• Low-cost Puppy Classes
• Project Puppy (for rescues/shelters)
• Social Puppy Club (for current training clients)

1200 Lake Shady Ave S, Oronoco, MN 55960

pawsabilitiesmn.com • 507-624-0190
Visit us at www.northernvalleyvet.com

507-282-0867

What questions do you have
for the trainer? Email
ellie@thewagazine.com and
we’ll put the experts to work.

Milo

These Puppy Project graduates had the benefit of a volunteer trainer who
guided their foster family in their first weeks of life to help the puppies build
confidence and resiliency for adulthood.

Hop on Over
With Creatures All,
Fur or Feathers
Big or Small
animal clinic

Tulip

NORTHERN VALLEY
3309 Alberta Drive NE, Rochester

Appointment Hours
Mon, Thurs, Fri 7:30am to 6pm
Tue, Wed 7:30am to 8:30pm • Saturdays 8am to 2pm
Michael Herman, DVM • Brad Treder, DVM
Becky Richardson, DVM

Find us on
www.thewagazine.com | 11

| IN THE BUSINESS

Mind Over Motor Skills
Pet Portrait Artist Creates
While Coping with Movement Disorder
B y B ob Freund
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“rapid-onset dystonia parkinsonism,”
abbreviated RDP.
It’s a movement disorder that slows his
speech and affects muscles in his hands
and arms, among other symptoms. For
example, while he is able to use a walker,
Kittleson often rides his motorized
wheelchair to get around.
Originally from Virginia, Kittleson
completed an associate degree in graphic
art there and used his graphics skills for
several years as an artist for a commercial
printing shop. He also worked as an
estimator for a sign company.
In 2006, he moved from the East
Coast to the St. Ansgar, Iowa, area to
help his family with a cattle farm. Three

years ago, Kittleson took up his current
home in Austin, Minn., where he lives
with his wife, Jenny, and dogs, Roscoe
and Ellie.

LOSING SOME SKILLS, LEANING ON OTHERS
In his youth, the artist had been partially
paralyzed by a school wrestling accident.
Symptoms of the genetic disorder started
appearing about eight or nine years ago
during his Iowa years, Kittleson says.
And they came rapidly, as its name
suggests.
Speech particularly was affected. “My
mind was going, and my tongue couldn’t
keep up,” the artist says candidly. He
doesn’t shrink from describing what befell

Photos courtesy of Jon Kittleson.

T

here’s a Big Dog in the room where
John Kittleson works. A wallsized portrait of yellow Labrador
Retriever—its muzzle much
larger than life-sized—looks silently over
Kittleson’s shoulder as he draws.
The Big Dog gives a hint of Kittleson’s
passions for both art and animals. He
combines the two in his vivid portraits
of peoples’ pets. Yes, he can sketch
horses, cats, and farm animals, but his
core subjects are dogs of all kinds. “I just
finished my 82nd portrait in five years,”
the artist says.
However, there’s another Big Dog
in his life. Kittleson, 37, deals every
day with a rare genetic disease called

Kittleson's gallery of work includes horses, cats and farm animals, but dogs are his core subject.

him: “I went from talking normally to
having to learn to talk (again).”
Even experts at Mayo Clinic were
not sure about the sudden disease. “It
was a puzzle for them,” Kittleson says.
Following a Mayo referral, doctors at
Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center in
North Carolina diagnosed the symptoms
as the rare RDP condition, he says.
After learning the diagnosis, “I didn’t
know what was going to happen,” Kittleson
says. He turned to his proven skill. He gives
credit to wife Jenny for suggesting the path
leading to artistic pet portraits.

BRINGING PETS TO LIFE IN PENCIL
Kittleson’s gallery of work today shows
a unique style. Portraits contain bright
colors and visible strokes. Lines of different hues mix together to form images
or a backdrop. His portraits share some
common elements with Impressionist
paintings, the artist agrees.
In one way, his RDP has contributed
to Kittleson’s style. “I used to do oil pastels,” which are created with thick sticks
somewhat like crayons. He switched to

drawing with colored pencils because of
muscle changes. “For my hands, it’s easier
to hold on to a pencil,” the artist says.

Kittleson works part-time as paraprofessional
reading instructor for third and fourth grades
at Neveln School in Austin.

"I BELIEVE THAT MY ART REPRESENTS
THE POWER TO OVERCOME ANY
CHALLENGE, MENTAL OR PHYSICAL."
				

Kittleson creates the pet portraits on
commission from his customers. Clients
send him photos of their dogs, and he
draws from them. These are not merely
reproductions. Kittleson adds his own
artist’s eye to bring them to life. “I like
certain types of color,” he says.
The portrait itself usually is delivered as
an 11x14-inch piece, suitable for framing.
Kittleson supplies a mat as part of the
price, which often is in the $400 range.
The artist has posted galleries of
his pet portraits and other works at
www.jonkittleson.com.
His art is a part-time pursuit. In addition,

- JON KITTLESON

But the art means more than earning a
living. “I enjoy doing it; it’s just fun,” he
says.
Kittleson also finds his pet portraits to
be therapeutic for coping with the medical challenges. “It keeps me creating,” the
Austin artist says. “It keeps me positive.”
Jon Kittleson’s advice to others caught
in the grip of RDP or other Parkinson’s
diseases: “There’s hope. Don’t get
discouraged!
Bob Freund is a freelance writer based in
Rochester.
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Jon Kittleson

VETERINARIAN
ALWAYS ON DUTY
Rochester Clinic
507-424-3976

Custom artwork created just for
you and your loved ones.
Send in a photo of your furry friend
and Jon will create a vibrant piece
of artwork that captures the
personality of each beloved pet.

121 23rd Ave SW
Rochester, MN 55902

HOURS: 6pm-8am Monday-Thursday
5pm Friday-8am Monday • Open all major holidays

jonkittleson.artist

1st EXAM FREE
NEW CLIENTS ONLY. One coupon per household. No cash value.
Coupons can be combined. Offer expires 5/31/19.

Meadow View

Stewartville

6214 14th Street NW
Byron, MN (inside Leashes & Leads)

205 S. Main Street
Stewartville, MN

Ve t e r i n a r y C l i n i c , L LC

507-424-2120

meadowviewvetmn.com

A n i m a l C l i n i c , L LC

507-533-4225

Complete health care services
for your pet:
• Wellness Exams

• Preventative Care

• Digital Radiography

• Dental Care

• Surgical Procedures

• In-House Laboratory

• Canine Rehabilitation And Conditioning

Check us out on facebook
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To help with osteo-arthritis, ligament and tendon injuries and
other chronic inflammatory diseases.
Service only available at Byron office. One coupon per household. No cash value.
Coupons can be combined. Offer expires 5/31/19.

stewartvilleanimalclinic.com

CONVENIENT SCHEDULING TIMES
OPEN DAYS, EVENINGS & SATURDAYS!
PROTECT YOUR PETS WITH
FLEA, TICK, AND HEARTWORM
PREVENTATIVES TODAY!

FREE

ADULT STEM CELL
TREATMENT CONSULT

GET YOUR
HUNTING DOG IN SHAPE!

10%OFF

UNDERWATER TREADMILL
CONDITIONING PKG.
NEW CLIENTS ONLY. Service only available at Byron
office. One coupon per household. No cash value.
Coupons can be combined. Offer expires 5/31/19.

Our UNDERWATER TREADMILL is great for dogs who can’t get
the exercise they need due to being overweight, recovering from
surgery, illness or injury. Let your dog try it today!
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LITTLE
ACORN
SANCTUARY
10 Chickens, 5 Goats,
2 Dogs, 2 Women,
and 2 Children
B y Kevin Krein | P hot
og rap hy b y Kelvin A nd ow

I started calling them “sad days”—the days where
I find it’s more challenging to manage my poor mental health, and redirect
myself into focusing on something else.
In a text message exchange with my wife, she asks how I’m doing, and I
tell her that I’m having a bit of a “sad day.”
She responds, “Maybe the animals will help?”
She’s right, of course—about the animals. That tight grip of sadness
loosens as I am on the receiving end of seemingly endless kisses from Piper,
an energetic, affectionate, and smiley Pit Bull.
It’s a little easier to let go of that depressive feeling when a handsome,
curious, and chatty goat named Martin is playfully bopping his head
against the back of my leg.

Accidental sanctuary
Little Acorn Sanctuary is located in Castle Rock Township outside of
Northfield, Minn. The couple who founded and operate the sanctuary,
Tara and Becky Lien, along with their two young children, bought the
property two years ago; Little Acorn itself is less than a year old, established
as a non-profit during the summer of 2018.
I take the dirt road and make my way up a long, curving driveway to the
Lien family home. The head of goat curiously peeks out from the door of a
small barn-like building in the sprawling backyard of the property, as if to
say, “Who is this strange man? Is he here to visit me?”
Originally from New Jersey, Tara Lien has lived in Minnesota for a
decade. She concedes the winters have taken some getting used to. It’s the

middle of January and cold
on the day I visit her at Little
Acorn.
Both Tara and her wife
Becky have day jobs—Becky
is microbiologist; Tara is a
school social worker.
The family moved to Castle
Rock Township because they were
looking for a place where they could
have backyard chickens as pets, more land to
garden, and eventually, a couple of goats. The first two goats, Tucker and
Riley, were not so much rescued as they were purchased, as babies, for $20
each, from very bad situation.
“We drove halfway home and I’m holding these goats,” Lien recalls.
“And they are covered in lice and fleas.” The animals were in such rough
shape, they had to be shaved completely and given numerous shots and
medications from a veterinarian.
The Liens did not set out to become an animal rescue, or sanctuary—
but that changed with the arrival of Martin.

Becky and Tara Lien and their kids didn't set out to become a sanctuary, but the
animals kept coming. Above: Tucker, one of the original goats.
www.thewagazine.com | 15

Martin was born to a goat farmer—but born blind.
“Someone posted about him on Facebook,” Lien said.
“They were going to dispose of him in two weeks if no
one would take him. My wife Becky—she didn’t ask. We
didn’t have a conversation. She said we’d take him.”
But the Liens had to figure out how to get Martin
from Kansas to Minnesota.
Through social media, seven different strangers
volunteered to caravan Martin, from car to car, and after he
arrived, Lien recalled this was the moment when she thought
she and Becky should “go all in” on the idea of a sanctuary.

Growing the menagerie
Shortly after rescuing Martin, the couple rescued Pancake, whom Lien
called “the starved goat.” Once incredibly malnourished, Pancake is now
healthy and thriving, mischievous but well meaning. He is Martin’s buddy
and seems to have the most energy of Little Acorn’s special needs goats.
After Pancake came the sensitive goat, Sven. He struggles with mobility
due to previously frostbitten legs and overgrown hooves. At Little Acorn,
he has a specially-made cart to assist him with getting around, and a
plethora of oversized stuffed animals for cuddling.
Late in the fall, the Liens took in two Cornish Cross chickens,
Hedwig and Snowcomb, and inside the house, the menagerie continues,
with the family’s two dogs—the aged and stoic Rocco, and Piper, the
highly excitable Pit Bull adopted from a St. Paul rescue.
For the coming year, Lien said she’d like to see Little Acorn grow, but
just a little bit. They are still able to take on a few smaller farm animals.
“I think because we’re so new, getting word out is going to be such a
big thing,” Lien said. “My goal for this year is to be
able to fundraise to build a bigger barn.”

Getting the word out
For any non-profit, funding is always
a concern. Little Acorn has a Patreon
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site, which, at the end of January, reached the
milestone of having over 100 sponsors.
“Patreon has been helpful because it
allows people to give regularly,” Lien said,
adding she had begun working with Eureka
Compass—a vegan bodega in St. Paul.
“Eureka Compass reached out to us
about a philanthropic relationship and
partnership,” she said. “They have a lot of
knowledge about that kind of thing, so it’s
going to be so helpful to get that advice and steer
us in the right direction.”
To get the word out about Little Acorn, both for fundraising and awareness, Lien primarily uses the sanctuary’s Facebook and Instagram accounts,
regularly posting photos and videos of the animals.
The organization’s website is a work in progress, though through it,
you may order Little Acorn merchandise (hats, sweatshirts, t-shirts, et.
al) which are produced locally and are housed in a makeshift gift shop
in the front hall closet of the Lien home.
Lien said soon there will be a page on the site for volunteers to sign
up to assist on the sanctuary, as well as information on open house-style
events where the public can come and meet the animals.

Reducing use of animal products
Prior to my arrival at Little Acorn Sanctuary, I began following the
organization’s social media pages. In going back through enough posts,
I got the impression that the Lien family was not only rescuing farm
animals, but that they were also vegans. It turns out I was right.
Lien had been a vegetarian since she was a teenager and has gone back
and forth with cutting out eggs and dairy. She said after moving out to
their current property and obtaining a small flock of chickens, she started
to learn about chicken hatcheries, and that was the turning point for her.
She said Becky, who has also been a vegetarian most of her life, is now
“90 percent vegan.”

The couple’s oldest daughter, 9 years old, is also vegan and has
become an intense and vocal advocate for animal rights; their youngest
daughter, 7, already a picky eater, is a vegetarian.
Lien said she tries not to be too pushy with their vegan lifestyle when
visitors come out to meet the animals at Little Acorn, adding in an
ideal situation, anyone who walks through the door would walk out
and no longer use animal products for anything.
“I like to tell people about the different industries and give information,” she said. “A lot of people who come to see us eat meat, drink
milk and eat eggs. I have had people say that since they met our
chickens and goats, they no longer eat chicken or goats. It’s a step in the
right direction.”
She added that, as a social worker, she strongly believes in “harm
reduction” and encourages dialogue on what may be considered to be
controversial topics.
“I really want people who have different opinions to come together
and have a conversation,” Lien said. “Being able to have those conversations… I’m unwilling to tiptoe around what I want to say, but it’s
about finding that balance.”

a few OF THE RESIDENTS...
Martin

tucker

Animal connection
After meeting all the residents of
Little Acorn, and before I depart,
Lien and I chat about my own
experiences as a vegan, as well
as what it was like living with
companion rabbits, and the
work I do with the humane
society in Northfield—my
weekly attempts to socialize shy,
scared or stressed out shelter cats.
“I had a cat for years,” she tells me.
“I chose her from the rescue because she
attacked me when I tried to hold her. I thought
she definitely needed a home. And looking back on that, of course
this is where we ended up—with all these animals. The ones that
nobody wants.”

riley

sven
heDwig & snowcomb

pancake

The "original" chickens

Kevin Krein is a friend to all animals and a writer living in Northfield.
Since 2013, he’s operated the award winning music blog Anhedonic
Headphones. His writing has also appeared on The Next Ten Words,
Bearded Gentlemen Music, and in River Valley Woman. He tries his
hardest to take photos of very good cats and put them the ‘the socials’:
@KevEFly (Twitter) or @kev_e_fly (Instagram.)

ninja

LittleAcornSanctuary.org

piper

facebook.com/LittleAcornSanctuary
@littleacornsanctuary on Instagram
Donate through patreon.com/LittleAcornSanctuary
Each goat has a personality, including shy Sven (opposite above) and mischievous Pancake (opposite below with Tara and Martin). The next goal is
to fundraise for a larger barn. Tara doesn't push their vegan lifestyle on visitors
but is open to dialogue about harm reduction and controversial topics.

rocco
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| VET CHECK

BUILDING
FOR THE
FUTURE

Improved facilities and technologies help vets better serve pets
B y Holly Galb us | P hot
og rap hy b y Kelvin A nd ow

P

et ownership is on the rise in the United States. According to
2017-2018 American Pet Products Association data, 68 percent,
or 85 million families in the U.S. own a pet. That’s up six
percent from 2014. And, more than ever before, we are including our pets
in many of our daily activities, dining out and vacations.
No doubt about it, we love our pets—our furbabies—and want only
the best for them. That includes quality medical care, whether for routine
checkups, in emergency situations, or when we sense there is an underlying
disease present and are seeking a diagnosis.
Local veterinarians are responding to the needs of their clients by providing expanded services, utilizing the latest in technological advances to
diagnose and treat ailments, and in some cases, either building a new facility or creatively adding on to more fully serve the growing pet population.

The new facility includes a centralized lab area, four exam rooms with
one dedicated solely to cat care, a larger surgery suite with new EKG and
respiration monitors, and a larger treatment area.

Zumbrota Veterinary Clinic was designed with the help of a veterinary-specific
architect.

ZUMBROTA VETERINARY CLINIC
BUILDS NEW FACILITY

Doctors Dan Nietz and Mike Strecker and staff of the Zumbrota
Veterinary Clinic moved into their new facility on Roscoe Avenue, in the
new commercial development along the Highway 52 interchange, in early
January. The clinic was previously located in the heart of Zumbrota, in a
building that dates back to 1978.
The new building, Strecker says, is slightly larger, but has a much better
floor plan, thanks to the design help of a veterinary-specific architect.
Until 2010, the clinic served both large and small animals but now
specializes in small animal care only. This shift informed many of the
clinic’s design elements.
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A three-zoned heating and cooling system provides the clinic with better
odor and infection control. The surgery suite has two tables, allowing both
doctors to perform surgeries simultaneously, and a window into the room
gives pet parents a view of the surgery in progress.
Also new to the ZVC is a Comfort Room, designed with sensitivity to
the pet owner who is facing a difficult prognosis or having to make the
ultimate decision and be with their pet during euthanasia.
Each exam room is equipped with a combination lift table and scale, an
advancement that Strecker says is extremely helpful. The dog steps onto
the table and, with a push of a button, is lifted to the proper height for
examination. The doctors also have installed a new computer system with
web-based technologies and easy access to online medical records.
With all the new building has to offer, doctors and staff at the ZVC
are looking to the future, planning to provide more orthopedics services
and performing more routine spay and neuters for Paws and Claws
Humane Society.

The mobile surgery suite at Owatonna Veterinary Hospital has 2 operating
tables and is a space solution to the growing practice, says Dr. James Gute.

MOBILE SURGERY SUITE AT OWATONNA
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Dr. James Gute says the new mobile surgery suite, an RV-like unit
located just feet from the Owatonna Veterinary Hospital, has been
beneficial in helping staff cope with a space crunch at the clinic.
The veterinary practice has been growing rapidly over the last eight

years, explains Gute, averaging
approximately two new clients
each day, and the hospital
needed more space to accommodate the additional staff and
patients.
While plans do include the
building of a new veterinary
hospital in the next few years,
the mobile surgery suite is
an effective interim solution
to the space challenge. Gute,
who performs the majority of
surgeries in the suite, along with
two technicians, says it is an ideal situation for both staff and patients,
because it is all self-contained and furnished with state-of-the-art equipment. “It’s really more efficient,” Gute says. “I’m getting more surgeries
done in less time.”
The mobile surgery suite, often requested by patients, is consistently
booked out two weeks.
It includes two operating tables and accompanying equipment,
allowing for a surgery and another service, such as a dental procedure,
to be occurring simultaneously. Seven kennels in the suite house pets
post-surgery.

Your NEW location for Compassionate, Contemporary Care.

WE’VE
MOVED!

1901 Roscoe Avenue
Zumbrota, MN 55992

Dan Nietz, DVM • Mike Strecker, DVM

507- 732-7301 • www.zumbrotavet.com
www.thewagazine.com | 19

EXCEPTIONAL
VETERINARY CARE
Dr. Nathan Mannix, Med City Animal Hospital, uses technology to get faster
answers.

K-M REGIONAL VETERINARY HOSPITAL
ADDS ULTRASOUND

In January, Dr. Lauren Dinsmore, veterinarian at K-M Regional in
Kasson, began using ultrasound technology, in addition to the more
traditional digital x-rays, to aid in diagnoses.
“The benefit is I can really see the architecture of the organ,” Dinsmore
said. “The ultrasound gives me more details. And it creates a side by side
comparison—a true comparison—of scans taken at different times.”
Dinsmore says the ultrasound equipment, which is in use every day at
the hospital, helps her to hone in on treatment for a variety of disorders,
including lymphoma, inflammatory bowel disease and heart problems.

ADVANCEMENTS IN DIAGNOSIS AND
TREATMENT

Dr Nathan Mannix,
Jenni Hille & Natalie Finn
with Stark the dog.

OUR CLINIC HOURS
Monday-Friday: 8:00 am-5:30 pm
Saturday & Sunday Closed.

507-258-9011
medcityanimalhospital.com
1111 14th Street NW, Rochester, MN 55901
(Located at the corner of 14th Street and
Assisi Drive/11th Ave NW)

Med City Animal Hospital
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Veterinary medicine has made significant advancements in recent years,
providing, in some cases, a similar quality of care to that of human medicine.
Dr. Nathan Mannix, veterinarian and founder of the Med City Animal
Hospital, says that “what is most helpful for the pet owner is the speed
with which we can get answers and treatment.”
That speed has been improved with advances such as digital x-rays,
online stores that stock a broad range of treatment options that can be
delivered in a day or two, and the ongoing development of new medications that are helping pet owners take care of their furry friends.
What has also been very beneficial, Mannix says, is the advent of
telemedicine, the exchanging of medical information for the purpose of
improving a patient’s health. “I am able to send a digital x-ray to a radiologist anywhere in the world for a second opinion,” Mannix said.
New medications are being developed all the time, and according to
Gute of the Owatonna Veterinary Hospital, an advancement he says has
been “tremendously helpful” is the new anti-anxiety drugs for pets. Their
use aids the veterinarian during an examination. “Some cats won’t let you
touch them,” Gute explains. “The anti-anxiety drugs take the edge off
that, they are much more cooperative.” He says they can also be helpful
for animals with noise phobias, the fear of thunderstorms, fireworks, or
even just having company in the home.

Holly Galbus is a Rochester area freelance writer who often writes about
the bond between pets and their people.

A BIG THANK YOU
to our loyal customers and
readers of the wagazine
for voting us

BEST Groomers and
BEST Horse Business!
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Karen, Mackenzie and Wendy

Andrea Passe, Equine specialist

Rochester Pet & Country Store offers
professional grooming for your dogs & cats

Andrea has an Agricultural Business
degree and has a lifetime of
experience in the equine industry.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Meet Rachel Kaehler Leaver!

She is the Farm Consultant for
Rochester Pet & Country Store. Rachel has
an Bachelor of Science in animal nutrition
and has been showing cattle her whole life
at local, state and nations levels.

Rochester Pet & Country Store
TWO LOCATIONS: SE Location: 1550 3rd Ave SE, Rochester • 507-285-5547
3155 Wellner Dr. NE, Rochester • 507-289-1396 ROCHESTERPET.COM
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| LIVING WITH PETS
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There’s no manual
for this emotional
journey.
Here’s how two pet
owners coped.
B y Renee B erg

Lady loved wearing sweaters.
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Photos courtesy of Sarah Shonyo Boilson.

T

to regard Zoe as her main companion. “She
he week she graduated from college,
snuggled with me on the couch when I read.”
Rochester native Sarah Shonyo Boilson
Scherer found her vet’s presence comforting.
went to Paws & Claws Humane Society to
Friends, family members and a neighbor also
adopt a dog. She arrived to meet one dog but left
soothed her grief.
with another: Lady.
Since the loss of Zoe, Scherer decided she
A then 4-year-old mixed breed, Lady had
needed a new sidekick and found it in Rumi,
been at the humane society for several months.
another cat. Whereas Zoe was spry and prone to
That day, she went home with Boilson, and the
serenades of meows, Rumi is a “mellow fellow,”
two were constant companions for 12 years—as
Scherer says, very loving and a big fan of being
Boilson went from college student to employee,
groomed.
from single to married, from childless to mother
Scherer copes with the loss of Zoe with Rumi.
of one.
“I can’t imagine there not being another animal
On March 30, 2017—Boilson remembers
with me. I can’t imagine not caring for and sharexactly—Lady passed away at home from a
presumed stroke.
ing my life with another cat.”
That night, Lady had gone Cheerio surfing on
the kitchen floor before retiring to her bed. And
Sweater Smiles
there she passed away about 15 minutes later.
Meanwhile, Boilson enjoys reflecting on Lady’s
“It was quick and peaceful, which I’m
predilections, such as Lady’s raging love for
incredibly grateful for,” Boilson says.
wearing sweaters.
“My husband Barry brought her
“When she caught sight of one,
body to the local emergency
she’d run around in circles and
vet, where she was cremated.”
jump on me til I put it on her.
"Everyone is different
As soon as the weather started
Boilson, back at home,
and their bonds to their
turning cold, we’d bust out the
sat on the couch and stared
pets are different."
sweaters and she’d live in them
at the wall. She remained
all winter. Her collection is far
there, numb, until Barry
-Dr. Susan Meier
more extensive than mine.”
returned.
In addition, there was a lot
“I wasn’t ready. I mean, I
of
couch
time
together. “I miss her
knew at 16 years old that her time
quiet companionship.”
was limited, but I didn’t think it would
Boilson is thankful that her family and friends
happen so suddenly. In retrospect, she saved
were so supportive of her during her grieving
me a lot of heartache that comes with having to
process. “Lady was my sidekick for 12 years,”
decide if and when to euthanize a pet. For that
she says. “Their actions really helped validate the
I’m grateful.”
deep sense of loss I felt.”
What’s helped her through the grieving proApproaching Grief
Dr. Susan Meier of White Pines Pet Hospice says
cess? The age-old tool of time, Boilson says. And
the human-animal bond “can be just as strong as
cross stitching, a hobby she picked up the day
that of a loved one.”
after Lady’s death to keep her mind occupied.
She recommends those who have lost a
With a toddler on her hip and a new baby
pet seek out in others what they need at the
born last spring, Boilson and her husband have
time, such as compassion and understanding.
opted not to get a new pet. They’re concentrat“Everyone is different and their bonds to their
ing their efforts on “our human children for
pets are different,” she says.
now,” Boilson says, but quickly adds, “I’d love to
Anne Scherer of Rochester lost her cat Zoe
adopt another dog when the time is right.”
in January 2017. Her Northern Valley Animal
Hospital veterinarian was present when Zoe died
Renee Berg is a local writer and the owner of two
and checked in on Anne and Zoe by phone.
grey sister cats, Frankie and Hazel.
Since Scherer lives alone, she had come

VCA Cascade
Animal Medical Center & Inn

Custom Pet Collars • Horse Tack
Personalized Accessories
18529 160th St, Spring Valley, MN
507-459-3546

DoubletreeLeatherworks.com
Caring fo
r
Pets in th
e
Rocheste
r Area
since 195
3

HOSPITAL HOURS:
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm • Sat 8am-Noon
BOARDING PICK-UPS AND DROP-OFFS:
Mon-Fri 6am-6pm • Sat-Sun 7am-7pm

SAUK CENTRE, MN

BOARDING PHONE: 507-289-PETS (7387)

WE ARE A PET FRIENDLY RESORT
where your faithful friends stay at
NO CHARGE. After all, what is a
vacation without the whole family!?

507-282-8611
vcahospitals.com
4020 26th St. NW, Rochester, MN 55901

On-site: Cabins, restaurant,
fishing, campfires & more!
Nearby: Golf, bike trails,
shopping, winery & distillery
Your hosts John, Lisa, Bo & Caspyr.

Located on the northern end of Big Sauk Lake

320-352-5112
birchwoodresortllc.com
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BAD

ON THE RUN
Lost cat remains nonchalant about his
disappearance while owner panics
I only left for an hour.

Bad was gone when I came back. His
distressed sister, Boujee, who was left behind
to meow by the floor-level window he’d clearly
fallen out of. Guilt flooded into my stomach.
Neither Bad nor Boujee are outdoor cats.
Loyal Wagazine readers may remember that
my ex and I had made attempts to leash-train
them, but brief trips around the front yard are
as far into the wild as they ever got.
The idea of Bad out on his own, innocently approaching threats … I felt sick, alone,
irresponsible. Every roadkill I’d ever passed
floated up from memory.
“Meow,” Boujee said.
I rushed into the backyard and beat every
bush. I yelled, whispered, and repeated his
names and aliases until I was as annoyed by
them as I assumed my neighbors were. I called
my parents for advice and got my father as
reinforcement for the hunt.
The two of us set out bowls of wet and dry
food, plus a few home comforts, to entice him
back by smell. Then we commenced pursuit.
The night’s creeping search discovered three
cats, one deer and a possum, but not Bad. I fell
asleep in the early morning hours next to an
open screen door, Boujee snuggled right with
me, eyes into the night.
It thundered, hailed and poured through
daybreak. Bouj and I woke to (potentially)
distressing news from my mother. She’d found
a grey kitten in her yard that morning and
half-worried it was an ill omen. Bad, too, is grey.
I wasn’t going to let the universe swap cats
on me that easily (neither was my father, who,
I was surprised to find out, had slept over). We
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emerged into daybreak with half-full water
bottles, the makers of noise most likely to
attract Bad.
I spent my next few hours wandering
aimlessly, dangerously close to private property
lines. I took a break and made signs, then
taped them to telephone poles. With each lap
around the block, I met more and more of my
neighbors. By the time the sun was setting, just
about everyone knew Bad was on the loose,
but no one had seen as much as a trace of him.
Two friends came by around sundown to
help. Midway through our pre-hunt cocktails
and chatter, I heard him. It was faint, but there
was no mistake. Bad had returned. He was
rolling around on the grass outside the same
window he’d escaped from nearly 24 hours-tothe-minute ago, unharmed and unabashed. I
hugged him up and into our house. My friends
toasted. My father teared up. Boujee relaxed.
My relief turned to happiness. Bad was purring
and all was well.
As it turns out, my worn t-shirt, Bad’s litter
box, and his favorite blanket that I’d left on
the porch as smell-markers likely did more to
bring the cat back than my wanderings.
Domestic felines have a keen sense of
territory, and, unless somehow inhibited, will
return home on their own accord. They also
sleep 15 or more hours a day, so while I was
out meeting neighbors I’d never met and yelling, “Bad,” at every shady spot I saw, he was
probably sound asleep (either well-fed from his
first kill in the wild or resting his nerves after
the hailstorm). Daylight is a good time to put
up signs and get the word out.
Half an hour after his return, Bad sauntered

back from the litter box and into the living
room. With a hop, was perched back on the
windowsill, followed by his sister.
Addendum: My parents adopted the lone
grey kitten that appeared the morning after
Bad’s disappearance. She’s named Dali and
is currently brokering peace with the two
chihuahuas she now lives with.
Bryan Lund is a cat-father, skier, and writer
in Rochester. He double checks all exits before
leaving the house now.

THE BADDEST PREP-LIST
FOR A MISSING CAT:
1.

2.

3.

Get a used litter box and an unlaundered
shirt and bring them outside. Cats usually
smell their ways home, and this is a way to
amplify that ability.
Cats sleep for a significant portion of their
day. They’re more or less nocturnal animals.
If your cat is outside, chances are he’s napping until it gets dark out. Thus, my daytime
excursions were more for my benefit than
anything else. Go out looking, but don’t
despair when it doesn’t bring results.
Make signs, almost immediately. The more
people on the lookout, the more likely
someone can give you news on their whereabouts. News of a missing cat spreading
will also makes your random presence in
people’s lawns a bit less surprising.

Images courtesy Bryan Lund

B y B ry an Lund

Making Handdipped Chocolates since 1976
in Historic Mantorville.
• Hand-dipped Chocolates
• No Preservatives/Gluten Free
• Light & Dark Chocolates
• Homemade Fudge, Caramel, Toffee,
Creams & Unique Candies

420 Main Street • Mantorville, MN

507-635-5814 • chocolateshoppe.co
PROUD SUPPORTER OF

Paws & Claws Humane Society
& Small Dog Rescue
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ALSO SERV FOR YOUR POOCH!
E
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25% OFF

ANY CHOCOLATE PURCHASE!
Not valid with any other offer. Must present coupon
at time of purchase. Expires 5-31-19.
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GOODDOGCAMP.COM
507-261-3913
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SE for NEWS...
A HEROIC END OF WATCH

On January 25,
hundreds of
mourners, many
in uniform, filled
seats in a large
room overlooking
Lake Superior to
honor a Duluth
Police officer
killed in the line
of duty.
On a table sat a small wooden box with his ashes
and a stone memorial plaque with his photo, the
logo of the Duluth Police and the words:
K9 Haas, EOW 1/13/19, The Ultimate Sacrifice,
Handled by Aaron Haller.
EOW—End of Watch—came for the 3-yearold Belgian Malinois when he was shot while
responding with his handler and other officers to
a domestic-abuse-with-a-weapon case. After an
hour of negotiations with the suspect, there was a
shootout and Haas and his handler were both shot.
Officer Haller was taken to the hospital and
later released. Haas, who had been wearing a

protective vest, was taken to an emergency vet
hospital, but died of his wounds. The suspect was
later found dead of suicide inside the building.
“I sent my partner to what ended up being his
death, and he did it enthusiastically and without
hesitation,” tear-choked Officer Aaron Haller said at
the memorial. “When the investigation continues
and more details released, I think it will be obvious
to everyone that had Haas not done when he did
that night, we’d likely be at a human police officer’s
funeral or multiple police officer’s funerals.”
Police Chief Mike Tusken added, “We honor
the dedicated service of our K9 partner Haas, his
actions, his countless hours of training to save
the lives of police officers that night, there’s no
question about it.” The chief also offered prayers
and condolences to the troubled man who
committed suicide.
Haas was born in the Netherlands in January
5, 2016 and graduated from the Saint Paul Police
Department K9 Academy in 2017, just before he
joined Haller, a four-year veteran of the Duluth
Police, in spring 2017. Haas was adept at tracking
and narcotics detection, having finished with

the top score—199.67 out of 200—in his initial
narcotics detection certification courses. He
placed first out of 100 teams in U.S. Police Canine
Association regional trials. One favorite way to
unwind after work was to play with his Kong, and
he was known to snatch dolls from the toy bins to
play with the Haller children.
There were other honors for K9 Haas, including
a full procession of police and emergency vehicles
to bring his body to cremation. Duluth’s Enger
Tower was lit blue for several nights.
The police department has three other K9
teams. Duluth Police Officer Rob Hurst, who
works with K9 Hondo, tweeted the Police Dog
Poem in tribute, embodied by Haas:

My eyes are your eyes,
to watch and protect you and yours.
My ears are your ears,
to hear and detect evil minds in the dark.
My nose is your nose,
to scent the invader of your domain.
And so you may live, my life is also yours.

Acupuncture and
Herbal Medicine
can help your pet
with many health
issues including:

Arthritis
Allergies
Cancer
Seizures		
Anxiety
Asthma
Chronic Illness

Bluffs
Pet Clinic
The

of Red Wing

“

Dr. Cook’s treatments have been nothing short of a miracle for Finn. Had we not seen
the progress he’s made ourselves, we probably wouldn’t have believed it. But it really
works. We’re grateful for all the wonderful care he’s received from Dr. Cook and the staff
at the Bluff’s Pet Clinic!” - Katie and Curt. Go to bluffspetclinic.com to see the rest of Finn’s story!

CONTACT US TODAY TO SCHEDULE A CONSULT!

2518 Old West Main St., Red Wing, MN 55066

www.bluffspetclinic.com | 651-388-1103
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RESCUE DIRECTORY |

RESCUE
DIRECTORY
ACT V RESCUE & REHABILITATION
actvrescue.org
info@actvrescue.org
ANIMAL HUMANE SOCIETY
Five locations: Buffalo, Coon Rapids,
Golden Valley, St. Paul, and Woodbury
animalhumanesociety.org
763-522-4325
Adoption, surrender, education
programs, pet training, a free
behavior helpline, boarding, low-cost
spay/neuter, cruelty investigation/
rescue and pet loss services.
AUSSIE RESCUE OF MINNESOTA, INC.
aussierescuemn.org
nanmarka@earthlink.net
763-441-4377
Rescuing Aussies and Aussie mixes.
BASSET BUDDIES RESCUE, INC.
bassetbuddiesrescue.org
262-347-8823
To rescue, foster and place
adoptable Basset Hounds in loving,
permanent homes.
BROWN COUNTY HUMANE
SOCIETY (New Ulm)
brownchumanes.org
bchsnu@hotmail.com
507-359-2312
Protection and welfare of animals
through education, sanctuary,
adoption and promotion of
responsible ownership.
CAMP COMPANION, INC.
(Rochester)
campcompanion.org
questions@campcompanion.org
507-951-7801
Trap-Neuter-Return for farm and
feral cats.Adoption program for
cats and dogs with adoption events
every Saturday at different pet
stores in Rochester.
CARING FOR CATS (St. Paul)
caring-for-cats.org
651-407-8485
All-volunteer, no-kill, non-profit
shelter for cats and kittens in North
St. Paul, funded 100% by donations.
CATS MEOW DOGS BARK RESCUE
kelvarmair.petfinder.com
adoptablepets@aol.com
651-343-1964
Foster-based rescue focused on
owner surrenders.

CHICKEN RUN RESCUE
Chickenrunrescue.org
chickenrunrescue@comcast.net
Provides abandoned chickens with
love, shelter and vet care, and adopts
the birds, as companion animals only,
within 90 miles of the Twin Cities.
COCO’S HEART DOG RESCUE
cocosheartdogrescue.org
ashley@cocosheartdogrescue.org
Foster-based rescue that has saved
dogs and cats from unfortunate
circumstances, rescuing more than
800 dogs and cats in 2.5 years.
COTTONWOOD COUNTY ANIMAL
RESCUE (Windom)
cottonwoodanimalrescue.com
cottonwoodanimalrescue@gmail.com
507-831-4110
Dedicated to re-homing and preventing
unwanted and abandoned animals.
DOBERMAN RESCUE MINNESOTA
dobermanrescueminnesota.com
support@dobermanrescueminnesota.com

651-256-2294
To promote responsible pet ownership and
eliminate the abuse, abandonment, neglect
and deaths of Doberman Pinschers.
ENGLISH SPRINGER RESCUE
AMERICA, INC.
springerrescue.org
springerrescuemidwest@gmail.com
507-271-8107
Foster care placement organization
for Springer Spaniels.
FELINE RESCUE INC. (St. Paul)
felinerescue.org
info@felinerescue.org
651-642-5900
No-kill 501c3 shelter, foster, outreach,
and education for stray, abused and
abandoned cats until they are adopted.

GREAT DANE RESCUE OF MN & WI
gdromn.org / gdromn@gmail.com
715-222-4848
All-volunteer rescue for Great Danes
in Minnesota and Wisconsin.
GREAT PLAINS POINTER RESCUE
greatpointers.org
Rescue and adoption in Nebraska,
Iowa, Minnesota, South Dakota.

MIDWEST PUG RESCUE MN DIVISION
mnmidwestpugrescue.com
mnmprinfo@gmail.com
We rescue and provide safe and
loving homes to abandoned,
surrendered, stray and neglected
pugs and find them new ‘
fur’ever homes.

GREYHOUND PETS OF AMERICA MN
gpa-mn.org / info@gpa-mn.org
763-785-4000
Rescuing /placing retired racing
greyhounds.

MINNESOTA BOXER RESCUE
mnboxerrescue.rescuegroups.org
MNBoxerRescue@yahoo.com
763-647-3437
Rescue, rehabilitate and re-home
displaced and unwanted Boxers.

HEADING HOME K9 RESCUE
headinghomek9rescue.com,
petfinder.com/shelters/MN333.html,
facebook.com/HHK9MN
kladams4545@gmail.com
Dedicated to rescuing homeless,
unwanted and former puppy-mill dogs,
senior dogs, big black mixed breeds,
special needs and those sick or injured.

MINNESOTA COMPANION
RABBIT SOCIETY
mncompanionrabbit.org
651-768-9755
Volunteer, nonprofit organization
dedicated to improving the lives of
companion rabbits.

HIAWATHA ANIMAL HUMANE
SOCIETY (Lake City, Wabasha,
Kellogg, surrounding)
www.hahumanesociety.org
hiawathaanimal@hotmail.com
651-448-0396
Takes in local stray and unwanted animals,
places them in foster homes, and adopts
them out into loving, forever homes.
501c3, volunteer organization.
ITALIAN GREYHOUND RESCUE
OF MN/ND
Kristin (MN): igrescuemn@gmail.com
Michelle (ND): igrescuend@gmail.com
iggyrescue.org
Foster-based rescue and rehoming
service, and an IGCA affiliate.
LUCKY’S PLACE
luckysplace.org / jan@luckysplace.org
320-241-1829
No-kill, non-profit cat rescue.

FUR-EVER HOME RESCUE
fureverhomerescue.com
info@fureverhomerescue.com
Nonprofit advocates for and rescues
local animals with urgent medical
needs or behavior issues - animals
that needed a little more effort.

www.luvachinrescue.org
info@luvachinrescue.org
507-641-4428
Rescuing, rehabilitating, and
rehoming Japanese Chins in need.

GEMINI ROTTWEILER AND
PITBULL RESCUE
gemini.petfinder.org
mjw96@frontiernet.net
320-598-3087
We are dedicated to saving the lives of
these misunderstood breeds, and offering
them a second chance at a forever home.

MARTIN COUNTY HUMANE
SOCIETY (Fairmont) mchsofmn.org
pawprints01@hotmail.com
507-238-1885
Cares for the homeless animals of
Martin County at the Carl Nettifee
Animal Shelter, finding placement
for them in new homes.

LUV A CHIN JAPANESE CHIN RESCUE
(Twin Cities based, nationwide foster network)

MINNESOTA GREYHOUND RESCUE
Minnesotagreyhoundrescue.org
MinnesotaGreyhoundRescue@yahoo.com

507-272-3467
Dedicated to finding responsible
homes for Greyhounds who are no
longer used by the racing industry.
MINNESOTA HOOVED ANIMAL
RESCUE FOUNDATION
mnhoovedanimalrescue.org
info@mnhoovedanimalrescue.org
763-856-3119
Non-profit organization dedicated
to rescuing, rehabilitating, retraining
and re-homing horses and other
hooved animals in need.
MINNESOTA POCKET PET RESCUE
mnpocketpetrescue.org
ash@mnpocketpetrescue.org
Non-profit dedicated to rescuing and
rehoming small animals.
MINNESOTA SHELTIE RESCUE
mnsheltierescue.org
info@mnsheltierescue.org
612-616-7477
Finding the best and last home for
Shelties in need.
MINNESOTA WISCONSIN COLLIE
RESCUE
mwcr.org
collietalk@yahoo.com
612-869-0480
Dedicated to finding new hope
and new homes for Collies in need
of homes.
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MOWER COUNTY HUMANE
SOCIETY (Austin)
mowercountyhumanesociety.org
emailmchs-dogs@yahoo.com
507-437-9262
No-kill shelter staffed entirely by
volunteers.
MORRISON COUNTY ANIMAL
HUMANE SOCIETY (Little Falls)
mcpets.org
connieb@mcpets.org or
info@mcpets.org
320-632-0703
We take in unloved and unwanted
animals to place in forever homes.
NATIONAL BRITTANY RESCUE AND
ADOPTION NETWORK
nbran.org
dvoeltz@pie.midco.net
605-224-2964
Rescues, rehabilitates and re-homes
Brittanys in need.
NORTHERN LIGHTS GREYHOUND
ADOPTION
NLGA-MN.org
guber2nac@aol.com
763-754-9754
Dedicated to finding responsible homes for
retired racing Greyhounds and educating
the public about Greyhounds as pets.

PAWS AND CLAWS HUMANE
SOCIETY (Rochester)
pawsandclaws.org
info@pawsandclaws.org
507-288-7226
To promote and provide humane
protection and shelter for abandoned
or lost companion animals, seek
adoptive homes, provide public
education regarding animal
overpopulation, promote responsible
animal care, and advocate spaying
and neutering.
PAWS=PRECIOUS ANIMALS
WORTH SAVING
pawsofjackson.com
pawsofjackson@gmail.com
507-841-1834
Working together to save as many
animals as possible in the Jackson
County area.
PET HAVEN INC. OF MN
PetHavenMN.org
admin@pethavenmn.org
952-831-3825
Created in 1952 to rescue, rehome
and advocate for companion animals.
PRAIRIE’S EDGE HUMANE
SOCIETY (Northfield)
prairiesedgehs.org
info@prairiesedghs.org
507-664-1035
Rehoming dogs and cats.

NORTHSTAR GREAT PYRENEES
RESCUE OF MN
northstargreatpyrs.com
marnie@northstargreatpyrs.com
612-379-0010
Dedicated to providing rescue/rehoming,
breed education and fun activities for
Great Pyrenees and their owners.

RESCUED PETS ARE WONDERFUL
rpaw.org • info@rpaw.org
763-757-8204
To rescue companion animals and
find them loving forever homes.

NORTHSTAR SHIH TZU RESCUE
facebook.com/NorthStarShihTzuRescue
tzuresq@gmail.com
612-209-4502
We rescue Shih Tzu and Shih Tzu blend
dogs, evaluate them in foster homes and
then match them to their perfect family.

RETRIEVE A GOLDEN OF THE
MIDWEST (RAGOM)
ragom.org • rescue@ragom.org
952-946-8070
Rescuing and re-homing Golden
Retrievers and Golden mixes in MN,
IA, ND, SD and western WI.

NORTHWOODS ANIMAL RESCUE
SANCTUARY & ADOPTION CENTER
“NARS” (Andover)
northwoodsrescue.org

RIVER BLUFF HUMANE SOCIETY
(Red Wing)
rbhspets.org / director@hsgcpets.org
651-388-5286
Nonprofit, limited-admission, low-kill
shelter taking in all strays from Goodhue
County and other areas as well as owner
surrenders when space is available.

NORTHWOODS HUMANE SOCIETY
(Wyoming) northwoodshs.org
Info@northwoodshs.org
651-982-0240
Serving Chisago County and surrounding
communities by caring for animals in
need and helping them find a home.
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RUFF START RESCUE
ruffstartrescue.org
info@ruffstartrescue.org
763-355-3981

SAFE HAVEN PET RESCUE
(Rochester) safehavenpetrescue.org
safehavencat@yahoo.com
507-529-4079
Committed to finding safe, loving and
secure homes for lost, abandoned
and stray companion animals.
SAVE-A-BULL RESCUE
saveabullmn.com
Dedicated to the rescue,
rehabilitation, and re-homing of
American Pit Bull Terriers and other
Bull breeds.
SAVE OUR STRAYS
Petfinder.com
johndock@myomnitel.com
641-713-2443
Finding forever homes for the strays
of Mitchell County, Iowa.
SAVING SHEPHERDS OF MN
savingshepherdsofmn.org
savingshepherdsmn@gmail.com
German Shepherd Dog Rescue
committed to rescuing, rehabilitating and
placing dogs into new, loving homes.
SECOND CHANCE ANIMAL RESCUE
secondchancerescue.org
651-771-5662
Foster-based dog and cat rescue
organization dedicated to rescuing,
caring for and adopting out homeless
dogs and cats.
SECONDHAND HOUNDS (Minnetonka)
Secondhandhounds.org
SHHAdoptions@gmail.com
952-322-7643
SHIH TZU RESCUE OF MINNESOTA
shihtzurescuemn.org
All-volunteer organization with a
mission to rescue, rehabilitate, and
rehome Shih Tzus and Shih Tzu mixes.
SMALL DOG RESCUE OF
MINNESOTA
smalldogsminnesota.org
info@smalldogsminnesota.org
All-volunteer group committed to the
rescue, rehabilitation, and placement
of dogs 20 pounds and under.
SOUTHWEST METRO ANIMAL
RESCUE
swmetroanimalrescue.org
swmetroanimalrescue@hotmail.com
952-368-PAWS (7297)
Non-profit organization committed
to the rescue of abandoned, abused
and stray domestic animals.

STEELE COUNTY HUMANE
SOCIETY (Owatonna)
steelecountyhumanesociety.org
adoptapetschs@yahoo.com
507-451-4512
Foster home based rescue helping
stray and abandoned animals in
greater Steele County.
THE RESCUE CREW
rescuecrew.org
info@rescuecrew.org
Rescue the Mistreated. Save the
Injured. Love the Abandoned.
TRI-COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY
tricountyhumanesociety.org
pets@tricountyhumanesociety.org
320-252-0896
We believe in the human/animal
bond and exist to support Central
Minn. by practicing and promoting
quality adoption services and
education programs.
UPPER MIDWEST GREAT DANE
RESCUE
thegreatdanerescue.com
contact@thegreatdanerescue.com
763-210-1978
All volunteer foster-based rescue. So
much to gain when you save a Dane.
WAGS & WHISKERS ANIMAL
RESCUE OF MN
wagsmn.org
wagswhiskersmn@gmail.com
Volunteer 501(c)(3), non-profit animal
rescue organization dedicated to
saving the lives of homeless animals
and educating the community on
responsible pet ownership.
WASECA COUNTY ANIMAL
HUMANE SOCIETY
wcahs.petfinder.com
wcahsadoptions@gmail.com
507-201-7287
501c3, no-kill organization that helps
homeless animals of all types in
numerous counties in S. Central Minn.
WINONA AREA HUMANE SOCIETY
winonahumanesociety.org
507-452-3135

LOST AND
FOUND PETS
Report lost and found pets
of Southeast Minnesota:
facebook.com/SEMNLost.Found
Report lost and found dogs
of Minnesota:
facebook.com/LDoMN

GET THE SCOOP|

GET THE SCOOP
MARCH
March 10 Meet &
Greet with MN Boxer
Rescue, 1–3pm, Wag
N' Wash in Eagan,
mnboxerrescue.
rescuegroups.org
March 30 Meet & Greet
with RAGOM (Golden Retriever rescue), 10am–1pm, at Rochester
Pet & Country Store, north location.
Ragom.org

APRIL
April 5 Paws and Claws 12th Annual
Wine Taster, See ad to right.*Must be 21
or older to attend. pawsandclaws.org
April 7 Meet & Greet with MN Boxer
Rescue, 1–3pm, Chuck & Don's in Woodbury, mnboxerrescue.rescuegroups.org
April 10 Indeed We Can fundraiser for
MN Boxer Rescue, 4–8pm, Indeed Brewing, Minneapolis. The night’s net profits
go to the rescue. Drink beer for Boxers!
mnboxerrescue.rescuegroups.org
April 13 Prairie’s Edge Humane Society
annual spring dinner and auction for
the animals, 4pm, Northfield Ballroom.
Details and tickets prairiesedgehs.org.
April 13 Nail Trim Clinic to benefit
Upper Midwest Great Dane Rescue,
Noon–2pm, Chuck & Don’s Plymouth,
thegreatdanerescue.com/events
April 20 Meet the Danes of Upper
Midwest Great Dane Rescue,
4–7pm, Bent Brewery, Roseville,
thegreatdanerescue.com/event
April 28 Ruff Start Rescue’s 8th Annual
Wellness Clinic, 9am–4pm, Zimmerman
Civic Building, Zimmerman, MN. Visit
facebook.com/ruffstart

MAY
Saturdays Farmaste Animal Sanctuary
tours, 11:30am and 3pm, farmaste.org

Paws and Claws
Humane Society

Tuesdays Farmaste Animal Sanctuary
tours, 11:30am, farmaste.org
May 4 Paws and Claws Annual Pet
Walk, Cooke Park, Rochester. Registration at 9 am and walk at 10am. Vendors,
prizes, free food, beverages, and furry fun.
pawsandclaws.org

12th Annual

Wine Tasting
Friday, April 5, 2019 • 6-8 p.m.
Rochester Athletic Club
Tickets $30.00

May 4 Dog Wash & Bake Sale to benefit
Upper Midwest Great Dane Rescue,
Noon–4pm, Dog Day Getaway, Apple Valley, thegreatdanerescue.com/events

Tickets available at the Paws and Claws
office beginning March 15th and at the
door the night of the event

May 4 Fitger’s Canine Carnival,
11am–3pm, Duluth,
fitgers.com/event/fitgers-canine-carnival
May 4 Walk for Animals, 10 a.m. Animal
Humane Society’s Golden Valley location,
walkforanimalsmn.org
May 11 Nail Trim Clinic to benefit Upper
Midwest Great Dane Rescue, Noon–2pm,
Chuck & Don’s Plymouth, $5 clip, $10
dremel suggested donation, thegreatdanerescue.com/events

GET MORE BARK FOR YOUR BUCK!
GIVE HER
A CALL
TODAY!

Rudy

Millie

Bella

May 17 Camp Companion’s Uncorked
and On Tap fundraiser, See ad below.
CampCompanion.org
May 18 Meet & Greet with MN
Boxer Rescue, 1–3pm, Chuck &
Don's Edina 50th and France,
mnboxerrescue.rescuegroups.org

JUNE
TBD Dog wash to support Winona Area
Humane Society, 10am–4pm Island City
Brewery, Winona, free will donations,
winonahumanesociety.org
June 2 & 3 PCHS Annual Rummage Sale,
Olmsted County Fairgrounds building #42.
Accepting donations at the fairgrounds
May 26–31, pawsandclaws.org
June 8 Farmaste Hootenanny fundraiser,
family-friendly event, delicious vegan
food, activities, music, and time with the
animal residents. farmaste.org

$10

per ticket

May 17, 2019

4:30-8:30pm • Garten Marketplatz, Byron, MN
Beer • Wine • Auction • Appetizers
Parks & Kleist Band
Tickets available at CampCompanion.org

Rio

Ann and her “staff” are ready to help you create a beautiful and
effective ad. Professional photography and design are always included.

Ann Indykiewicz 507-398-4870
ann@thewagazine.com
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| HAPPY TAILS

WHEN THE

CHIPS
ARE DOWN
Orphaned newborn puppy needs a surrogate mother to survive
Animal rescues are
urgent by nature. This
one was a matter of life
and death.
On Feb. 16, 2018, the shelter in
Detroit Lakes received two newborn
pups whose Springer Spaniel mama
had died in labor the night before.
The relinquishing family knew they
didn’t have the resources to keep
the pups alive, so they reached out
to the shelter in the hopes that the
newborns could be saved.
A desperate plea found its
way through social media to
Springer Rescue. There happened
to be a lactating Springer mama
in the Rochester area who had
given birth just weeks before. A
relay-style transport was set for the
following day.
The dedicated shelter manager
named the siblings Chip and Salsa.
She worked through the night to
bottle-feed the pups, but sadly,
Salsa didn’t make it. Chip’s life
depended on this transport and the
mama waiting 275 miles away.

him to the whelping pen and
introduced her to this desperate
little soul. The possibility of Keeva
rejecting him was on everyone’s
worry list. And then, would he
latch on to her?
Maggi remembers it clearly.

CHOCOLATE CHIP

TINY TRAVELER
Chip’s tiny transport box consisted
of a hot-water-bottle base covered
with blankets. One transport
volunteer sat in the back seat with
Chip, bottle-feeding him while her
husband drove.
When Chip arrived at the home
of his surrogate mama, Keeva,
foster mom Maggi Stow rushed
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“When I walked in the room I
told her that this poor little baby’s
mommy died and he needed a new
mommy and it was going to be her. I
think she understood me. She started
to lick him right away and started
to feed him. I cried my eyes out and
told her she was a good mommy.”
So began Chip’s important first
weeks of life. During that time,
Keeva cleaned him and fed him,
and Chip’s new siblings made him
one of the pack.
“Keeva’s puppies were three
weeks older than Chip, so I had
to make sure he got his turn at the
milk bar,” said Maggi. He ate and
grew. And grew. And grew.
“Chip went to all of the puppy
appointments and everyone wanted
to know where that little brown
puppy came from.” (Chip’s father
was a Chocolate Lab.)

“Prior to his arrival, I put a towel
in with Keeva and her puppies to
get their scent on it; I thought I’d
wrap the little newcomer in it and
present him to Keeva. I was very
worried because he was so small
and weak.

Maggi’s friend Wonda Moehnke
and her granddaughters visited
the litter often, and it wasn’t long
before Wonda and her husband
were smitten with the little
“chocolate Chip.”
“I held him for the first time
when he was four days old and
approximately 10 oz. I looked at
Maggi and said ‘I don't know if he
will make it,’” said Wonda.
“My next visits were once to
twice a week, playing with the
other puppies and holding Chip

and thoughtfully deciding: Is he
our forever friend?”
When he was eight weeks old, the
Moehnkes adopted Chip and gave
him the life every dog should have.
“Mr. Chips is now one year old,”
said Wonda. “He has enjoyed taking
puppy classes. He squeals when he
sees [Maggi’s husband] Wayne. He
greets [my husband] Mark with a toy
every night after work. His favorite
times are playing with dog friends
Sylvie, Moose and Rocky; visiting
the neighbors; visiting Grandma,
friends and staff in her care center;
fishing; rearranging all the sticks in
the neighborhood on our morning
walks. And, of course, snow.”
Maggi and Wonda get together
often with the dogs. “He grew to
be the sweetest puppy,” said Maggi.
“We take Chip and one of his foster
sisters out for coffee, breakfast,
lunch and dinner wherever we can
in the summer.”
This little boy who started life
with the odd stacked against him
survived and is thriving because of
a surrogate mama and foster family
who went “all in” for their Chip.
Ellington Starks is editor of the
Wagazine and volunteer coordinator
for English Springer Rescue America.
Above: Some of Chip's rescuers, Ellie
Starks, foster mom Maggi Stow, and
adoptes Mark and Wonda Moehnke.
Left: Newborn Chip snuggles near
surrogate Keeva.

Photos courtesy of Ellington Starks, Maggi Stow, Wonda Moehnke.

By Ellington Starks

Rochester Pet & Country Store

SPRING 2019 EVENTS:
CAMP COMPANION • MARCH 2, APRIL 6, MAY 4, JUNE 1
Cats at 1550 3rd AVE SE • 10-2pm • Dogs at 3155 Wellner DR NE • 10-12pm

CHICK DAYS 101 MEETING • MARCH 26 6pm • 1550 3rd AVE SE
APRIL FOOLS DAY • APRIL 1 Unbelievable Sales for the day.
MEET & GREET GREY HOUNDS • MARCH 16, APRIL 20, MAY 18, JUNE 15 10-12pm
BULLRIDING CHALLENGE • APRIL 5 & 6 Graham Arena
DANSKO EVENT DAYS SALE • APRIL 4-6 Unwrap your golden candy bar, to receive your specials
PLAY DATES AT ROCHESTER PET & COUNTRY
MARCH 9 & 22, APRIL 13 & 27, MAY 11 & 25, JUNE 8 & 22 3155 Wellner DR NE

CHECK WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK FOR MORE EVENTS

GROOMING
AT BOTH
LOCATIONS

Rochester Pet & Country Store
TWO LOCATIONS: SE Location: 1550 3rd Ave SE, Rochester • 507-285-5547
3155 Wellner Dr. NE, Rochester • 507-289-1396 • rochesterfeed.com

We know whatHome is all about

Trina

Sylvia

Trina Solano, REALTOR®, CNHS, GRI, SRES
with Black Lab, Tar
507-261-4030
trinasolano@edinarealty.com
www.trinasolano.edinarealty.com

Natalia

Natalia Baker, Realtor

James Miller , Realtor

with Chocolate Lab, Stella

507-884-7874

Nataliabaker@edinarealty.com
www.edinarealty.com/Natalia-baker-realtor

Sylvia Rogers, REALTOR®
CRS, GRI, ABR, CNHS, ASP, SRS
with Collie mix, Sophie and Australian Cattle Dog, Willie
507-254-1247
SylviaRogers@edinarealty.com
www.SylviaRogers.com

Team Eric Robinson

with German Shorthair Pointer, Deuce
507-259-6633
jamesmiller@edinarealty.com
www.jamesmiller.edinarealty.com

(Matt Narveson not pictured)
with Black Lab,
507-398-2300
ericrobinson@edinarealty.com
edinarealty.com/eric-robinson-realtor#

1301 Salem Road SW, Rochester, MN 55902
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James

Eric

